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NASSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MARCH 2008  
 

Allotments  

The new perimeter hedge has been planted.  The Parish Council would like to 
pass on huge thanks to Yvonne Banke for all her hard work in the bid process 
to secure the funding and in co-ordinating the tenders and work.   

Replacement of the Pavilion  

Thank you to the villagers who were able to attend the meeting in early 
February.  A few initial ideas came out of this meeting.  The next stage in the 
process of wish-list / ‘what the village wants’ / information gathering is a 
questionnaire that will be distributed to every home in the Parish.  The Parish 
Council is  keen to learn of the views of as many people as possible as part of 
this consultation process and urges everyone to make an effort to complete 
and return their form. If you have not already received your form, look out for it 
and make sure you make your ideas known   

Parish Council Vacancy  

The Parish Council has regretfully accepted the resignation of Stephen Hewitt 
and would like to pass on its thanks for Stephen’s contribution over the past 
few years.  This leaves a casual vacancy on the council – if you would like to 
consider putting yourself forward, please contact the clerk or any of the Parish 
CouncillorsP Norman Smith 

Clerk to Nassington Parish Council 
Tel: 01780 783257 
E-mail  pnormansmith@ btinternet.com  
 

OUNDLE DEANERY PILGRIMAGE WALK  
 

A pilgrimage walk from Oundle Deanery to Peterborough will take place on 
Saturday 29th March 2008. 
The walk, approx’ 13 miles, will start at St Peter's Church Oundle at 9am-meet 
at 8.45am,and arrive at the Cathedral in time for Evensong at 15.30pm. 
The route will take in Warmington, Elton and Alwalton, following the River 
Nene some of the way. Perhaps people may care to join the pilgrimage at 
these village stages. 
Walkers will need strong walking boots/shoes, food and drink for the day, and 
appropriate clothing. 
The Cathedral will provide tea and cakes after the service and then we will 
take the bus back to Oundle-so a small amount of cash will be needed. 
Best wishes, 
Richard Ormston, Rural Dean. 
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NASSINGTON CHURCH 
 
