NASSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL FEBRUARY 2008

Allotment News

Work has started on the next stage of the maintenance - the planting of
a hedge. It should be finished by the time this newsletter is published.

The Parish Council successfully applied for a grant from The River
Nene Regional Park, Inspired Spaces scheme, which aims to enhance
the character and quality of the environment for public amenities and
wildlife. The grant will match the funds paid by the Council, and work
by the Allotments Committee counts towards the money. So thanks to
the members of the committee, and special thanks to Charlotte
Lemmon who prepared the detailed specification of the hedge,
preparatory work and planting. The contractor selected from the
tenders is local; Peter Riddington.

Despite the wet (so glad we had water put on) and windy weather,
some allotments are already being cleared after winter. There will be a
few whole or half plots available for next year. If you are interested
please contact either Yvonne (782841) or Andrew (784294) for details

Nassington School Board of Governors

With regret Jane Norman has resigned from the Nassington School
Board of Governors but hopes to be able to maintain links between the
Parish Council, School and the wider community. The school
governors are looking to replace Jane with another community
governor — if you feel this might be for you, contact the school.

Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston plan (RNOT)

You may remember than over the course of the last few years, the
Parish Council and the wider community have been involved with the
District Council’'s replacement of the District Local Plan with a statutory
document called ‘Local Development Framework’, the section in which
relevant to Nassington is the RNOT. This stage of the process has
taken on board all the comments received as part of the 2006
‘Preferred Options’ paper responses and all the follow up
investigations. This new report contains information on the way
development of the village will be controlled to 2021, including the new
status of ‘Smaller Service Area’, which will bring some more housing to
the village, as well as improved bus services and, with luck, it will stand
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us in good stead with the plans for the new pavilion. This stage is a 6
week consultation period which ends on 22" February. You can view
the plans online by following the Ilinks on the east-
northamptonshire.gov.uk website. Alternatively, a display is coming to
the village and will be in the church for at least a week during the first
week of February. There should be representation forms there to
complete and send off. Keep an eye on the village website for more
details, or call the clerk for firm information. The Parish Council will be
discussing this at the next meeting on 13" February — if you would like
to make your views known, please come along to the meeting or email
or write to the clerk, details below.

Replacement of the Pavilion

The village meeting is on 6™ February 2008 in the village hall at 8pm.
The purpose of the meeting is to explain what the Sports Association /
Cricket Club plans along with the use for Preschool and an after-school
club as well as to find out what people in the village want. This is an
opportunity to have your say (even if it is to point out that similar
schemes have failed in the past, but we’d like to know why!) and to get
involved from the outset — if you'd like to see the football club revived,
let us know. If you'd like volleyball or badminton facilities, this is a
chance to make it known.

Parking

The Parish Council has been asked to remind everyone about parking.
Please avoid parking on pavements where it would cause a blockage
to pushchairs and wheelchairs, on grass verges, directly outside the
shop (unless you are using the facilities) or so that other cars cannot
pass. The County Council is soon to take over responsibility for errant
parking so unexpected parking tickets may appear.

P Norman Smith

Clerk to Nassington Parish Council
Tel: 01780 783257

E-mail: pnormansmith@btinternet.com




NASSINGTON CHURCH NEWS

Crib Service | would like to thank all children and mums and dads who took
part in the Christmas Eve crib service at Nassington Church. The children all
read and sang superbly.

Tony Cooper

Confirmation.

If anyone wishes to be confirmed this June, please get in touch with Jo Booth
783060 as soon as possible. Please leave a message if | don't answer. |
follow up all the messages.

Fellowship Meeting.

Our February meeting will be held at Frank and Susan Little’s house,
Greystones Station Road on Tuesday 26" February at 7pm. Anne Nason will
be giving a talk on the Mission Aviation Fellowship. If you wish to go along to
this, please ring Susan on 782440 before the event for catering purposes.
Family Service.

This will be in Nassington Church on Sunday 3" February at 9.30am.As
always everyone is welcome to come along, join in and share a coffee and
biscuits with us afterwards.

