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Sports Association 
 
Pavilion 

It has become increasingly obvious that the sports pavilion is in 
urgent need of some attention.  Over the years, upk eep and repair 
has been carried out, in the main, on a voluntary b asis minimising 
costs to the village.  However, the time has come f or a major 
rethink as much of the remedial work now necessary is beyond 
economic viability for an almost untenable building .  At the same 
time, the village has expanded to such a point that  additional 
‘community’ space may be required for certain activ ities.  For 
instance, when our French friends come for twinning  visits, for 
school presentation events (the school hall is not able to 
accommodate the number of children and parents with  the 
numbers at the present levels), cricket club social  events – there 
are many examples of uses to which improved facilit ies could be 
put.  The village preschool is anxiously looking fo r a more 
permanent home and an after school club or youth cl ub is also a 
possibility.   

At the present time, the option most favoured is to  construct a 
new building to satisfy the needs of the wider comm unity 

The Parish Council and the Cricket Club are the onl y bodies 
currently represented on the Sports Association and  as such have 
been driving forward discussions on the various opt ions for 
updating the facilities.  We have got to the point now where 
‘stakeholders’ who want to be involved with the dev elopment 
stages are to be invited to the next meeting (aroun d 19 th 
November) to help formulate ideas into a more concr ete project 
proposal and then early in the New Year, there will  be a public 
meeting that anybody will be able to attend.   

If you would like your views represented at the nex t meeting, 
please get in touch with a Parish Councillor, a mem ber of the 
cricket club committee or email the Parish clerk at  
pnormansmith@btinternet.com.  
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Football Nets 

Some of the younger users of the playing field have  asked the 
Parish Council to look at providing some goal posts , which has 
been agreed.  We would ask that once these arrive, they are 
looked after and not abused by anyone. 

Web Site 

The site is gradually taking shape and by publicati on of this 
newsletter, it will, barring any major calamities o r catastrophes, 
be live at www.nassington,org.uk.  Please visit it and use the 
feedback or email facilities to let us know of any mistakes, 
omissions or other inaccuracies (or even if you jus t think it’s no 
good!).  Anything to do with the village and commun ity living will 
be included – there is a calendar and events sectio n aims to 
include everything that goes on in the village – ma ke sure your 
event goes in here by using the links or contact pa ge or dropping 
a piece of paper with the details on to any parish councillor.  If 
you do not have access to a computer and would like  to know 
more about the website, please contact the clerk or  a councillor. 

 
Parish Plan 

The Parish Council has been asked to consider wheth er the 
village would be interested in a Parish Plan.  (Thi s is in no way 
anything like a ‘Village Design Statement’ and must  not be in 
anyway confused with such.)  We will be discussing this on an 
ongoing basis, but if you have any comments to make  about this 
as a concept, please let us know by letter or email  to the clerk at 
pnormansmith@btinternet.com.   

There are some useful websites from which to get th e necessary 
background facts and information and which contain useful links: 
www.defra.gov.uk/rural/communities/parish-planning. htm is a 
great starting point.   

Nassington Parish Council 
November 2007 

Clerk to the Council: P Norman Smith 
 Tel: 01780-783257 E-Mail: pnormansmith@btinternet. com 
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NASSINGTON CHURCH 
 
 
 
