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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
 

C C P rural workshops  
Once again, these workshops are coming to the village in the Easter holidays.  There 
will be a session on each Thursday morning at 10am.  Please see flyers and posters 
around the village, the website at www.nassington.org.uk/page23.htm, email 
Jackie.Ackroyd@culturalcommunitypartnerships.org.uk or contact the clerk for more 
information  
 
The Bus Shelter  
Following representations from residents on Apethorpe Road the Parish Council is 
looking at bus shelters in the surrounding area with a view to replacing the bus shelter 
with a more modern construction.  Any comments from residents of Nassington to this 
proposal please contact the Clerk or any of the Parish Councillors. 
 
Annual Parish Meeting  
Residents are reminded that the Annual Parish Meeting this year will be held on 23rd 
April 2008 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall obviously we hope as many residents as 
possible will attend. This is NOT a Parish Council meeting, although statutory 
obligations mean that the PC hosts and chairs the meeting.  It is an opportunity for you 
to air any concerns whatsoever that you may have about anything to do with the 
village, to ask the Parish Council to explain or justify something, to put forward 
suggestions for a new scheme or venture or have your say about where you live – 
parking, noise, planning, allotments, sports, social events, bus shelter – anything that 
you think ought to be discussed.  It is the village’s meeting – make the most of it. 
 
Neighbourhood Watch  
Paul Burgess Parish Councilor has received information from the police about a 
number of crimes in Nassington and surrounding villages lately. These include the theft 
of a vehicle from Westmoreland Close and several thefts from vehicles. It seems the 
main target is music systems. A vehicle was also stolen from Fotheringhay when it was 
left unattended for a few minutes with the keys in. In another village a car was stolen 
while the owner opened their gates. There have been thefts from sheds too. There was 
a case of vandalism at the building site on Woodnewton Road. 
 
There have also been cases of someone telephoning saying they are from 
Neighborhood Watch and asking for details of alarms and jewelry. Please be assured 
that neither I nor the police would ever ask for such information. 
 
Please ensure that you keep your sheds and vehicles secure and do not leave 
valuable items where they can be seen. Also do not leave keys near your front door as 
they have been known to have been "fished" out through the letter box. If you see 
anything suspicious please call the local police on 08453 700700 or let Paul Burgess  
know. 
 
Planning  
Application EN/08/00295/FUL Erection of new dwelling at Meadow View 2 Mill Road 
Nassington Peterborough Northamptonshire PE8 6QA 
Application EN/08/00340/TCA Weeping Willow to be reshaped and pollarded at 32 
Church Street Nassington Peterborough PE8 6QG 
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Application EN/08/00188/FUL Two storey extension at 2 Eastfield Crescent Nassington 
Peterborough Northamptonshire PE8 6QL  
In each case the Parish Council had no objections or comments. 
 
P Norman Smith Clerk to Nassington Parish Council  Willowbrook 8a Parkway Close 
Nassington  PE8 6QF Telephone 01780 783257 email:pnormansmith@btinternet.com    

 
NASSINGTON CHURCH. 

 
SPRING CLEAN. What a fantastic job done by one and all. If you come into 
Church now, you may need to wear your sunglasses!!! Thank you to all those 
who contributed to cleaning the Church in time for Easter. Much dusting, 
washing, toothbrush polishing was shared along with companionship over 
three days. Special mention for Paul Acred, and particularly David Finch, who 
put in so many very valuable hours, and went to great lengths to make the rest 
of the work possible. Thanks also to those who came in over the three days, 
despite family friend and sports commitments. THANK YOU ALL. Mariana 
Rigg. 
COFFEE MORNING. Our first coffee morning of the year is on Saturday April 
5th, in the Church from 10.30am to 12noon. Please come along to meet old 
friends and new and catch up on all the winter gossip. 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.  The AGM of the Nassington Parochial 
Church Council will be held on Thursday 10th April, at 7.30pm in the Church. 
All villagers are welcome to attend, especially those on the Church Electoral 
Roll. 
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP EVENING.  This will be slightly different to normal. 
Held in the Church on Tuesday 22nd April, Tony Cooper our Church organist 
will be giving a practical talk on Church organs, and then you may have a go 
on the organ yourself if you so wish. If you are attending please ring Mariana 
Rigg on 783219 to let her know you are going to be there, also if possible let 
her know if you are able to bring a meal to share with others, and also what 
the meal will be. 
YARWELL AND NASSINGTON BRITANNIA BAND. The band will be holding 
their St.George’s Day concert in the Church on Saturday 26th April, so why not 
go along and join in celebrating our patron saint’s day. Check for posters in 
the village for times. 
BAPTISM. We welcome into our Church Tyler Jackson, who was baptised in 
Nassington Church in February. 
MARRIAGE. Congratulations to Matthew Black and Danielle Booker who 
recently married in Antigua. Matthew was born and grew up in Nassington and 
now lives with his family in Yarwell.  
BISHOP JOHN FLACK.  As you already know our big event for April is the 
licensing of Bishop John in Nassington Church on Saturday 19th April at 4pm. 
Everyone is welcome to attend, but could we ask that if you live in the village 
you walk to the Church if possible, due to the large amount of cars coming 
from other villages for the event. The police will be on hand to direct traffic. 
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NASSINGTON NEWSLETTER 
 