Songs of Praise.

Also being held on Sunday 3%° February in Nassington Church at 6pm.The
Yarwell and Nassington Brittania Band will again be playing for us to sing
along to. This year the hymns have been chosen by people in the village and
they will be telling us why this hymn is special to them. There is no admission
fee but we will be holding a retiring collection.

Coffee Mornings.

Our first coffee morning of the year will be on Saturday 5" April in Nassington
Church from 10.30am to 12noon, and will be run along the usual lines, with
stalls and refreshments. Our coffee mornings from May to September will just
be coffee, refreshments and a bring and buy stall. We then return to a larger
Christmas coffee morning in December, where we will have all the usual stalls,
plants, raffle etc.

Church Spring Clean.

This was not carried out last year, so we need to do an extra clean this year,
especially as Bishop John will be licensed here in April.

We are doing the big clean on 13 to 15 March, and are looking for any
volunteers who would like to come along and wield a brush or shake a duster.
Marianna Rigg is currently working on a cleaning plan with time blocks so that
if anyone is not free on the busiest day, the Saturday, they may like to come
on a different day, during school time. Please contact Susan Little on 782440
Marianna on 783219 or myself, Wendy, on 784937.

Gas Heater.

The Church has another Calor-gas heater surplus to requirements. If anyone
would like it please contact Philippa Joyce on 782773. As with the previous
heater we would ask for a donation to the Church funds.
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Christmas Services.

Last but not least, all of our Church services over the Christmas period were
very well attended. The children did us proud at their Crib Service, especially
as they had not done very much practising; the band played marvellously for
our Carol Concert and our Midnight and Christmas Morning services saw over
70 people at each service. Thank you to everyone attending who made these
services so special and hope to see you all again, perhaps before next
Christmas.

Marie Harrison.

It was sad to hear of the death of Marie just before Christmas. Marie had
moved into The Drove with her family when the houses were first built in 1956,
and became a good neighbour and friend to everyone who lived in The Drove.
Her funeral service took place at Nassington Church on December 27", with
the service led by Rev.Peter Wilson, of The Roman Catholic Church in
Oundle.

Our sympathy, thoughts and prayers go to her husband, Douglas, and her
three children Paul, Kathleen and Angela.

Donation

"The senior citizens from the village who donated £26 in change to the Church
have donated a further £20. This was put in the Christmas morning collection
which went to Family Care. Thank you once again to them. "

Gift Aid Donations

Most people in the village don't visit the church on a regular basis. However,
most of us value it, even if it is to welcome the sight of it as we drive into the
village or use it as a reference point in giving directions to guests. But it is an
old building that requires constant upkeep. Do you know how much it costs to
run the church on a monthly basis and where the income comes from?

It costs £1,500 a month for the routine upkeep of the church. This includes
paying water rates, lighting, heating, routine maintenance etc. In funding the
cost of the church, we rely on a number of areas of income, such as service
collections and fund raising, which just covers the costs on an annual basis.
Whilst there is a reserve set aside for the maintenance of the building, the
Church would need a major fund raising project and would apply for any
available grants to fund any substantial future works.

By far the biggest element of income comes from Gift Aid donations, either as
a one off or regular giving.  Gift Aid allows a charity to reclaim tax on the
donation and also allows the individual to claim tax relief on the donation that
they have made. The church currently reclaims approx 28p in tax for every £1
donated under Gift Aid.

In 2006/07, the Church was able to reclaim £2,600 in tax. This could,
however, be increased if more people made donations under Gift Aid, ie
allowing the Chancellor of the Exchequer to help us with our expenses.
Making donations under Gift Aid is particularly beneficial for those who pay tax
at the higher rate as the tax relief is given at 40%.

Gift Aid donations are very simple to do. There are envelopes within the
church, which just need to be completed and the money enclosed.
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Alternatively there is a Gift Aid declaration which can be signed which allows
for tax to be reclaimed on all future donations.

In other words, Gift Aid donations mean the church gains, you gain, and all
you have to do is sign a piece of paper. Easy isn't it!

