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NASSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL JULY 2008  
 

 
All change on the Parish Council  

Following the AGM on May 14th, Barbara Curtis is the new Chairman of the 
Parish Council.  Yvonne Banke remains the vice chair. Sarah Rodger has 
resigned from the Parish Council and is now acting clerk.  Liam Gale has 
joined the Parish Council.  The list of current councillors is as follows: 

·  Barbara Curtis: (Chairman)  Inglebro, 60 Station Road, 783048 
·  Yvonne Banke (Vice Chairman) Old Sulehay Lodge, Sulehay Road, 

782841 
·  Paul Burgess 8 Westmorland Close, Nassington 783123 
·  Andrew Codman Frog Hall Northfields Lane, Nassington 784394 
·  Guy Curtis Inglebro, 60 Station Road, Nassington 783048  
·  Brain Farrow 36 Church Street, Nassington 782844  
·  Liam Gale, Riverside Barn, 32a Station Road 782433 
·  Jane Norman 51 Station Road, Nassington 784550 

On the village website, there is a facility to click on each of the councillor’s 
names to send them an email 

At the Parish Council’s AGM, the following committee responsibilities were 
agreed: 

Allotments :   Andrew Codman, Yvonne Banke & Brian Farrow 

Burial Board : Andrew Codman, Yvonne Banke & Paul Burgess 
(Yvonne Banke is the clerk to the (Yarwell & Nassington) Burial Board and is 
the person to contact with any matters pertaining to the cemetery) 

Footpaths & Environment :  Brian Farrow & Yvonne Banke 
Newsletter :   Barbara Curtis & Jane Norman 
Sports Association : Andrew Codman, Guy Curtis & Liam Gale 
Twinning : Barbara Curtis & Jane Norman 
Bus Liaison : The Clerk 
Snow Liaison : Brian Farrow 
Road Safety :  All Parish Councillors 
Neighbourhood Watch : Paul Burgess 
School Liaison : Jane Norman 
Parish Council Vacancy  

There is a vacancy on the Parish Council– if you would like to consider putting 
yourself forward, please contact the acting clerk or any of the Parish 
Councillors.  If you feel that you could contribute a positive affect on life in 
Nassington, this might just be for you. 
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Children’s Playground Equipment at the Playing Fiel d 

Please note that the Under 5’s enclosed area will be resurfaced in the near 
future.  This will involve professional treatment of the weeds prior to removal 
of the existing decomposed bark and installation of more playgrade bark.  
While the herbicides are destroying the weeds, the under 5’s area will be out 
of bounds – if this coincides with sports day or other planned activities, 
apologies all round, but the plan is to have it ready as soon as possible for the 
summer.  The council is trying to avoid any ‘special days’ that it knows about. 

The zip slide will be re-tensioned and a new button seat fitted while the 
contractors are working on the Under 5’s area 

Please do not use or allow children to use the slide if it is marked as out of 
bounds – it is due scheduled maintenance and is not usable until this has 
been carried out. 

Replacement of the Pavilion  

A big thank you to everyone who has completed and handed in their 
questionnaire.  There have been a disappointingly low number of responses, 
but there is still time to register your views – please fill in your form asap.  If 
you‘ve lost it, there is one that you can submit online at nassington.org.uk. 
Don’t miss your chance to have your say – your opinion matters.  Thank you 
too to the Parish Councillors (& their families) who distributed the pavilion 
questionnaires.)  Details of the responses will be published in a future 
newsletter & online 
Community Safety  

The Police at Oundle continue to have Nassington as one of its high priority 
response areas.  If you want to report a crime, in progress or as having 
occurred, call 08453 700700 (unless life is in danger, in which case dial 999).  
The team at Oundle need to be kept advised about problems – you can 
contact them via the above number and ask for East Northants North Safer 
Community Team, or email them on 
SCTEastnorthantsNorth@northants.police.uk.  They are not able to build up a 
picture of what the problems are or what crimes are happening if nobody lets 
them know.  Follow the ‘Community Safety’ link on the village website 
(nassington.org.uk) to access the Oundle team’s website and newsletter etc.  
They cannot do their job without our help. 
Neighbourhood Watch  