Letters to the Editor 
Letter from Bishop John Flack 
Julia and I will be moving into the Vicarage at 34 Station Road, Nassington on 
Tuesday 1st April (this is no April Fool’s).  We are very grateful indeed to many 
people who have helped in the refurbishment of the Vicarage and we are 
really looking forward to moving in.  Throughout my time in the ordained 
ministry, Julia and I have always kept “open house” so we shall be delighted if 
you will call in to see us at any time after 1st April. 
The Licensing Service will be on Saturday 19th April at 4pm in Nassington 
Parish Church and will be followed the next morning (Sunday 20th April) by a 
Benefice Welcome Communion at Woodnewton Parish Church at 10am.  We 
would be so pleased if you could join us for these services.  Please regard this 
notice as your invitation to join us. 
I’m so grateful to all those who have helped by taking services in our churches 
during the long interregnum and I hope they are going to continue to help me 
in the months ahead! 
Easter is as early as it is possible to be this year; it won’t happen on 23rd 
March again until 2165 – by which time all of us will have moved on!  But 
whenever Easter happens it reminds us that the Christian faith is about new 
beginnings and fresh hopes.  May it be so for all of us this Easter as we start a 
new journey. 
+ John. 
 
12th March 2008 
Vandals at Large – In the early hours of Sunday the 2nd of March 
approximately 1am in the morning, vandals struck at 16 Eastfiled Crescent, 
Nassington. 
The leg was broken from a treasured stone horse.  The ornament weighed 20 
kilos so the damage could not be blamed on little children. 
Who are the culprits? (Shame) 
Eddie Lange. 
  
Apologies 
I would like to offer my sincere apologies for the mistakes I made on the 
church service sheet; page 20 of the March edition of the newsletter.  It was 
entirely my fault. 
Maureen Underwood. 
Editor. 
 
Donations 
£10 gratefully received from Mr. Eddie Lange. 
£5 gratefully received from Mr and Mrs David Black. 
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NEWS FROM NASSINGTON SCHOOL 

 
The children certainly have been demonstrating their wild and 
wonderful imaginations this term! It was World Book Day a few weeks 
ago and pupils came to school dressed as their favourite book 
characters. We were therefore honoured with the presence of the likes 
of Mr Willy Wonka, Mr Toad, Captain Underpants, Charlie (of ‘and Lola’ 
fame), and many, many others. I only wish I could mention them all as 
the children had all made such a great effort and there was a real 
atmosphere of fun around the school. 
The pupils once again presented us with a fantastic spectacle, on the 
last day of school before Easter, when they arrived for the day sporting 
the most wonderful array of Easter bonnets. It was a real joy to see and 
cheered up an otherwise cold and dull March morning. 
Mrs Allen’s class has been patiently ‘camping’ in the learning centre for 
a couple of weeks while building work has taken place in their 
classroom. By the time this goes out, they will (hopefully!) have moved 
back into a newly refurbished classroom. 
We would like to welcome Mrs. Anne Bainbridge as our new 
community governor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wedding Congratulations 

Matt & Dannii Black  

Congratulations on a fantastic wedding in Antigua, it was an amazing day. 
With Love & Best Wishes from: -  

Mum, Dad, Dan, Nan, Chloe, Mikey, Nan & Grandad, Aunties, 
 Uncles & Cousins 
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A House to House collection for 
Christian Aid will take place in 
Nassington during the week of 
11-17 May 2008 

If there is anyone who could lend a helping hand 
posting and collecting envelopes in their road please 
contact the organiser Keith Underwood at 22 Eastfield 
Crescent, phone 01780 784343.  Your help would be 
much appreciated. 
 