So, if you are interested in making a gift aid declaration, want to make a
regular donation, or just want more information, please contact me on 783855.
Hilary Hardie

Wendy Tomalin 01780 784937 e-mail: - stanleytomalin@btinternet.com

NEWS FROM NASSINGTON SCHOOL

Firstly, Happy New Year and welcome back to a new term. In the run up to
Christmas the staff and children worked extremely hard to produce their
Christmas show, “The Stars are coming out for Christmas”. It was felt by many
to have been the best ever, and thanks must go to all the staff, Mrs. Allen, and
all the parents who were so kind in giving up their time and skills to produce
the fantastic costumes on the ‘Make It’ day, held in school.

We are now looking to the future and plans are proceeding well for the
proposed extension to the school. In the short term final arrangements are
being made for the delivery of a Portakabin which will serve as a temporary
classroom while the building work takes place.

Mrs. Armstrong will be leaving us for a short time to take up a temporary
deputy head position later this term. We wish her well and look forward to
welcoming her back in September. We also send our best wishes and
gratitude to Jane Norman, who recently stepped down as governor. Jane has
an amazing ability to wade through, and make sense of, piles of paperwork!
We will certainly miss her but are always pleased to see her around the
village.

Kate Wyer-Roberts on behalf of the Board of Governo  rs.

STUDENTS

Did you know that Nassington has its own fund to help young people in
full-time higher education or vocational training?

Grants towards books and equipment can be made to eligible
applicants.

To find out more ring Gill Rowe on 783117




COMMUNICARE NEWS.

At the first meeting of the year, we learnt that our funds were in good shape.
One donation had been made for the nurses’ benefit in particular, and a
possible wound/rash observation help would be useful for reporting back to
the medical team. A skin diagnosis machine and more BP monitors are also
considered.

We have been trying to manage our transport with just a few drivers. A few
could become more with those of you who could volunteer to help! Please
consider it—it's not a very heavy dirty job—and it doesn’t occur too often to
take a patient to hospital, clinics or surgery appointments. Clare or Gilbert
Markley would like to hear from you, 01780 470237 or 01780 470578.

Another thought—a support group for carers. Such a tie to be looking after
someone 24 hours a day. Just an hour or two to relieve them so that going
outside for a walk perhaps or shopping etc. would be a luxury. Can you help?
Patients with Alzhe|mers disease so often need 24hr. care and we plan to
host a meeting on 20" May at 7.30pm in Yarwell Village Hall to find out more
about this and the consequences and help needed. Do come.

The Child Health Clinics have put out dates for 2008. Alternate Tuesdays at
Kings Cliffe 1.30-2.30pm, the next date is 5" Feb and alternate Wednesdays
11.00-1.pm at Wansford, the next date is 13™ Feb. Further information from
Carrie Jones 01780 782927 (Tues and Weds).

The annual Christmas lunch for the CSG at Lady Anne’s was a great success
and a goodIy number attended. The next coffee morning and chat will be
Friday 15" Feb and then you WI|| hear where the planned trips will take place.
Our next meeting will be on 11™ March at 12. 45pm at Wansford.

Di Jones.

With Thanks

Joan Jakins would like to
thank all her friends and
neighbours for all the cards
and presents she received on
her 90" Birthday.

Many grateful thanks for £10
donation to the newsletter
received from Mr D Harrison.

I would like to say a huge thank you to the 4 young men who stopped their car
and went to help my elderly neighbour who had fallen coming out of her door
This happened on New years day. They then knocked on my door to let me
know and | feel they deserve a big thank you.
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Across Down

1Body painting (6) 1 Part of a schooner (7)

4Sheer material (6) Singer (5)

90pposite of closed (4) Imminent trouble (7)
10Initiated person (10)

11Get at the saloon (6) Hand over (9)

Pre-School (7)
No Clue

12Neutral (8)
13Across the Pond (9)

15Flower (4) 14 Conventionally (9)

17Place to study trees (9) 18

2
3
5 Hands on hips (6)
6
7
8

Strange person (7)

21 Seller (8)

22 Part of the cupboard (6)
24 Poison (10)

25 Cater for (4)

26 Blower! (6)

27 Nerves, veins etc (6)

19 Not useable (7)

February Crossword

20 Do this in a canoe (6)

Answers on page 15 23 Attach (5)

NASSINGTON NEWSLETTER

Letter to Old Codger (Aka Mike Colton)

It concerns me that you are worried about the appointment of a foreigner to
manage English football. Let me allay your fears.

