
 1 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS, January 2008 
Happy New Year wishes from the Parish Council 

 
 

Directory of of Parish Councillors 
 
A reminder to you of the Current Parish Councillors with effect from 
January 2008:  You can email any of the Parish Councillors by clicking 
on their name on the Parish Councillors webpage at nassington.org.uk 
 
Sarah Rodger: (Chairman) Springside 15 Station Road 782736 
Yvonne Banke: (Vice Chair Old Sulehay Lodge Sulehay Rd  782841 
Andrew Codman Frog Hall Northfields Lane 784394 
Paul Burgess 8 Westmorland Road 783123 
Brian Farrow 36 Church Street 782844 
Jane Norman 51 Station Road 784550 
Barbara Curtis Inglebro 60 Station Road 783048 
Guy Curtis   Inglebro 60 Station Road 783048 
Stephen Hewitt 20  The Drove  
 
Clerk to Nassington Parish Council P Norman Smith Willowbrook 8a 
Parkway Close Nassington PE8 6QF 783257  
e-mail pnormansmith@btinternet.com 
 
Forthcoming Dates of Parish Meetings in 2008 – Second Wednesday 
of each month 
9th January 2008    9th July 2008 
13th February     13th August 
12th March     10th September 
9th April     8th October 
23rd April Annual Parish Meeting  12th November 
14th May     10th December 
11th June 
 
Proposed New Community Centre / Pavilion / Sports Hall 
 
A meeting will take place on February 6th in the village hall in 
Nassington.  Please make a diary note and try to be there.  It is 
important that as many views as possible are taken into account and 
that the aspirations of the whole village are voiced.   
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Footpath through the churchyard 
 
The footpath through the churchyard is scheduled in to the County 
Council’s repair schedule for early in the new year.  The main aim is to 
infill the broken tarmac and little potholes that cause a nuisance to 
wheelchair and pushchair users and a potential hazard to pallbearers.  
The work is expected to take a day, but may spill into a second.  The 
churchyard footpath will be closed as once the repair work is finished, a 
layer of ‘golden gravel’ will be applied to blend it in with the rest of 
Church Street.  We are hoping that this work will be completed before 
the schools reconvene, but realistically it is more likely to be later in 
January.  Please contact the clerk for any further information.  
 
Web Site 
 
Thank you for the contributions so far.  More are needed.  Please use 
the links on the site to submit information about your group or 
organisation.   
 
Planning 
APPLICATION  EN/07/01957/LBC 
 
Removal of condition six relating to EN/06/02203/FUL that the 
development will not be occupied for more than 28 days in any twelve 
month period by any individuals or group of individuals at 4 
Fotheringhay Road  Nassington Peterborough Northamptonshire PE8 
6QU 
APPLICATION  EN/07/01957/LBC 
 
Replacement of existing front door with door appropriate to the age of 
the building at 22 Church Street Nassington Peterborough 
Northamptonshire PE8 6QG 
 
In respect of both this application the Parish Council had no objection 
or comment 
 
P Norman Smith 
Clerk to Nassington Parish Council Willowbrook 8a Parkway Close 
Nassington PE8 6QF 
e-mail pnormansmith@btinternet.com    
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NEWS RELEASE 

Sun shines on volunteer celebration! 
Enjoying the countryside and highlighting how 

committed volunteer help to enhance it. 
December 2007 

 
On Tuesday the 11th December the Wildlife Trust celebrated the success of its 
‘Valley Volunteers’ project with a morning guided walk, mince pies and mulled 
wine at Ring Haw Field Station at Old Sulehay Nature Reserve. Wildlife Trust 
staff and many dedicated volunteers were joined by Dr Ian Williamson from 
Natural England’s Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund Grants Management 
Team, which is funding the Valley Volunteer Project, he said "The Valley 
Volunteers Project is the only current ALSF project specifically targeted at 
conservation volunteers and due to the dedication of Wildlife Trust staff and 
volunteers alike, continues to be a major success story; this can only bode 
well for the future management of nature in the Nene Valley. The event held at 
Old Sulehay was a great opportunity for me to meet many of 
those involved and also enjoy a 'grand day out' in the winter sunshine.” 
 