The Parish Council receives many updates on current trends, crime 
prevention advice or real time NHW postings by email on a very regular basis.  
The latest are online on nassington.org.uk – there is some useful and 
interesting information on there (including the theft of an Anglian Water van 
complete with uniform and ID).  If you would like to receive copies of the 
bulletins by email, please go to the NHW page on the website or email 
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nhw@nassington.org.uk.  You will be sent emails from June and future 
bulletins. 
Cultural Community Partnership (CCP) Summer Rural P rogramme  

The CCP workshops at Easter were a big success – thank you for your 
support and it was lovely to welcome so many new faces.  Three sessions 
have been booked for the first 3 weeks of the summer holidays, each on a 
Tuesday afternoon.  Nassington village hall is having a new kitchen fitted 
during August so 2 of the sessions are in Yarwell’s hall.  See 
nassington.org.uk for full details and keep an eye out for flyers in bookbags.  
 
North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit (JPU) co nsultation  on 
sustainable design supplementary planning document (SPD) 

This document is intended to provide guidance on policies that relate to design 
& sustainability.  Representations on the draft SPD are invited by the JPU by 2 
July – have a look online at nnjpu.org.uk and follow the links to submit your 
views 
Whittington’s Meadow, Woodnewton Road  

A revised planning application has been submitted by Stamford Homes to 
East Northants Council relating to ‘Phase 2’ -  the remainder of the houses to 
be built. You can see the plans online via east-northamptonshire.gov.uk and 
following the planning links or at the tourist information office in Oundle or by 
appointment with the undersigned.  The Parish Council will be considering the 
plans at its meeting on July 9th. 
Audited accounts  

The accounts have undergone an internal audit by an independent 3rd party 
and will be going to BDO Stoy Hayward on 12th July.  If you would like to see 
them before then, please contact the undersigned to arrange a mutually 
convenient time.   
Public Phone box consultation  

The Parish Council has objected to the proposal to remove the phone box at 
the Drove/Apethorpe Road on the grounds that it is in the more populated part 
of the village and would therefore be a loss to a higher number of people than 
the one at Parkway.  It has also passed on information from nearby residents 
who have explained that lorry drivers tend to use the Drove phone box when 
they are not able to get mobile phone signals and cannot park as easily on 
Station Rd 
Climate Friendly Communities  
The Climate Friendly Communities Northamptonshire project is bringing 
together partners to assist local communities willing to work toward climate 
friendly status.  Their website is www.climatefriendly.org.uk where you can 
see information about what they are trying to achieve and education packs for 
younger people.  A free information pack and an initial sum of £200 is 
available to any groups who take part. 



 4 

Future meetings  
The next Parish Council meeting is on July 9th in the village hall.  In August, 
there is not usually a meeting and then it’s back from the summer recess on 
September 10th!  Henceforth, meetings will convene at 7.15, with an 
opportunity for members of the public to speak at that time, before the meeting 
is opened.  There will not be separate planning meetings from now on. 
Sarah Rodger 
Acting clerk 
782736 / clerk@nassington.org.uk   
  
 