COMMUNICARE. 
 
Communicare is proud of the surgeries, the doctors, the nurses and staff, and we are 
very appreciative of the support you give us to help provide equipment, they can use 
for our benefit. 
Very briefly, this is a plea for our backing for their future in the NHS. 
Our doctors have expressed concern about the future of their services, because of 
possible cuts in funding, and proposals to make cuts affecting diabetes, stroke, heart 
attacks and osteoporosis, which would hamper the care these need. The government 
is keen to privatise or commercialise the Health Service, wanting to set up large 
faceless polyclinics, causing smaller surgeries to close down. This would be 
detrimental to the quality of health care at present available. Patients living in rural 
areas would have impossible transport problems. After all, your local doctor knows you 
and your domestic circumstances and cares for your health, and it is direct and 
personal. So if YOU care for your surgery and what you want as a patient in the NHS, 
then let the government know you DO NOT want funding and services taken away 
from GP surgeries and given to polyclinics and commercial organisations. The best 
way is to write to the Prime Minister, the Health Minister, your local MP, local paper 
and Primary Care Trust. DO SOMETHING!!!!! 
A more detailed explanation of the threat facing our GP practice can be obtained from 
the surgeries. 
Other news from the meeting on March 11th concerned the Traffic Survey at Wansford 
surgery. The car park at certain times is full, there being just 26 spaces for patients, 
and cars have been obliged to park on the road. Better entrance and exit, and spaces 
for another 15-20 cars would improve conditions. 
The nurses have been shopping!! The donations especially for their benefit have 
provided a variety of essential “bits and pieces” e.g.:-BP monitors, and a digital camera 
to photograph skin conditions etc. Thank you for your generosity. 
The surgery times at Wansford have been extended for the convenience of patients 
who are at work all day. 
The next Communicare meeting will be an Open one at Yarwell Village Hall, on May 
20th at 7.30pm. A member of the Alzheimer’s Society will give a talk and answer 
questions. 
Di Jones .   
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There was a time when local authorities really did their basic job – keeping the place 
well-serviced and clean. Council men actually walked down your garden path, picked 
up the dustbin, emptied it and returned it. Now we face a £1,000 fine if we don’t do it 
ourselves according to the rules laid down. 
Can this be happening in the England which has fought, and is still fighting, many 
worthwhile causes? 
You only need half an eye to see that when it comes to litter, local authorities are 
among the worst offenders. Look at the number of road signs, all on separate poles. 
Look at the refurbished Red Lion Square in Stamford. Putting cobblestones down may 
or may not have been a good idea in the first place, but disfiguring them with zig-zag 
concrete lines is cultural barbarism. I’m not sure what they mean, although they are 
certainly banning something since there are never any signs saying please help 
yourself. And yet these same people keep ordering us to keep the place tidy.  
Our East Northants District Council is not responsible for Stamford, of course, but a 
recent edition of its official newspaper, Nene Valley News, devoted a page and a half 
to the financial thrashing it will hand out if we drop fag-ends, bits of chewing gum and 
sweet wrappers, and put rubbish out too early.  Did you know that if your dog politely 
goes behind a hedge to do its stuff, you are still responsible? You may not see it but 
somebody else might. These include council staff, police officers, police community 
support officers and special constables authorised to issue fixed penalty notices. Then, 
of course, there are CCTV cameras. 
 Is it cynical to look on this onslaught as a sign that local authorities, who used to be at 
least neutral or possibly on our side, now regard themselves as our masters?  
It’s tempting (and possibly correct) to regard the whole green movement as just 
another way of raising money, like speed cameras. When I was done in the Yarwell 
trap the summons stressed that the fines were in the interests of safety, not raising 
money. So I sent off the £60 cheque asking, if that was the case, would they pass it on 
to the Macmillan nurses. You wouldn’t think a chap of my age could be so naïve. 
In passing, as the authority responsible for the way Nassington looks, ENDC 
presumably approved plans for the new development up Woodnewton Road. Do they 
really think that the barrack blocks now going up there are going to improve the view? 
Perhaps they were too busy with sweet papers blowing in the wind to think about 
things that matter. 
Here’s a simple idea. Instead of maintaining a squad of investigators in peak caps, 
ENDC might fit them up with buckets and brooms 
to sweep the streets. 
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HOW THIS VILLAGE PURCHASED ITS VILLAGE HALL 
 