FAMILY SERVICE. Please note that from the next Family Service, which is on 
the 4th November at Nassington, all future Family Services will begin at 
9.30am. until further notice. 
REMEMBRANCE DAY.  The Church service for this special day in our 
calendar is on Sunday 11th November at 6pm. 
FELLOWSHIP MEETING. The next meeting will be on Tuesday 27th 
November at 31 Station Road, hosted by Marianna Rigg. The meeting will be 
held to organise next year’s fellowship calendar. If you will be attending please 
ring Marianna on 783219 for catering purposes. 
COFFEE MORNING. Our Christmas coffee morning will be held in the Church 
on Saturday 1st December from 10am to 11.30am. This will be your last 
chance to buy cards, presents, cakes etc, for the Christmas season. 
Our coffee morning in September raised £147.48. Thanks as usual to 
everyone who helped or supported us. 
CHRISTMAS. Yes, it is that time again when we need to think about our 
Christmas services. 
CHRISTINGLE will be in YARWELL Church on Sunday 2nd December at 
10am., being part of our Family Service. This is a very joyful occasion for all 
the family, preparing us for the Christmas season. 
CAROL CONCERT. This will be on the Sunday 9th December in the Church at 
3pm, and as always we have Nassington and Yarwell Brass Band playing for 
us. All the favourite carols will be played for us to sing along to, so please join 
us. 
POSADA.  This is an old tradition. The Nativity scene is made up of knitted 
figures in a basket, and the tradition is that the scene travels from house to 
house, staying one night in each host’s home. If anyone would like to be a part 
of this tradition and play host please let Marianna Rigg know on 783219. The 
Posada starts at the Christingle service on Sunday 2nd December and finishes 
on Monday 24th December at Nassington Church. 
CHURCH DOORS. The PCC would like to say a BIG thank you to Terry 
Knights for his superb job of painting the Church doors. They look absolutely 
brilliant now, and we know how much time and effort Terry put into this. 
THANK YOU TERRY. 
FORTHCOMING DATES FOR YOUR DIARY. 
Sunday 16th December at 6pm      Lessons and Carols Service at Nassington. 
Monday 24th December at 4pm.    Crib Service at Nassington. 
Monday 24th December at 11.30pm.  Midnight Holy Communion Service. 
Tuesday 25th December at 11am.   30 Minute Carol Service. 
Sunday 3rd February 2008 at 6pm. Songs of Praise with Nassington and 
Yarwell Brass Band. 
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 Press Release       
 17/10/2007 

School Praised by OFSTED 
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NEWS FROM NASSINGTON STORES & POST OFFICE  
 
Hello Readers - please note last dates for Christmas postings: - 
 
  1st Class 20th December 2007 
  2nd Class 17th December 2007-10-17 
As from the 3rd of November we will be reverting to our winter hours on 
Saturdays’ and we will be closing at 1.00pm. 
 
Post Office News 
As you must all be aware the announcements have started in relation to Post 
Office closures.  We were not included in the Post Code area of the first 
announcements and at the time of writing this article we are still unsure when 
we will be told. 
We will try to keep you as informed as possible; however we must emphasize 
to all that if the Post Office is selected for closure the shop will not be viable  
and will have to close as well. 
Since taking over the shop and Post Office five years ago, post office income 
and shop takings have drastically dropped; add to this the ever increasing cost 
of utilities for e.g. our electricity bill five years ago was £105 per month, this 
had now increased to £310 per month, we are and have been subsidising the 
shop for the last 18 months and this is a situation that we cannot maintain 
indefinitely.  USE IT OR LOSE IT! 
Stan and Rita. 
 

BUS TIMETABLE  
 

Peterborough/Oundle Via Kings Cliffe 
 

Peterborough 09:50 14:20 18:00 
Nassington 10:25 14:55 18:35 
Oundle  11:00 15:30        * * 09:45 13:15 
Nassington    07:31 10:21 13:51 
Peterborough    08:19 10:58 14:28 

 
To/From Stamford (Saturday Only) 

 
Nassington 09:15 
Stamford 09:50 12:05 
Nassington  12:40 

 
To/From Oundle – Co.Op Free Bus (Tuesday Only) 

 
 
Nassington 09:30 
Oundle  09:50 11:30 

Nassington  11:50
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NEWS FROM NASSINGTON SCHOOL 
Two topics have been rather occupying the minds of staff, governors and 
parents this term.  Firstly, a proposed new extension to the school. As you 
may know, the school roll is increasing rapidly and the school is currently 
feeling rather crowded. The Council have promised to build a brick extension 
on a currently unused space to the side of the school. We are hugely 
supportive of this move but are currently lobbying the council to push on with 
the work as quickly as possible. We are also asking the council to provide 
more money for extra staffing as, no matter how wonderful the extension 
might be, it cannot be used to its’ full potential without extra staffing. Stamford 
Homes are obliged to provide a certain amount of funding and we are strongly 
urging the council to put this towards this the build and staff costs. If you would 
like to lend your support on this issue the person to contact is:-Mr Peter 
Goringe, John Dryden House, 8-10 The Lakes, Northampton, NN4 7DD. 
Any support will be greatly appreciated as we want to ensure that Nassington 
School continues to be the special place it is now. 
Our second topic for conversation has been the recent OFSTED inspection. 
Staff were able to demonstrate the excellent work they do every day of the 
school year and a very pleasing report followed. The report highlighted the 
high quality teaching and the enthusiasm and good behaviour of the pupils. It 
was also clear that the children enjoy coming to school and that they are cared 
for by kind and nurturing staff.   
On a lighter note, a wholesome harvest lunch was recently enjoyed by staff, 
parents and pupils, when we were treated to soup (to which the children had 
contributed vegetables), bread and home made cakes. It was a real treat to be 
able to all share in a lunch with friends and family.  
Last Sunday was the day of the annual sponsored walk. Pupils met with their 
families to walk from Wansford Station to Ferry Meadows. The gathering were 
then able to enjoy a well earned rest on the train journey home. Sponsor 
Money is still coming in. Well done walkers! 
Kate Wyer-Roberts   
 