NASSINGTON CHURCH 
 
 
Special Fellowship Meeting.  This is an extra meeting following on from the 
June meeting when we heard Paul Parker talking about ST. James Mapela in 
Kenya. We will be welcoming Rhoda Lusaka, a lay canon with the Anglican 
Church in Kenya. The meeting will start at 7pm at The Vicarage. Please call 
Paul Parker 782976 if you will be going. 
Coffee Morning . Our July coffee morning will be on Saturday 5th July from 
10.30am to 12noon, in Nassington Church. A time to meet old friends and new 
and catch up on all the news over coffee and cakes, and a chance to buy gifts 
and cards for those special occasions. 
Family Service. This will be in Nassington Church on Sunday 6th July at 
9.30am. The service is growing in congregation for every service, be they old 
or young, so why not come along and join our youngsters playing the trumpet, 
piano and violin, and watch them ring the bells before the service. There will 
be hymns and songs and readings by the youngsters and then tea, coffee and 
biscuits after the service. 
Fellowship Meeting.  The normal July meeting  will be held a week later than 
normal on Tuesday 29th July at 7pm, meeting at Heather and Gordon Smith’s 
home, 34 Church Street for a communal meal and then onto the Church 
where Gordon will talk about Church paintings. If you are going please contact 
Heather and Gordon on 782102 to book your meal. 
Baptism. On Sunday 8th June in Nassington Church we welcomed MAISIE 
EASTWOOD, into her Church family, following her Baptism on Sunday 25th 
May. Maisie,her parents and family will always be welcome to come to our 
services. 
Confirmation.  Congratulations to JESSIS TINSLEY who was confirmed on 
Wednesday 11th June at Kings Cliffe Church. Jessica has taken a big step in 
her Christian life and we look forward to sharing the Eucharist at our 
Communion services. 
Following on from this, there will be a BENEFICE CONFIRMATION service on 
Sunday 7th December. If anyone is interested in being confirmed or would just 
like a refresher course, please contact Bishop John on 782271. There is no 
upper or lower age group for those thinking of being confirmed. 
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Launde Abbey.  Tom and I with my parents visited Launde Abbey on Sunday 
15th June to join in the Pilgrimage service celebrating 50 years of The Abbey 
as a retreat. Everyone enjoyed the outdoor service, in the bright sunshine, 
following our picnics, and we were made very welcome by everyone there. 
Every Sunday from 20th July until 17th August, between 2pm and 4pm the 
Abbey will be serving cream teas in the courtyard for everyone wishing to go. 
August Bank Holiday weekend Saturday 23rd to Monday 25th August, from 
11am to 4pm, everyone is welcome to attend the Abbey fun days, with stalls, 
games, bouncy castle, lunches, cream teas and more.  
You can also book a ‘YOU’ day, where you can spend the day at the Abbey 
and in its grounds, with morning coffee, lunch and afternoon tea included in 
the price, or just a part of the day. For more information please ring the Abbey 
on 01572 717254. 
The Abbey is situated at East Norton just off the A47, and takes 30-40 minutes 
by car. The address is Launde Abbey, East Norton, Leicestershire LE7 9XB. 
The Abbey is situated in 300 acres of grounds where if you wish you will only 
have the sheep for company on a peaceful walk.  
Back To Church Sunday. 
 This will be on Sunday 29th September, where anyone who has never been to 
Church, or who used to go, is invited to come along. Every house in 
Nassington will be receiving a personal invitation from Nassington Church, 
nearer the time. So please make a note in your diaries and we will hope to see 
you there. 
 

NEWS FROM NASSINGTON SCHOOL 
 
This is a very busy time for our school and one of great excitement. The final 
detailed plans for the long awaited new build extension have been drawn up 
and submitted, and are currently progressing through the planning process. 
The extension will provide the reception class with a wonderful new indoor and 
outdoor space. The particular needs of this age group have been carefully 
considered, with the provision of a covered outside area with a coloured 
Perspex roof, an indoor wet area and their own toilet and kitchen facilities. In 
addition, this part of the school will have a separate entrance, bringing forward 
the possibility for use outside school hours for community events. 
Next term the school will take on a new structure in the form of a forth class. 
This is a significant step forward for the school and will result in far smaller 
class sizes. While we await the completion of the extension, the forth class will 
be accommodated in a temporary classroom which will arrive shortly. 
The recruitment process for a new Headteacher is now well underway and 
meanwhile we will be in the capable hand of Mrs Allen as Acting Head. 
We are now looking forward to all the enjoyable summer activities, Strawberry 
teas, Sports Day, end of term Barbeque etc…sunshine please! 
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Nassington and Yarwell Conservative Branch  
Newsletter 