FAMILY SERVICE. 
This will be held at Yarwell Church on Sunday 2nd March at 9.30pm.This is 
also MOTHERING SUNDAY when we thank our Mum’s for all they do and 
have done for us. So please come along and show your thanks and love to 
your Mum, but remember to bring her with you! 
SONGS OF PRAISE. 
60 brave souls attended this fantastic evening, even though it was blowing a 
gale and very cold. As always the Yarwell and Nassington Britannia Band did 
us proud and as always we say a very big thank you to them. 
LAUNDE ABBEY. 
A small group of us attended Launde Abbey on February 15th,and what a 
great time we had. Launde Abbey is so peaceful and just walking in the 
grounds and 300 acre park makes you feel more at peace and all your 
problems seem to disappear. We were looked after by Beryl, who is the 
assistant warden at the Abbey, after coffee we had a small discussion on Lent, 
we then had almost 2 hours to do our own thing, walking, relaxing reading 
from the library, sitting in the small but tranquil Chapel. At lunch we were 
waited on and then we joined other groups there for coffee and a chat. We 
then had another small session with Beryl, then free again until 4pm when we 
had tea and home-made biscuits and then we returned home. Launde Abbey 
is only about 30 minutes from Nassington, west along the A47, turn off for 
East Norton and follow the road to the Abbey. The Abbey offers afternoon teas 
on a Sunday and everyone is welcome to walk around the grounds afterwards. 
They also hold various events throughout the year,which do soon get booked 
up. Visitors can book in for a few days peace and quiet in their lovely 
bedrooms. For more details please phone 01572 717254 or log on to 
www.launde.org.uk. 
WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER. 
Every year women from all over the world from all backgrounds and religions 
have a special day on which they all pray. This year the day is on MARCH 7TH 
and our local service will be held at WOODNEWTON CHURCH AT 2PM. The 
service lasts for around 1 hour, so people with children to collect from school 
are still able to attend. Please feel free to join us there. 
CHURCH SPRING CLEAN. 
Just a reminder that we are holding our annual spring clean from 13th to 15th 
March, with the main day being Saturday 15th. As Bishop John is getting 
licensed in April we really want to have the Church gleaming, so if you can 
help at all please let me know and I will put your name on the list. Wendy 
Tomalin 784937. 
SUPER SER CALOR GAS HEATER 
The Church still has a gas heater surplus to requirements. If anyone is 
interested in this please contact Philippa Joyce on 782773. We would ask for 
a small donation for the Church. Delivery may be possible, if unable to collect. 
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EASTER SERVICES AT NASSINGTON . 
Maundy Thursday. Holy Communion at 7pm. Good Friday. Service from 1pm 
until 2pm.Easter Day. 6pm Evening Service. This may be subject to change, 
so please check the notice boards at the Church nearer the day. 
FELLOWSHIP MEETING 
This will be held on Tuesday 25th March, starting at 7pm, at Paul Parker’s 
home,11 Westmoreland Close. Peter and Anne Konig will be giving a talk on 
Wintershall with TV. If you wish to attend please contact Paul on 782976 
before the day for catering purposes. 
COFFEE MORNING 
Just a reminder that the first coffee morning of the year will be on Saturday 5th 
April, in the Church from 10.30am until 12 noon, where you will have the 
opportunity to purchase books ,Fairtrade items handmade jewellery and 
handmade cards, as well as catch up on all the gossip with friends old and 
new over a cup of tea or coffee and a cake of biscuit. 
Wendy Tomalin  01780 784937 
Email-stanleytomalin@btinternet.com 
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Queen Eleanor Technology College (Sports Hall)�
Green Lane�
Stamford�
Lincolnshire�
PE9 1HE�
For the U9's and U11's it will be 5-6pm. Starting on Sat the 23rd Feb, then Sat 
1st March, Sat 8th March and Sat 15th March�
Cost £12 for all the sessions or £3/session�
We have ECB Level 2 coaches in attendance to provide excellent tuition and 
fun routines.�
Please contact Jonathan Potter on 07789400121 for Under 9's�
We also have teams at U11, U13, U15 and U17.�
Please contact Mallie on 0775 382 5591 regarding the higher age groups. 
Thanks very much�
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Ever since we’ve learned that some of our MPs regard 
their jobs as a means of keeping their relatives in comfort, a nagging thought 
keeps me awake at night. It’s got so bad that people taking their dogs for 
walkies down by the river peer in the front window with knowing looks on their 
faces. I’m sure they’ve heard that over the years, fees for writing this column 
have sent quite a few of my large family on foreign holidays. I have a good 
defence against this (although mud sticks) but it’s more difficult over my 
admitted stealing from Nassington Newsletter plc, or whatever it’s called. All I 
can plead is forgetfulness, which seems to work for MPs overlooking a few 
thousand in pots on the mantelpiece, but since I’m not an MP this might be 
thin ice. I will deal with that later, if I can pluck up courage, but first let’s see to 
allowances. There are no allowances. 
USE OF COMPUTER: As an internet illiterate, I can just about write this 
column on the screen, but cannot e-mail it to Newsletter plc. So I get someone 
in to do it. He is an expert – could be called a consultant – but he has to come 
up from Bristol and that means an overnight stay, sometimes two. So I am out 
of pocket for two nights bed and board (changing the duvet and so on) plus his 
vast fee. What allowance do I receive? None. 
USE OF OFFICE: wear and tear on computer, carpet, chair, heating, lighting, 
two glasses of wine and five cigarettes while writing this stuff. I am also the 
cleaner. Recompense? Nil. 
ENTERTAINMENT: Where do you think I pick up all the little nuggets you read 
here? All over the place, quite often in pubs. This costs money. Do I get any 
back? No. 
MEETINGS: Two a year. That means wash, shave, deodorant and a clean 
shirt. Plus travel. It all adds up – all out of my pocket. 
STAPLING: Every so often I pin the Newsletter together – two or three hours 
of boring banging on the stapler, then delivering to the distributors. Nothing for 
all this, either. 
Which brings me to the theft. Two or three years ago, when returning the 
stapling kit, I forgot to include one of those rubber finger-tip things which help 
you to pick up paper. Since then it has stood within eye-level view of the 
dining table. I just never got around to giving it back. But in the present climate 
I thought I’d better sort it out – and found it had gone. 
I plead pressure, the staff, maladministration – anything. It was good enough 
for the cabinet minister who, even with his large staff, employs his 80-year-old 
mother at £5,000 a year to do something or other, and managed to overlook 
£100,000 in his back pocket. Me and my rubber thimble is small beer, but 
then, I’m not an MP. 
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NASSINGTON NEWSLETTER 
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EVENTS 

 
MONDAY  Refuse Collection 

    Lunch Club (for the retired) 
    Pre-School at Yarwell Village Hall 
    Church bell ringing 
    Yarwell singers at Yarwell Village Hall 
 