Premier League managers are predominately English and their players
predominately foreign. It is, therefore, only fair that, in the context of the
Global village, the few remaining English players should be coached by a
welcome guest of exotic ethnicity (foreigner).

But what about the language barrier? Extensive research reveals that, in
recent times, the only Premier League managers speaking understandable
English are: Arsene Wenger, Jose Marinho and Raphael Benitez, the rest
manage perfectly well with a football version of Esperanto consisting of twenty
three key clichés including “a game of two ‘alves”. We got a result” and “the ref
was alright but his guide dog was better” Fabio will soon master these.

On the coaching side all he needs is “on yer ‘ead”, “give it some wellie” and
“cut ‘im orf at the knees, son” and once he has recruited a few players with
names Nobby, Clogger and Terminator we shall soon be back to the glory
days when we lost with passion, grit and determination.

Chin up old friend!

Your grumpy pal

Gerald Johnson.



I | | |
oM

Somebody gave me a drum kit for Christmas. | stand
there flailing away (you can't get the same power sitting down*) trying to
sound like Buddy Rich but it comes out more like my young nephew playing
the single drum | gave him when he was a small boy. His mother took years to
forgive me. Perhaps she never did, because this year she gave me, | presume
as a joke, a kit to build a crystal set — the primitive radio that works without
wires or electricity. So far it doesn’t work because | can’t understand the
instructions. Anyway, how can a man build radios and play drums all at once?
These two gifts made me think. Perhaps they were meant to say something
about getting on in years, even hinting that second childhood is looming if not
here already. This is not upsetting. Neither is the term “old folk,” which, so
delicate have we now become, a smart lawyer could probably turn into a
successful action for hurt feelings. There’s as much point in being sensitive
about the ageing process as there is in worrying about winter weather.

In fact, getting on a bit has some things going for it. For instance, what day it is
doesn’'t matter as long as you keep an eye on the few dates in your social
diary. There will always be senior moments, of course. A few weeks ago in
Queensgate | remembered a doctor’'s appointment for the Thursday and
wondered if Thursday had already arrived without my noticing it. The surprised
passer-by | asked was very considerate, almost patting me on the head as he
put me right. There is nothing shameful about this, no more than there is about
pensioners joining the Littlewick Green Old Folks Club. It seems a bit
desperate when they call themselves the Sunshine Hour or Silver Lining in the
hope that such names will knock the years off and bring back their salad days.
There are fortunately several aids to ageing, ways of saving energy and
applying it usefully when necessary. For instance, when you bend down to tie
your shoe laces, think what else you can do while you're down there. Saunter,
don't stride. Never jump out of the bath to answer the phone. Likewise the
door bell. Let them both ring. If you don a fresh shirt and find you have not
ironed one sleeve, just put it on. It's vanity to think that anyone will notice. |
could go on but you can think for yourself.

I much admire an old friend who woke up from an armchair doze wondering
whether it was time for his early evening pint. His watch said 10.30 and he
thought he was too late until he realised it was 10.30am. He just closed his
eyes and drifted off again.

*The neighbours have not yet complained, but | have not so far brought the
two foot pedals into play. Big bangs there. However, | can see trouble when |
form Nassington'’s first boy band rehearsing in the spare room.
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Extracts from: -
“Aspects of the
History of
Nassington”

by Alec Jackson
Two

Harrowing would begin in March, as
soon as the sun and wind made the
land workable. Stones lifted by the
plough were picked up and carted off,
often by boys with a horse and cart on
Saturday mornings. When the soil was fine enough it was then drilled —
without any artificial manure, which didn't appear until after the war — and
rolled. Once the root crop had grown it would be horse-hoed. For several
years during the spring holidays | led the horse for Bob Gynn at the Fenn’s
Home and Manor farms, who steered the hoes.