 
Once again we had a very successful Winter event with our Curry and 
Pudding event.  This time it was held by the side of the pool at Frog Hall 
Nassington.  Another fantastic time was had by all and, judging by the 
feedback we have received, our gastronomic fame is spreading.  There were 
curries and puddings a-plenty to suit all tastes with generous helpings too. 
Since that time our waistlines have recovered – or others have – and the time 
is getting near for us to tempt you with Point to Point Supper.  This has also 
become an annual event and we are happy to say that the date has been fixed 
for Saturday 12th July 2008.  Please put this date in you diaries tickets will be 
on sale by Una Roe 783562 Jayne Thorpe-Codman 784394 or David Sidgwick 
782808.  By the time you read this Newsletter tickets will be available so ring 
early to avoid disappointment and to prevent being caught in the rush. Tickets 
are limited. 
The format is as before: - Having purchased a ticket a quick call is made to 
Prebendal Manor at around 7.15pm where you are allocated the venues for 
the Starter and Main courses.   
Having hopefully enjoyed the Starter at the first location, you will then proceed 
to the second where the Main course will be taken.  Following that all move on 
to Prebendal Manor where the Puddings are served.  By this point in the 
proceedings it is about 9.30pm 
This is the only location where all diners come together and you will meet up 
with the folks you enjoyed your Starter with and be able to swap notes.  
Wine will be on sale but feel free to bring your own to enjoy or share.  We do 
not push the drink side of the event too much because we are aware that 
there is a certain amount of driving involved.  
We do point out that, we are informed, the location for the Puddings – 
Prebendal Manor – is the oldest building in the county and we are indebted to 
Jane Baille for allowing us to use it. 
David Sidgwick. Secretary 

David Julyan Fenn 
 
We would like to express our heart felt thanks to everyone that 
attended the funeral service of David Julyan Fenn.  It was a great and 
fitting tribute that so many people were there as he was so well 
regarded both near and afar. 
Thank you also for the many cards and messages we have received at 
this very sad time. 
The Fenn Family. 
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NASSINGTON NEWSLETTER  
 

Letters to the Editor. 
 
Mrs Shepperson and Family would like to say a bit thank you to Jo, Tania and 
Phillip for all their hard work in catering for the party given to celebrate her 
100th Birthday. 
Edith Shepperson. 
 
Marie, Paul, Bonnie, Donna, Kelly, Steve and Dee Longfoot would like to say 
thank you for everyone’s kind words and cards of sympathy, also kind offers of 
help after the sad loss of John. 
A big thank you goes to Jane and Andrew Codman, Brenda and Coddy 
Codman, Karen Brownlie, Jo Hughes, Karen Atkins, Sue Richwood, Paula Gill 
and Vicki Knight for all their help for John’s send off. 
Everyone has been so kind.  Once again 
Thank you. 
 
I wish to thank everyone for their kind support on the loss of my son John.  He 
will be sadly missed by all who knew him. 
A Big thank you to Marie and family (she did him proud), also to my son Steve 
and Dee for their support. 
His Loving Mum. 
Topsy.   
 
Donations 
£20 gratefully received from Mr Shepperson. 
£50 gratefully received from The Fenn family. 
£20 gratefully received from Mrs Edith Longfoot 
 

NASSINGTON STORE AND POST OFFICE 
 
As you are no doubt aware the change of ownership has now gone through. 
We took over five and a half years ago from Pat and Roger and have seen 
many changes in that time. 
We have made some very special friends and sadly, lost a few. 
We would like to thank you for your custom and support and hope and trust 
that you will continue to support the new owners Mr and Mrs Patel (aka 
Jimmy). 
We are not moving far and will still be regular visitors to the village. 
There will be many people and many things that we will miss, but we will not 
miss the alarm going off at 5.00am every morning. 
Once again thank you for your support and if you see us in either pub, mine’s 
a vodka, Stan’s a pint of Guinness and Suki is a packet of port scratchings. 
Health and Happiness to all. 
Rita and Stan.
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Wedding 
Congratulations 

 
 
 

Congratulation to you both; Daniel 
Marshall married Emma Butler, 
formally of the Black Horse Inn, 
Nassington. 
The marriage took place on 1st June 
2008 at Trevigue Farm, North 
Cornwall.  
The reception was held at Coombe 
Barton Inn, in Crackington Haven.  
It was a fantastic wedding, on a 
wonderful sunny day, with family 
and friends. 
Everyone left with many happy 
memories of an amazing wedding, 
finishing with fireworks on the 
beach. 
Daniel and Emma will be making 
their home in Nassington. 
Good luck and congratulations 
from all the family. 
 