The weather held and all enjoyed a walk in the sunshine, taking in the sights 
and sounds of this very special nature reserve, from the cry of a buzzard 
circling overhead to the stunning spectacle of a spindle tree in full fruit, bright 
pink against a winter hedgerow. As part of the tour, Reserves Manager, Jane 
Pearman and Senior Reserves Officer for Northamptonshire, Paul Evans gave 
talks on the management of reserves along the Nene valley, the Trust’s Vision 
for the Valley and the history of the Old Sulehay Reserve. 
 
The Nene Valley Volunteer Development Officer, Rosie Blackman also spoke 
about the many volunteering opportunities the Trust offers, she said: “A wide 
variety of roles are available to potential volunteers; there are opportunities for 
people throughout Northamptonshire and beyond, at all levels of knowledge 
and skill and for people who want to volunteer full time or just one day a 
month. It’s all about getting closer to your local wildlife and as some of the 
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volunteers here have shown you have the opportunity to make new friends 
and learn new skills from each other and the experts” . 
 
Ecology Group members; Judy Stroud, Jeremy Rusher, Judy Rusher and 
Voluntary Warden of Short Wood Nature Reserve Keith Alvey gave accounts 
of the volunteer work they have been involved in and are looking forward to 
taking part in the near future. Judy Stroud commented; “A most enjoyable, 
friendly and informative walk around Old Sulehay. Meeting enthusiastic and 
dedicated Wildlife Trust staff and volunteers is always inspiring. ” 
 
Juliette Butler, Wildlife Training Workshops officer rounded the talks off with 
an outline of the latest training opportunities which include the wide range of 
wildlife courses available in 2008, from bats and birds, to wild flowers and 
insects. 
 
Nick Hammond, Director of the Beds, Cambs, Northants and Peterborough 
Wildlife Trust said “In addition to the place, the weather and the seamless 
organisation a highlight of the morning was hearing the volunteers express 
their experiences so eloquently.”  
 
Closing the morning’s event Brain Eversham, Conservation Director added 
"The event was a powerful demonstration of how crucial volunteers are to the 
work and the future of the Wildlife Trust.  Faced with climate change and 
massive housing and industrial growth, we need to manage our nature 
reserves even better - and volunteers are a key to that. And more than ever, 
we need to monitor the effectiveness of all that we do, and to track the 
changes in local wildlife brought about by climate change. Our Ecology 
Groups are a future face of the unrivalled 300-year tradition of British natural 
history."  
 
If you would like to find out more about the volunteer opportunities near 
you please contact Rosie Blackman on 01954 713535 or 
ecologygroups@wildlifebcnp.org  
Issued by the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Northamptonshire and 
Peterborough. 
 
The Wildlife Trust, The Manor House, Broad Street, Great 
Cambourne, Cambridgeshire, CB23 6DH. For more information 
on Wildlife Trust Nature Reserves to visit, membership details 
and volunteering opportunities, please visit our website at 
www.wildlifebcnp.org. For more information about this project 
please call Rosie Blackman on 01954 713535. 
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NASSINGTON CHURCH 

 
CHRISTMAS DONATION. 
We would like to thank the gentleman and his wife from the village, who 
although Senior Citizens, have saved their loose change and amassed £26 to 
give to the Church fund. This was a terrific effort and we thank them both for 
their generosity. 
CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING. 
As always this was very well attended and the magnificent sum of £388 
pounds was raised. So a very big thank you to all those who helped,those who 
had stalls but mostly thank you too all who came and spent money. 
 

BAND CAROL CONCERT. 
A full house, as usual, for this start to the Christmas season. A HUGE sum of 
£406 was collected. Half will go to Sue Ryder Home at Thorpe Hall(the Band’s 
charity) and half to Christian Aid Bangledesh cyclone appeal.  Thank you to all 
who played in the Yarwell and Nassington Brittania Band (apologies for earlier 
incorrect name). 
 

FELLOWSHIP MEETING. 
The January meeting will be held on Tuesday 22 January at Anne and John 
Marriott’s home, 35 Church Street. The presenter will be Hilary Hardie 
speaking about ethical dilemma. If you are going please ring Anne on 783603 
for catering purposes. 
The Nassington Parochial Church Council hope you all had a very peaceful 
and Happy Christmas, and wish everyone a healthy and Happy New Year. 
 