 TUESDAY  Free Bus Service to Oundle 
    Cubs and Scouts 
    Pre-School at Yarwell Village Hall 
 
 WEDNESDAY  Church Service 
    Pre-School 
    Library Van (fortnightly) 
    Ladies Group (monthly) 
    Parish council meeting (monthly) 
    Y & N band at Yarwell Village Hall 
 
 THURSDAY  Market Day in Oundle (bus service) 
    Pre-School 
    Carpet bowls 
    Fish and chip van 
     
 FRIDAY  Dry cleaner calls at village shop 

Pre-School 
    Laxton Clinic (over 60’s) 
    Market day in Stamford (bus service) 
    Carpet Bowls    
  

SATURDAY  Church Service 
   Cricket Coaching 
       
SUNDAY  Church Services 
   Cricket (summer) 
 

Daily bus services to Peterborough timetable from the village 
shop. 

New village Website: - www.nassington.org.uk  
    



 8 

CONTACT NAMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
2008 

 
Contact     Name   Phone Number 
Pre-School Group  Lisa Johns  01780 782719 
Cubs    Ian McKay    01780 782864 
Scouts    Ian McKay    01780 782864 
Friends of Nassington School Mandy Veni   01780  783397 
Church Choir   John Goode   01780 782532 
Bell Ringing   Keith Underwood   01780784343 
Garden Society   Peter Riddington   01780 783004 
Sports Association  Clive Potter  01780 783721 
Ladies Group   Elaine Quincey    01780 782641 
Communicare   Bill Black    01780 783224 
Lunch Club (for the retired)  Jo Booth    01780 783060 
Nassington Carpet Bowls  Raymond Sewter   01780 783211 
Yarwell Singers   Rachel Kitchen    01780 783622 
Y & N Brass Band  Richard Sardeson   01780 783622 
Northants Wildlife Trust  Judy Stroud  01832 280837 
Adult Education   Sue Payne    01780 782747 
Library Service      01536-203304 
Village Hall (bookings)  Sue Payne    01780 782747 
Nassington Twinning Association  Fi Thompson    01780 470580 
Nassington Primary School Head – Paul Archer 

                Secretary -  Sally Gunning  01780 782743 
Rural Dean, Rev.Richard Ormiston    01832 275675 
Pastoral Assistant              Jo Booth    01780 783060.   
Church Wardens   Alan Rodger    01780 782736 
Church Secretary   Wendy Tomalin  01780 784937 
Parish Council   Chair – Sarah Rodger   01780 782736 

                Clerk – P.Norman Smith   01780 783257 
Garden Waste Collection  E.Northants Council   01832-742026 
Capitol Letters   Rick Broughton  0870 2407859 
Nassington Stores/Post Office Stan & Rita Stanymyr   01780 782624 
Kingscliffe Bakery   Mr O’Sullivan    01780 470205 
J & RG Mould, Butchers  Simon Mould    01780 782249 
Winesmiths Wine Shop     01780 783102 
Griffins (Coal & Gas)     01780 782540 
Plumber    Roger Munro   444058 
Electrician   Robert Sadler    01832 2266041 
Neighbourhood Watch  Paul Burges    01780 783123                                                                                                                        
Police (non-emergency calls)    08453 700700 
Wansford Surgery     01780 782342  
Oundle Surgery      01832-273408 
Rivergate Medical centre (out of hours)   01733 293838  
Nassington Newsletter (editor) Maureen Underwood  01780 784343  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
If any of these names or numbers needs to be revise d 

would you please advise the editor? 



 9 

HOW THIS VILLAGE PURCHASED ITS VILLAGE HALL  
 

THE INITIATIVE 
 
In Nassington there were two Halls, adjacent to each other on Church Street.  
They had been previously, a Methodist Chapel and School Room.  These 
were owned by Mr. Robert Hidderley and were being put up for sale. 
 
The chapel building was currently being used by the Nassington Brass Band 
for practising and the school room was empty except for a weekly meeting of 
the Mother and Toddler Group.  The latter had been used until fairly recently 
as business premises. 
 
The Parish Council decided to call a meeting to assess the response of the 
people of the village to a proposal for purchasing a building as a village hall. 
In order to get as high a turn-out for the meeting as possible every household 
in Nassington was visited and the proposal explained.  
 