 
LAY CANNON RHODA LUSAKA VISIT TO NASSINGTON  

 
 

In last month’s Nassington Newsletter I tried to give some flavour of our link 
with Mapela in Bungoma, Kenya and Rhoda Lusaka’s visit to us this month.  
Rhoda arrived at Heathrow on the 26th June.  During the first part of her stay 
whe will be staying in Crick.  On Thursday 3rd July; Rhoda will arrive in 
Nassington.  As I wrote last month we will meet her in the Vicarage on that 
evening at 7pm for a shared supper when she will tell us about the Church in 
Mapela and life generally there.  Anyone who wishes to meet her is welcome 
to that supper.  We do require numbers for catering purposes so please ring 
me Paul Parker beforehand on 01780 782976.  It would be helpful to know 
what you are likely to bring for the shared supper when you ring. 
Rhoda will be at our Coffee Morning in the church on Saturday 5th July and at 
the 9.30am family service in our church on the Sunday morning.  After this she 
will be staying in Kettering. 
Paul Parker. 
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Extracts from: - 
 

“Aspects of the History of  
Nassington”  

 
By Alec Jackson 

 
 
 

 
I enjoyed my childhood and working on Fenn’s farm, when every job was 
challenging and many were hard work. When the men were called up in 1939 
many boys had to work on farms at week-ends and school holidays. The most 
I was paid was 6p (2.5p) and hour. After leaving school in July 1948 I worked 
as a farm labourer, then enlisted in the army in February 1949. But there were 
many days off for interviews, commission board and so on (best of all, days 
shooting with Boy Fenn) before I was called up in the following April. 
 
Those youthful years taught me to respect animals and birds as well as farm 
workers and their many skills. I learned how to use hand and horse-drawn 
tools, how to drive the tractor, and cope with a working day from 7am to 8pm 
in hay and harvest times. All that developed my fitness and stamina and stood 
me in good stead during army training and throughout my service – and I still 
benefit from it today. 
 
Most important of all, our generation had a natural immunity to common 
diseases, clean air to breathe, safe water from springs and wells and fresh 
food from our gardens and farms. And, because virtually all of our food was 
fresh, it did not need to be contaminated by additives, colourings, dressings, 
preservatives or sprays. 
 
The only shortages I remember my mother complaining about during the war 
were sugar for bottling fruit and making jam. The only things I missed were 
bananas. 
 
When Mr Cecil Dennis Fenn gave me my Victory Certificate (a message from 
King George appreciating individuals for their war effort) and thanked me for 
working on his farm, I felt very proud to have done my bit. Both on the farm 
and by catching rabbits and shooting pigeons to provide additional meat for 
those in London. 
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Old codger 
 
What a satisfying day this has been.  I’ve just come in from the garden seat 
where a glass of the red added to the rich colours of evening when the sun 
slants across the fields down to the river, over Wilger Bridge and up to Sibson, 
and I bless the happy chance that led me here. The day began hours before, 
of course, not long after dawn when I was pottering about in pyjamas through 
my top and bottom meadows. This sounds quite grand, as it’s meant to. The 
top meadow is in fact the thirty or so feet of lawn which leads to a dry stone 
wall I built 25 years ago and which is  surprisingly still standing. Below that, a 
couple of feet lower, is the bottom meadow, and over the fence is the big 
garden – miles of fields kept in good order by farmer Michael Longfoot, to 
whom I am grateful. 
I then made the weekly trip to the recycling centre at Oundle - perhaps the 
highlight of my social life. You meet a good class of people there, driving in 
from miles around with car boots full of rubbish, burning up tyre rubber and 
petrol, polluting the air and clogging the roads to get there. I gloomily suspect 
that the entire Green and Global Warming Movements will eventually be 
revealed as national diseases designed to raise money and provide jobs for 
people who ought to know better. But we are asked to do it, so we do our best. 
Then I enjoyed the weekly game of snooker. We’re a poor lot, really. Potting 
three balls in succession is the equivalents of holing in one at golf, but snooker 
seems to be the only game left for which we can raise the necessary puff. 
This year seems to be something special. Why, for instance, is the nesting box 
I put up years ago inhabited for the first time? Two blue tits are in residence. 
Why does there seem to be a greater variety of bird life in my back garden 
than there has been in the 38 years since I moved in?  Could it be that, after 
decades of leaving out bird food, the garden has achieved fame as an avian 
Little Chef of the Nene Valley? Why, for the first time, have I seen a vixen 
gambolling with three cubs just over the fence? The cubs have disappeared, 
although I saw mum lolloping about last evening. So have most of the dog 
walkers since the bull, cows and calves took up residence. 
Overall, the field has become a modest nature reserve, lacking only a Kate 
Humble and a Bill Oddie. Both are worth serious study so I am keeping a keen 
eye on things – hopefully the Humble. 
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Pre-School - Summer Ball  
  