As always, if anyone wishes to contact me the address is below. 
Wendy Tomalin 784937 
e-mail—stanleytomalin@btinternet.com  
 
 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL  
 

As you know, this year we had no door to door collections which is 
quite a change for Nassington, but we saturated the village with static 
collection boxes which raised a magnificent total of £527.76. 
Thank you all for your continued generosity in giving and our school, 
church, shops and pubs for hosting the collections. 
Judith Farrow.
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BYGONES .......... 
 

Nassington Ladies Choir 
1935 – Oundle Music Festival Winners of the Cup & B anner  

 
 

 
 
 
BACK ROW left to right:-   Ella Rowles, Joan Crowson (Mrs Jakins), 
Kathleen Black (Mrs Bellairs), Mrs Clay (Yarwell, Iris Wetherall (Mrs 
Lock – Yarwell), Vera Brown (Mrs White), Marjorie Fenn (Mrs Skinner), 
Peggy Ball (Mrs Pridmore). 
 
CENTRE ROW:-  Miss Black (Woodnewton School teacher), Mrs 
Mould, Mrs fostrer, Mrs Black (neé Beale), connie Black (Mrs Moisey), 
Joan Black (Mrs Sharman), Mrs Smith (wife of Nassington 
schoolmaster), Mrs Veasey, Winnie Jackson (Mrs Strangward). 
FRONT ROW:-  Mollie Rowles (Mrs Lock), Edie Hull (Mrs Crane), Mrs 
Thorpe, Mr rowles, May collins (Mrs Clay), Miss Jones (Yarwell head), 
Cynthis Watson (Mrs Sparrow). 
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IF a chap knocked on your front door and said he intended to pinch a tenner 
from your back pocket to help him get a better job, what would you say? So 
would I, or something similar, in a very loud voice. Yet, by suggesting that we 
should pay their election expenses, this is what our politicians are doing. 
These are the people with healthy salaries, gold-plated pensions, help with 
their second homes, and free travel among the perks: the same people who 
have just awarded themselves £10,000 a year to help with their 
communications, whatever that involves. (One has already been sussed out 
being a bit naughty over what “communications” means). 
Don’t politicians ever consider paying for something out of their own pockets? 
Apparently not.  Now that they’ve been caught taking cash from anywhere, 
some of them think we should stump up for their election campaigns. I can’t 
think of any reason why we should pay for printing their porkies or for 
helicopters and “battlebuses” to whiz them round the country with a 
hairdresser on board to spruce them up for TV. They should get on their bikes 
and start pedalling – wearing hats if they’re worried about their hair. 
I feel the same way about professional footballers, although we shouldn’t take 
such a farcical game even slightly seriously. The sooner the whole affair 
implodes and we start again with youngsters playing in a field with coats as 
goalposts, the better it will be. By then, of course, we should have realised that 
players and officials should be paid only what they can earn at the gate, not by 
TV moguls and assorted foreigners. That would sort out the true believers 
from the financial hangers-on. 
As I write, a foreigner is being suggested as the next England manager. He’s 
not the first, of course, but the way things are going it won’t be long before the 
rules are changed and the “England” team will consist of lads with 
unpronounceable names who can’t even pronounce the name of their 
favourite night club. (The one being considered at the moment can’t even 
speak English). Surely, an English team with a foreigner at the helm is a 
blatant case of deception? He’s the brains behind the whole thing. 
I see our Prime Minister thinks too many foreigners are involved in our soccer. 
That’s rich, considering his nationality. 
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Extracts from: - 
“Aspects of the 

History of 
Nassington” 

 
 by Alec Jackson 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I was born in Nassington in 1930.  My mother was a Nassington girl, 
Mabel Alice Starsmore.  Her mother was a Foster, her maternal 
grandmother a Bream and her paternal grandmother a Parkinson.  All 
Nassington families since the early 19th Century. 
 
My father’s family moved into the Prebendal farmhouse, when Mr S W 
Fenn moved out and Mr Babbs took the farm.  My grandfather was his 
farm foreman. 
 
My parents first home was 1 Runnel Lane, their second was 70 Station 
Road and I lived there until 1949 when I joined the army.  Except for 
the years when I was serving abroad I have been back during almost 
every leave period and to most August Bank Holiday Flow Shows. 
 
My maternal grandparents, my parents and I were married in 
Nassington Church.  My mother, my brother and I, my wife and my 
children were christened there. 
 