COMMUNICARE 
 

The September McMillan coffee morning raised over £300 from the two 
surgeries. A splendid effort and our thanks to all who helped and those who 
came for coffee. The CSG away break at Southsea was taken when the sun 
shone for a few days,(Summer?) and it was most enjoyed. The trips around 
the area included a tour along the coast, a visit to the Isle of Wight, and of 
course, the New Forest. The next short holiday will be to Scotland in May 
2008. The monthly meeting will still be held at King’s Cliffe Service Men’s Club 
as the work at Yarwell is not finished. 
Another reminder—the annual “Christmas” lunch at Lady Anne’s will be on 
January 11th. Our next Communicare Meeting will be on Tuesday, November 
13th at Wansford. 
Di Jones.    



 7 

NASSINGTON NEWSLETTER  
 

The Newsletter needs more pictures!  If anyone has drawings of local places 
or events or something seasonal, please send them to the editor. 
We would particularly welcome anything from the younger people in the 
village. 
Editor. 
 
Donations received this month. 
£10 gratefully received from Mrs Pettit. 
 

NASSINGTON & KINGS CLIFFE SCOUT GROUP  
 
COULD YOU HELP? 
Have you ever been a Cub Leader or thought you may like to work regularly 
with children. Then why not become a Cub Leader with the local group? 
As you may be aware we have a very successful Cub Scout Pack based at 
Nassington that attracts young people aged 8 to 10 from a number of 
surrounding villages. 
Kate White our Cub Leader has decided to pursue other interests next year so 
she will take a break from Scouting at the end of the year. We now have an 
urgent need to find a new Leader. 
If you would like more details please give me a ring. 
Ian Mackay    01780 782864 
 

Community Car Scheme, Oundle Volunteer Action 
 (Registered Charity no. 1056760) , 

 
Oundle Volunteer Action drove over 27,000 miles last year to ensure that 
the elderly, infirm, the disabled and children can access some of the vital 
services they need. It serves a large rural community including Nassington, 
The volunteer drivers, who give up their own time to help the community, drive 
those with no other reasonable means of transport to the doctors, hospitals, 
clinics, dentist and other activities. It is a wonderful community service and 
one we are very proud of. It is a door to door service and transport tokens are 
accepted. The cost is currently 0.35p per mile, minimum charge is £1.75p. We 
would be delighted to help more people in the villages with their transport 
needs. 48 hours notice is normally required please. 
To use the service please ring Joy Jakins or Erica Grubb in the office 01832 
275433 from 9.30am to 12.30pm Monday to Friday to register and obtain 
details. 
If you would like to become involved as a Volunteer Driver, please ask to 
speak to Nancy Taylor the Manager of Volunteer Action. Or email 
volunteeraction.oundle@virgin.net.  
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In this TV programme about teaching animals to behave 
properly, a comely young lady demonstrated how, with the aid of a small paint 
brush, a tortoise can be cured of chronic shyness. She gently inserted the 
brush in the shell, tickled the tortoise under the chin, and out popped its head 
wearing the bewildered look of Rip van Winkle waking up. Then it made short 
work of a fair-sized lettuce. Pigs are apparently equally amenable. By the end 
of the programme, the young lady was well on the way to teaching it to keep 
its feet out of the trough while feeding. 
This is all very well, I thought. While I didn’t quite understand the pig 
technique, the paint brush approach was not at all subtle. If the young lady 
had used it on me I’d have been out of the duvet in a shot – or under it, if that 
was her objective. But I’d like to have seen how she would cope with the latest 
pet in this household: a fly. You can’t tickle a fly behind the ears. It’s difficult to 
make any kind of contact at all. 
Normally I swat them. Some time ago I bought one of those blue light gadgets 
you see in butchers’ shops: painless and instant death. The family regarded 
this as barbaric, so it was back to the swat, which in turn meant cleaning the 
window after bringing a raider down. But the energy in swatting and then 
cleaning seemed hardly worth it so I stopped. Oddly enough, the flies 
disappeared. Maybe the word had got around that a pretty effective ballistic 
missile defence system was operating, and they called off their missions. 
Until about a week ago, when one solitary intruder turned up. I’m sure it’s just 
one because I’ve never seen two together. And he was a tenacious little chap 
apparently trying to make friends, so I tried to reciprocate. I didn’t wave him 
away. I let him land on my bald pate until a series of skids like novice skaters 
getting their legs tangled taught him a lesson and he just gave that up. But he 
persisted elsewhere, gently pattering over books and newspapers I was 
reading, and exploring up my trouser leg. His favourite perch seemed to be on 
the edge of the ashtray. I didn’t expect him to know about the perils of passive 
smoking, but I couldn’t help thinking of that old saying “Greater love hath no fly 
than to lay down his life for a friend…” 
And so it went on, several days of developing mutual understanding. Was 
there to be a meeting of minds? No. It happened when I was enjoying a 
particularly succulent dinner of lasagne. It was my fault. I’d made him too 
welcome and he was getting too big for his boots. He’d made several passes 
over my plate, like a Spitfire pilot sizing up an ME109. That’s enough, I 
thought, when he’d returned to base to refuel. I crept out and found the fly 
swat, hiding it behind my back as I returned. There he was, on the window. 
Splat! Sometimes you have to be cruel to be kind. The windows needed 
cleaning, anyway.  
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BYGONES ………. 
 