THE MEETING 
 
On 6th July 1983 the meeting was held in the Methodist Chapel building.  
A hundred and one parishioners packed the room and a lively discussion took 
place at the end of which a 75% vote was recorded in favour of purchasing the 
school room at the price of £15,000. 
A purchasing committee was then elected to undertake the initial steps 
needed towards the eventual purchase of the hall. 
These were:- 
Mr P Acred, Mrs H Brown, Mr S Dawson, Mr R Flack, Mrs S Payne, Mrs J 
Turner.  Mr. M Griffith (ex officio). 
 
A short meeting immediately the hall had cleared agreed on the following:- 
A verbal offer of £15,000 was to be made for the school room. 
This offer was subject to contract and with the proviso that the restrictive 
covenants placed on the usage of the Hall by the Methodists could be waived. 
Letters were sent to all organisations in the village inviting them to nominate a 
representative to sit on the prospective Village Hall Committee. 
The first committee meeting was held on the 14th July 1983. 
 
 
LIFTING THE COVENANTS 
 
The Methodist church when selling their properties put a covenant on them.  In 
the case of the school room the restrictions were on Alcoholic Beverages, 
Dances and Gambling. 
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Obviously no village hall could function with this sort of curtailment on its 
activities and indeed, no grants would be given unless they were removed. 
 
 
On 14th July 1983 Mr. Griffith, who was dealing with this particular obstacle, 
announced that the Manchester Circuit of the Methodist Church had verbally 
agreed to the partial lifting of covenants.  This would allow alcohol at private 
parties and weddings etc and Whist Drives 
 
Whilst functions involving the above could be arranged at the discretion of the 
Village Hall Committee they did not allow a private bar to be organised. 
However it was established that the covenant may be lifted in its entirety after 
the property concerned had been out of church auspices for five years. 
No further action could be taken on this matter until the local Methodist Church 
Circuit (Peterborough) met in September. 
 
On the 21st July 1983 Mr. Griffith had a telephone conversation with the Rev. 
T. Markham who was the chairman of the committee.  Mr. Markham had been 
on holiday for two weeks but copies of the relevant correspondence between 
Mr. Griffith and the Property Division of the Church had been sent to him.  
However Mr. Markham was leaving Peterborough in August and the Rev. J. R. 
Laking-Smith was to take over the chairman’s seat.  Since the only way of 
lifting the covenant was to get a positive decision from the Methodist Circuit 
meeting, it was decided that Mr. Griffith should visit the Rev. Laking-Smith to 
state the case for the lifting of the restrictions.  At the same time local 
Methodists were asked to put pen to paper and express to the Peterborough 
Church Circuit their approval for the school room to become a village hall. 
 
The Methodist Circuit are the managing trustees for all freehold property in the 
area.  Since circuit meetings include representatives from twenty-eight 
churches, there are normally sixty to seventy people present at each meeting 
and these must reach agreement for a proposal to be carried. 
 
Notwithstanding this, on the 20th September 1983 Mr. Griffith reported that the 
Methodist Circuit meeting held on 14th September had unanimously 
recommended that the restrictive Covenants on the ex-Nassington church 
school room should be lifted in their entirety. 
 
It was also reported that the Methodist Church Property Division in 
Manchester had been contacted and a request made that the necessary legal 
documents be forwarded to the Solicitors who were acting for the committee. 
Since it was believed that the Property Division of the Church may not have 
been best suited for fast reaction times, a written confirmation of the Methodist 
Circuit resolution was requested in order to expedite the grant with the County 
Council.   A letter signed by Rev. Laking-Smith, Superintendent Minister, 
rescinding the Covenants was written on 6th October 1983.  
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Extracts from: - 
“Aspects of the History of 

Nassington” 
 

 by Alec Jackson 
Three 
Sheep-shearing was done in the Fencroft 
paddock, opposite the old post office and bake 
house in Station Road. As a small boy I used to 
sit on the wall watching, but not for very long 
because my mother didn’t like to see the poor 
sheep being hurt. Shearing was done with hand 
clippers which had sharp points, and often 
caused nasty cuts on struggling sheep. 
In hot weather the sheep were checked to see 