I have been working on these “Aspects of the History of Nassington” 
booklets since 2000, in conjunction with many people who were living 
in the village in the Thirties and forties and I thank them all for their 
advice and help. 
Sue Payne has kindly agreed to accept and maintain copies of the 
booklets, to hold them in the village, to accept corrections to my “first 
editions” and any additional information anyone can provide from 
personal knowledge, from photographs or from the deeds belonging to 
their homes and to help to keep them up to date. 
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One 
 

When World War II broke out in 1939, there were eight farms over 175 
acres and five smallholdings in Nassington, covering 2,300.314 acres.  
Alec Jackson knew them well.  As a young lad, he helped look after 
some of the 40 horses, seven ponies, four bulls, 101 cows, 382 
bullocks, 10 rams, 270 ewes and 120 yearlings that roamed the fields.  
These are the kind of details he has put together (you can even learn 
how to harness a plough horse) in his fascinating account of farm life in 
Nassington, when power came from horses, humans and a few 
primitive tractors. 
 

All the farms were mixed arable, growing corn, wheat for bread, barley 
for brewing, oats for horses, mangles for cattle, Swedes for sheep, and 
sugar beet as a cash crop.  Fenn’s and Lock’s farms each had cows for 
breeding and milk.  Most had bullocks for beef and some bred piglets 
for bacon.  Many families kept their own pig.  With piglets as prizes for 
the men’s and women’s champions, the skittle contest at the village 
show was always popular. 
 

The horses were mainly heavier males but each farm had one or two 
mares for breeding and work.  Some had stallions which were walked 
around the villages when required to cover a mare. 
 

Mobilisation in 1939 meant that farms were no longer the major 
employers they had been, so the boys whose job until then had been to 
lead horses took the place of the enlisted servicemen.  Some prisoners 
of war were also used, and women and girls played an increasing part 
in feeding the nation. 
 

Today, all but the Lyvden farmyard has disappeared, along with all the 
cowsheds and crew yards: just a few horses and ponies are kept for 
riding. 
 

Farms sold skimmed milk, cream and butter every morning and 
evening.  The butcher bought his meat at Oundle, Peterborough or 
Stamford markets.  He slaughtered on Thursday, butchered on Friday 
and sold most of his stock, fresh, on Saturday, wrapped in greaseproof 
paper and newspaper.  Home deliveries were made by the milkmaids 
on foot with their churns and the butcher boy with a basket on his bike.  
Bread was baked by Billy Hull or Alfred Dixon.        
Next month:  Hoeing the hard way.    
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ADVERTISING RATES FOR NASSINGTON NEWSLETTER  
 
EIGHTH PAGE     - £2 MONTHLY OR £24 FOR 15 MONTHS (IN ADVANCE)  
QUARTER PAGE - £3 MONTHLY OR £36 FOR 15 MONTHS (IN ADVANCE) 
HALF PAGE         - £5 MONTHLY OR £60 FOR 15 MONTHS (IN ADVANCE) 

����
The Reverend R.A.Loveless has retired; in the absence of a priest, contact 
Reverend Canon  Richard Ormston 01832 273595  Pastoral Assistant  Jo 
Booth 01780 783060.  Churchwarden  Alan Rodger 01780 782736  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH SERVICES FOR JANUARY 2008 
6th January 2008  

9.30am   Family Service & Baptism at Nassington 
10.00am  Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
11.00am  Holy Communion  at Apethorpe 
3.00pm   Evening Prayer at Yarwell 

13th January  
10.00am  Holy Communion   at Nassington 
11.00am Holy Communion  at Apethorpe 
3.00pm  Evening Prayer   at Yarwell 

20th January  
8.30am  Holy Communion  at Nassington 
10.00am  Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
11.00am  Holy Communion  Apethorpe 
3.00pm  Evening Prayer at Yarwell 

27th January 
8.30am   Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
10.00am   Holy Communion  at Yarwell 
11.00am    Holy Communion at Apethorpe 
6.00pm  Evensong at Nassington 

3rd February  
8.30am Holy Communion  at Woodnewton  

 9.30am  Family Service   at Nassington 
 11.00am    at Apethorpe 
 3.00pm  Evening Prayer   at Yarwell 
 6.00pm Songs of Praise with   at Nassington 
  With Y. & N. Band  

 