PART TWO 
 

FUND RAISING FOR THE PURCHASE 
 

In order to raise funds many and varied schemes were suggested, 
somewhat fewer were tried and most of these proved successful. 
The best money maker of all was the ‘Buy a Brick’ scheme.  The 
‘bricks’ were issued in the form of a certificate and were priced at £1 
each.  Every donator was given a receipt and a numbered Brick 
Certificate showing the number of ‘Bricks’ purchased.  The names of all 
those contributing were displayed in a book at the hall although the 
individual size of each contribution was not disclosed. 
To start the ball rolling for this scheme a letter was sent to every 
parishioner explaining the project and this was followed up by a 
personal visit.  To indicate progress a target board in the shape of the 
hall was put up in a prominent position in the hall grounds and stick-on 
blocks were added to represent each £150 worth of ‘Bricks’ sold. 
In all 329 certificates were sold and a total of £2,610 raised. 
 
The other money earners that were initiated by the committee were:- 
 

1) A lottery organised on a monthly basis.  This raised 
approximately £50 a month. 

2) An ill-fated fete was planned to be held in the vicarage garden.  
Due to a conflict of dates with a wedding it was re-organised for 
15th October.  It rained.  The fete had to be moved to the school 
and the band had to be cancelled.  Apart from all that £288 was 
raised. 

3) On 29th August 1983, in a large marquee used earlier for the 
Garden Society Show, the committee organised a disco and 
barbeque.  A total of £409 was raised. 

4) A sponsored bike ride on 22nd October 1983 was organised in 
the form of a family occasion.  A 24 mile course was plotted 
with turn-off points for children to shorten the trip.  This raised 
£342.41p 

5) A Jumble Sale on 12th November 1983 raised £65. 
6) A Barn Dance at Yarwell Village Hall raised £115 for village hall 

funds. 
7) Various other village organisations raised money, gave 

donations, waived fees and gave practical help 
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THE PURCHASE 
 

The £15,000 agreed purchase for the hall was to be made up by 
various bodies:- 
 40%     County Council 

30%     East Northants Council 
 5%      Parish Council 
25%     To be raised by the Village Hall Committee 
 

The initial date given for the availability of the grants was provisionally 
set for 24th January 1984.  Since the vendor required to sell the 
property prior to this date, it was deemed necessary to find a private 
individual to purchase the hall and hold it for the village until the grants 
could be expedited. 
A group of four people, who requested anonymity, did offer to put up 
the money but as can be seen from the subsequent events their 
generosity was not called upon. 
On 6th August 1983 a letter was received from the County Council 
expressing concern about the double conveyancing and indicated that 
the grant would be brought forward to September 1983. 
A deposit of £1,500 was paid for the hall on 24th November 1983.  At 
the same time it was announced the committee had raised £3,750 to 
cover its 25% contribution to the purchase. 
However another obstacle lay in the path of the committee in the shape 
of a valuation by the District Valuer which placed the hall’s value at 
some £3,000 less than the agreed purchase price.  If accepted by the 
various councils involved it would by used as the base to calculate the 
amount of grant available.  This meant the committee would have to 
raise a further £3,000! 
An independent valuer was appointed and the hall was re-valued at 
£16,000. 
Grants to the value of £11,250 were passed and it was announced at a 
committee meeting on 5th December 1983 that contracts had been 
exchanged and the Trust Deed approved. 
The purchase of the Hall was completed on 29th December 1983 and a 
copy of the Trust Deed was lodged with the Charity Commission for 
registration.  During March 1984 the village hall was accepted as a 
charity and on 23rd May 1984 the first Annual General Meeting was 
held.  
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Extracts from: - 
 

“Aspects of the History of  
Nassington”  