As you can see from the 
position of the Church, this 
row of cottages stood on 
what is now St Marys Close.  
A passage between the 
cottages led to ‘Barrack 
Yard’ which held another 
three or four cottages. 
 
Some of the families known 
to have lived in the cottages 
are:  Brace, Gynn, Hipwell, 
Parish, Butler, Exton,  
Strangward, Hill, Black,. 
Prodger and Mrs Castledine 
who ran a sweet shop. 
 
We believe the cottages 
were demolished just before 
1964 in order that 
construction of the homes in 

St Marys close could go ahead. 
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PRIDE OF THE CITY. 
  
Peterborough City Rowing 
Club's Golden Girls Strike 
Again! 
  
Georgia Evans and Holly 
Thompson- Barr took the 
women's junior 15 double 
sculls title at the Cambridge 
Regatta, winning in a 
category one year above 
their own. 
 
Congratulations girls. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ADVERTISING RATES FOR NASSINGTON NEWSLETTER  
 
EIGHTH PAGE     - £2 MONTHLY OR £24 FOR 15 MONTHS (IN ADVANCE)  
QUARTER PAGE - £3 MONTHLY OR £36 FOR 15 MONTHS (IN ADVANCE) 
HALF PAGE         - £5 MONTHLY OR £60 FOR 15 MONTHS (IN ADVANCE) 
 

TO ALL OF MY FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS  
 

I would like to say thank you for all of the offers of help and the messages of 
support that you have sent during what has been a very difficult time for me.  
They have lifted me and given me the strength to keep going when I needed it 
most. 
Also I would like to thank everyone for their generous donations which I will be 
forwarding to “Hospital at Home.”  A total of £500 has been received. 
Once again; a very big Thank You. 
Rose Pettit. 
 
 
 
 
 

WASTE BOX COLLECTION  
 

Monday 5 th  November  Red Box 
Monday 12 th November Green & Blue Box 

 Monday 19 th November Red Box 
 Monday 26 th November Green Box 

Green Box = Recyclables 
Red Box     = Newspapers and Magazines 
Blue Box    = Bottles and Jars 

Please note the blue box (bottles and jars) are col lected monthly. 
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EVENTS 
 
  

 
MONDAY  Refuse Collection 

    Lunch Club (for the retired) 
    Pre-School at Yarwell Village Hall 
    Church bell ringing 
    Yarwell singers at Yarwell Village Hall 
 
 TUESDAY  Co-Op Free Bus Service to Oundle 
    Cubs and Scouts 
    Pre-School at Yarwell Village Hall 
 