To celebrate the end of the school year, Pre-School is holding a Summer Ball 
at The Queens Head in Nassington on Saturday 19th July. 
The tickets cost £40.00 per person and include a welcome drink down by the 
river, a three course dinner with coffee and dancing until 1pm.  During the 
evening there will also be a raffle and an auction.    
The evening's festivities start at 7.30pm and all proceeds will be going to the 
Village Pre-School. 
If you are interested in coming and would like to book some tickets or 
you would like some more information then please contact either Debbie on 
01780 783936 or Rick on 0790 5522185. 
Pre-School is a charity run for the benefit of all  local children from the ages of 
two and a half years until they go to school.  It is run by very professional and 
dedicated staff and supported by a hard working and willing committee - but 
we all need your help and support to keep us going.  So why not get a few 
friends together and come and have a great evening with us.  

WASTE BOX COLLECTION 2008  
 

Monday 7 th  July  Green Box 
Monday 14 th July  Red Box 
Monday 21 st July  Green & Blue Box 

 Monday 28 th July  Red Box    
  

Green Box = Recyclables 
Red Box     = Newspapers and Magazines 
Blue Box    = Bottles and Jars 

Nene Valley Railway 
 

We have been having a discussion here at the railway and, now that Yarwell 
Station is up and running, we would like to extend our "Villagers Pass"  
scheme to residents of Yarwell and Nassington.  It means that villagers are 
offered a 50% discount on normal fares (it does not apply to Special Events 
such as Santa Specials, Thomas' Birthday etc). 
To apply for a pass residents simply need to contact me by e-mail at  
hannah.h@nvr.org.uk , by post to Nene Valley Railway, Wansford Station,  
Stibbington, Peterborough PE8 6LR or telephone 01780 784444. 
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Bishop John Flack, telephone 01780 782271, Priest-in-charge of the Benefice of 
Nassington, Yarwell, Woodnewton and Apethorpe. Pastoral Assistant Jo Booth 
01780 783060.  Churchwarden Alan Rodger 01780 782736  

 
 

CHURCH SERVICES FOR JULY 2008 
 
 
 

6th July  
8.30am    Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
9.30am  Family Service       at Nassington 
11.00am  Holy Eucharis t  at Apethorpe 
6.00pm   Evening Prayer (Anglican) at Yarwell 
 

13th July 
8.30am    Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
10.00am  Holy Communion  at Nassington 
11.00am  Matins   at Apethorpe 
6.00pm    Evening Prayer (Methodist) at Yarwell  
 

20th July  
  8.30am  Holy Communion  at Nassington 
  10.00am   Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
  11.00am  Holy Eucharist  at Apethorpe 
  6.00pm    Evening Prayer  at Yarwell 
 
 
27th July  

8.30am     Holy Communion  at Woodnewton  
 10.00am    Holy Communion  at Yarwell 
 11.00am   Holy Eucharist  at Apethorpe 
 6.00pm   Evensong   at Nassington 
 

3rd August  
8.30am     Holy Communion  at Woodnewton  

 9.30am    Family Service  at Nassington 
 11.00am   Holy Eucharist  at Apethorpe 
 6.00pm   Evening Prayer (Anglican) at Yarwell 
 
  
 