 
By Alec Jackson 

 
Harvesting 
 
The first job was to open up the area inside 
the field gate, and at the corners, by 
scything, and the sheaves were tied with 
straw. Before the war I remember Jack 

Gynn cutting with a team of two horses and a binder and, later, Cecil Fenn 
used the Fordson tractor with the same binder. The binder laid the sheaves in 
rows and were then picked up, one in each hand, by a gang of men, women 
and boys (I don’t remember any girls) who set them up in stooks of four or five 
pairs. All the wheat was long-strawed, needed for thatching and bedding. 
When the stooks were ripe and dry they carted to the farm or crew yard where 
they were threshed, or more likely put into sacks. Because carting by horse 
was slow, the stack and crew yards were scattered throughout the farm. Very 
little was moved more than a mile. There was a stack yard in a farmyard or 
crew yard at least every two miles. At each there was corn which meant mice, 
and buildings which meant nesting sites. So there was a pair of barn owls at 
every crew yard. They rarely nested in farmyards where there was more 
human activity. When combine harvesters and corn driers came in crew yards 
became obsolete: no crew yard, no corn, no mice and no owls. Another 
disaster for the RSPB. More “progress” at the expense of the natural world. 
As crops were not sprayed there were flowers and bindweed in the sheaves. 
These were considered assets in the feed straws, oats and barley, but thistles 
were a menace. It was an accepted fact that if there was just one in a sheaf, it 
would be in the handful of straw you had to grab to pick up and by the end of 
the day wrists and arms were very sore. 
Loading the sheaves and roping them down on the cart were skilled jobs – like 
most other jobs that look simple but isn’t. You had to get the pitchfork in the 
point of balance of the sheaf and make sure the load kept a concave top, 
otherwise there would be trouble. I am proud to say I never had one load fall 
off, but all were carefully roped. 
Bob Gynn always got the job of stacking sheaves in the yard and I think he 
deserved it – if only because he also stacked the hay and loose straw after 
threshing. That was a job I never thought I could do. Furthermore, Bob’s stack 
was not roped but was required to stand for up to a year. I don’t rememeber 
one falling before it became unstable when the height exceeded the base 
length or breadth. Bob was also the specialist who thatched the stacks 
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ADVERTISING RATES FOR NASSINGTON NEWSLETTER  
 

EIGHTH PAGE       - £2 PER MONTH 
QUARTER PAGE  - £3 PER MONTH 
HALF PAGE          - £5 PER MONTH 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WASTE BOX COLLECTION 2008  
 

Monday  7th April  Red Box 
Monday 14 th April  Green Box 
Monday 21st April  Red Box 

 Monday 28th April  Green & Blue Box  
Green Box =  
Jars 

NOVEMBER 29TH – 7:30PM AT NASSINGTON CHURCH  
 

The Wandering Minstrels 
 

In aid of Spinal research. 
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Bishop John will start his work as priest-in-charge of this benefice following his 
Licensing at Nassington church on 19th April.  Until then l: - contact Reverend 
Canon Richard Ormston  01832 273595   Pastoral Assistant  Jo Booth 
01780 783060.  Churchwarden  Alan Rodger 01780 782736  
 

CHURCH SERVICES FOR APRIL 2008 
 
6th April  

8.30am    Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
9.30am  Family Service      at Nassington 
11.00am  Holy Eucharis t  at Apethorpe 
6.00pm    Evening Prayer (Anglican) at Yarwell 

13th April  
8.30am  Holy Communion   at Woodnewton 
10.00am  Holy Communion  at Nassington 
11.00am  Holy Eucharist  at Apethorpe 
6.00pm  Evening Prayer (Methodist) at Yarwell  

 
19th April   

4.00pm  Service to license  at Nassington 
   Bishop John as Priest-in-charge  
 
20th April  

10.00am  Benefice Holy Communion at Woodnewton 
 

27th April  
  8.30am  Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
  10.00am   Holy Communion  at Yarwell 
  11.00am  Holy Eucharist  at Apethorpe 
  6.00pm    Evensong   at Nassington 
 
1st May Ascension Day 
  7.00pm  Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
 
 
4th May  

8.30am     Holy Communion  at Woodnewton  
 9.30am     Family Service  at Nassington 
 11.00am   Holy eucharist  at Apethorpe 
 6.00pm     Evening Prayer (Anglican) at Yarwell 