 WEDNESDAY  Church Service 
    Pre-School 
    Library Van (fortnightly) 
    Ladies Group (monthly) 
    Parish council meeting (monthly) 
    Y & N band at Yarwell Village Hall 
 
 THURSDAY  Market Day in Oundle (bus service) 
    Pre-School 
    Carpet bowls 
    Fish and chip van 
     
 FRIDAY  Dry cleaner calls at village shop 

Pre-School 
    Laxton Clinic (over 60’s) 
    Carpet Bowls    
  

SATURDAY  Church Service 
   Cricket Coaching 
   Stamford (bus service) 
    
SUNDAY  Church Services 
   Cricket (summer) 
 

Daily bus services to Peterborough timetable from the village 
shop. 
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CONTACT NAMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 
 
Contact     Name   Phone Number 
Pre-School Group  Lisa Johns  01780 782719 
Cubs    Kate White    01780 721314 
Scouts    James Scarrott   01780 782438 
Friends of Nassington School Sheila Baile   01780  784015 
Church Choir   John Goode   01780 782532 
Bell Ringing   Keith Underwood   01780784343 
Garden Society   Peter Riddington   01780 783004 
Ladies Group   Elaine Quincey    01780 782641 
Communicare   Bill Black    01780 783224 
Lunch Club (for the retired)  Jo Booth    01780 783060 
Nassington Carpet Bowls  Raymond Sewter   01780  
Yarwell Singers   Rachel Kitchen    01780 783622 
Y & N Brass Band  Richard Sardeson   01780 783622 
Adult Education   Sue Payne    01780 782747 
Library Service      01536-203304 
Village Hall (bookings)  Sue Payne    01780 782747 
Nassington Twinning Association  Heather Smith    01780 782102 
Nassington Primary School Head – Paul Archer 

                Secretary -  Sally Gunning  01780 782743 
Pastoral Assistant              Jo Booth    01780 783060.   
Church Wardens   Alan Rodger    01780 782736 
Church Secretary   Wendy Tomalin  01780 784937 
Church News Contact  Wendy Tomalin  01780 784937 
Parish Council   Chair – Sarah Rodger   782736 

                Clerk – P.Norman Smith   783257 
Nassington Newsletter (editor) Maureen Underwood  01780 784343  
Capitol Letters   Rick Broughton  0870 2407859 
Nassington Stores/Post Office Stan & Rita Stanymyr   01780 782624 
Kingscliffe Bakery   Mr O’Sullivan    01780 470205 
J & RG Mould, Butchers  Simon Mould    01780 782249 
Winesmiths Wine Shop     01780 783102 
Griffins (Coal & Gas)     01780 782540 
Plumber    Roger Munro   444058 
Electrician   Robert Sadler    01832 2266041 
Neighbourhood Watch  Paul Burges    7831233 
Police (non-emergency calls)    08453 700700 
Wansford Surgery     01780 782342 
Oundle Surgery      01832-273408 
Rivergate Medical centre (out of hours)   01733 293838 
Garden Waste Collection  E.Northants Council   01832-742026 
 

 
If any of these names or numbers needs to be revise d 

would you please advise the editor? 
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The Reverend R.A.Loveless has retired; in the absence of a priest, contact 
Reverend Canon  Richard Ormston 01832 273595  Pastoral Assistant  Jo 
Booth 01780 783060.  Churchwarden  Alan Rodger 01780 782736  
 
 

CHURCH SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER 2007 
 
 

4th November 
8.30am Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
9.30 am  Family Service   at Nassington 
3.00pm  Evensong   at Yarwell 
 

11th November  
10.30am Holy Communion/  at Woodnewton 
  Remembrance 

 3.00pm  Remembrance Service  at Yarwell 
 6.00pm  Remembrance Service  at Nassington  
 
18th November  

8.30am  Holy Communion   at Nassington 
10.00am Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
3.00pm  Evensong   at Yarwell 
 

25th November  
8.30am  Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
10.00am  Holy Communion  at Yarwell 
6.00pm  Evensong at Nassington 
 

2nd December  
8.30am   Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
9.30am  Christingle/Family Service at Yarwell 
6.00pm   Evensong at Nassington 
  

 
Flower Rota 
 

Nov 4th & 11th   Mrs J Mee 
Nov 18th   Mrs J Acred 
 