whether they were “flied.” This happened when wool on their back legs became matted 
and often were infected with live maggots. These “claggings” were cut off, but in severe 
cases maggots were in the flesh – it could happen overnight. This distressing condition 
was not overcome until compulsory dipping with organo phosphates was introduced. 
Although it is now known to be dangerous it helped the sheep. 
Sheep have a tendency when lying down to roll over and become “cast.” With their 
broad, flat backs they cannot get up, so if someone doesn’t help, they die. Everyone 
knew this, so walkers and cyclists kept an eye on flocks and told the farmer if there 
was any trouble. 
In the very bad winter of 1947 Boy Fenn noticed that sheep disappeared, one by one 
over several days, from the bull’s field near the station. When the snow melted weeks 
later, the fleeces and parts of the carcasses were found in the hedge bottom. They had 
been slaughtered in the field. It was assumed that displaced persons from the camp at 
Sibson had been responsible. 
“Shepherding” covered a multitude of tasks around the farm. Mr Fenn used to do this 
himself, but when he became a magistrate it fell more and more on to Boy Fenn. It 
involved visiting all the fields to check that mares and foals, and young horses waiting 
to be broken in, were in good health. 
Bullocks and heifers, and the young bull that was with them, also had to be counted 
and checked. Boy and I once found the bull missing. We couldn’t find him in the 
neighbouring fields, but he turned up later that evening down at Yarwell Mill, obviously 
after a trip down the river. He could have tried to get out on either side of Wilgar Bridge 
but had presumably been swept through by the strong current. So he went on until the 
grids in the river just before the mill wheel stopped him. A couple of cows from the 
football field were walked down as escorts and he was led back to where he was 
wanted, with the heifers in the meadows.  
NEXT MONTH: It’s harvest time. 
This series of articles is based on Alec Jackson’s booklets. Sue Payne has kindly 
agreed to keep copies of these and to accept corrections and additional information 
through personal knowledge, photographs and old deeds, and to keep the computer 
record up to date. Any information and ideas are welcome. 
The contacts are: alecandshirley.jackson@virgin.net. Their address is Heron’s Reach, 
Shute End, Alderbury, Salisbury, SP5 3DJ. Sue Payne can be contacted on 
suepayne26@tiscali.co.uk, or at 26 Woodnewton Road,  
Nassington, Peterborough, PE8 6QQ. 
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ADVERTISING RATES FOR NASSINGTON NEWSLETTER  
 

EIGHTH PAGE       - £2 PER MONTH 
QUARTER PAGE  - £3 PER MONTH 
HALF PAGE          - £5 PER MONTH 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WASTE BOX COLLEC TION 2008 
 

Monday  3 rd March  Green & Blue Box 
Monday 10 th March  Red Box 
Monday 17 th March  Green Box 
Tuesday 25 th March  Red Box 

 Monday 31 st March  Green & Blue Box  

Green Box = Recyclables 
Red Box     = Newspapers and Magazines 
Blue Box    = Bottles and Jars 

Please note the blue box (bottles and jars) are col lected monthly. 

WANTED  
 

Garage to rent 
in Nassington. 

Please call 
782558 after 

6pm if you can 
help. 
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The benefice is in interregnum, until 19 April: - contact Reverend Canon  
Richard Ormston 01832 273595   Pastoral Assistant  Jo Booth 01780 

783060.  Churchwarden  Alan Rodger 01780 782736  

CHURCH SERVICES FOR MARCH 2008 
 
2nd March Mothering Sunday  

8.30am    Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
9.30am    Family Service  at Yarwell 
11.00am      at Apethorpe 
6.00pm    Evensong at Nassington 

7th March Women’s World day of Prayer  
  2.00pm  Service   at Warmington 
9th March  
  8.30am  Holy Communion  at Nassington 

10.00am  Holy Communion   at Woodnewton 
11.00am      at Apethorpe 
3.00pm    Joint service (Methodist) at Yarwell  

16th March Palm Sunday  
8.30am    Holy Communion  at Nassington 
10.00am  Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
11.00am  Holy Communion  Apethorpe 
3.00pm    Evensong at Yarwell 

20th March Maundy Thursday 
  7.00pm  Holy Communion  at Nassington 
21st March Good Friday  
  12 Noon  Devotional Service  at Yarwell 
  1.00pm   Devotional Service  at Nassington 
  2.00pm    Devotional Service  at Woodnewton 
23rd March 

8.30am     Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
10.00am   Holy Communion  at Yarwell 
11.00am    at Apethorpe 
6.00pm  Evensong at Nassington 

30th March  
10.00am  Benefice Holy Communion at Yarwell 

 6.00pm     Deanery Evensong  at thrapston 
6th April  

8.30am     Holy Communion  at Woodnewton  
 9.30am     Family Service  at Nassington 
 11.00am    at Apethorpe 
 3.00pm     Evening Prayer  at Yarwell 