Life was never a rush. We had time for everything. We would hoe past every
nest of ground nesting birds. Then we stopped and Bob picked up the eggs,
make a scrape in the rows we had covered and place the eggs in it. By the
time we came back down the field the bird was back with the eggs. Next time
we passed, it would usually sit tight.

Next came the hand-hoeing, a most painful transition. By afternoon the
blisters on my hands had burst. From then on it was no longer enjoyable, but |
could not lose face in front of the others and | got the usual sympathy: “Never
mind, boy. They will soon harden off and you won't notice them next year.”
My hands never did harden off and | went through the same agony year after
year.

Over the years this hoeing gang included Mr Fenn, Boy Fenn, Jack Giddings,
from Kings Cliffe, Mr Parrish, Bella Parrish, Charlie Kirby, Jack and Bob Gynn,
Ernie Sharman, Mrs Goldstone, Marjorie and Sylvia Goldstone, Jessie Hull,
Douglas Harrison, John Wilson and myself. Each of us took a row, removed
weeds that the horse hoe had missed and thin the seedlings to one every nine
or ten inches. Hoe blades were sharpened with a file every round.

Where pigeons were feeding was often discussed and anyone who had been
to a neighbouring village was debriefed by Boy Fenn. He knew where every
field of their favourite food, peas and beans, was sown. From many fields it
was possible to see a long way and Boy would search the horizon from the
end of most rows. Why? Because we shot pigeons at the weekend for food.
They were sent by train to Edwards and Walkden, a game dealers in London.

Next month: The bull that went for a swim.

9



[ The late Mrs Marie Harrison I
" of 12 The Drove, Nassington i

To all the people who have sent sympathy cards argbod
wishes to me; | would like to thank you for your kind words I
I and support during this time.

I Marie had been ill for quite some time and passed awi I
peacefully at home on 19 December.

| May I wish you all a Happy New Year and thank you ace ||
again for thinking of me and my family, we all appeciate .
it.

I Douglas Harrison. "

ADVERTISING RATES FOR NASSINGTON NEWSLETTER

EIGHTH PAGE - £2 MONTHLY OR £24 FOR 15 MONTHS (IN ADVANCE)
QUARTER PAGE - £3 MONTHLY OR £36 FOR 15 MONTHS (IN ADVANCE)
HALF PAGE - £5 MONTHLY OR £60 FOR 15 MONTHS (IN ADVANCE)

February Crossword Answers: -

Across: 1Tattoo,4 Sateen9 Open,10 Initiatory, 11 Hairdo, 12 Unbiased13
Statesidel5 Lily, 16 Imps,17 Arboretum,21 Merchant,22 Drawer,

24 Belladonna25 Feed 26 Geyser27 Plexus.

Down: 1 Topmast2 Tenor,3 Ominous,5 Akimbo, 6 Extradite,7 Nursery,8
Misunderstandl4 Typically, 16 Iceberg,18 Oddball,19 Useless20 Paddle,
23 Affix.
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The Reverend R.A.Loveless has retired; in the absence of a priest, contact
Reverend Canon Richard Ormston 01832 273595 Pastoral Assistant Jo
Booth 01780 783060. Churchwarden Alan Rodger 01780 782736

CHURCH SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2008

3RP February

8.30am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Service
11.00am Family eucharist
3.00pm Evensong
6.00pm Songs of Praise
With Y&N Band
10" February
10.00am Holy Communion
11.00am Holy Communion
3.00pm Evening Prayer

17" February
8.30am Holy Communion
10.00am Holy Communion
11.00am Holy Communion
3.00pm Evensong

24™ February
8.30am  Holy Communion
10.00am Holy Communion
11.00am Holy Communion
6.00pm Evensong

2" March
8.30am  Holy Communion
9.30am  Family Service
11.00am
6.00pm Evensong
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