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Parish Council News – September 2009 
 

NEW COMMUNITY SPORTS CENTRE 

Following on from the stand at the garden show, please note that 
there is a meeting on 16th September in the village hall.   
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

Thank you to the handful of people who attended the village 
meeting in July.  It was a disappointingly small turnout, but the 
council is going to press on with trying to re-establish the village 
neighbourhood watch scheme.  The proposal is that the village is 
split up into small areas, each with a neighbourhood watch co-
ordinator who would be responsible for the small number of each 
houses in each area and the overall village co-ordinator would be 
the main contact point.  If you would like to volunteer to be the 
co-ordinator for your road, or part of it, please email 
nhw@nassington.org.uk or call the clerk as below.  The job of 
volunteer would not be an onerous one – the plan is to have as 
much as possible done by email or the website.  Please email 
nhw@nassington.org.uk if you would like to join the mailing list 
that distributes urgent information, or call the number below if you 
would like a paper copy of anything urgent in the case of not 
having readily available Internet access. 
 

VANDALISM  

There have been a few incidences of vandalism at the playing 
field over the past few months.  The gate to the fenced in area 
was ripped off its hinges and has disappeared, leaving nails and 
screws exposed, at toddler eye level – most alarming.  The zip 
slide was broken too.  Obviously this costs us all money to have 
repaired. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY  

If you are interested in joining the Parish Council, please get in 
touch with a councillor or with the clerk. 
 

Sarah Rodger, Clerk 
782920 / clerk@nassington.org.uk 
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Applying for a Primary/Junior/Middle or Secondary School place 
for your child for September 2010? 

 
Why not do it the easy way?  - ONLINE 
ONLINE APPLICANTS 

·  Don’t have to wait for the paper form. 
·  Don’t worry about papers getting lost. 
·  Know your information is secure and confidential. 
·  Be confident that errors are minimised. 
·  Instant acknowledgement of your application. 
·  Alter  your preferences up to the closing date. 
·  See your child’s allocated place on the offer day. 
·  See www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/admissions for more details. 

 

No Computer! – No Worries! 
 

·  You can get online access free at local libraries! 
·  Libraries offer a short course to enable new internet users to 

get started, for which we may provide funding, if you are 
eligible. Ask at your local library. 

·  Some schools are opening IT suites to parents wanting to 
apply online – Further details on this will be available from 
7th September 2009-  

            ring our helpdesk on  01604 236599 or see our website 
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/admissions for details from 
September 2009.  
 
Deadline for applying for Secondary school place is 2nd November 
2009 
 
Deadline for applying for Reception school place is 13th November 
2009 
 

SAVE ON WORRY AND TIME 
APPLY ONLINE!!! 
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Nassington Church News.  
 
 
Fellowship Evening. 
This month the meeting will be held on Tuesday 22 September at Ann 
and Neil Bainbridge’s home, 44 Station Road, and will be an 
Ecumenical evening with our friends from all religions in the area. If you 
are attending please let Ann and Neil know for catering purposes, on 
01780 782426. The evening will begin at 7pm. 
Harvest Festival . 
As Bishop John has stated Nassington Church will hold their Harvest 
Festival celebrations on Sunday 27th September at 6pm. Please come 
and join us to celebrate the gathering in of crops with our local farmers. 
Harvest Supper. 
This will be on Monday 28th September in Nassington Church 
beginning at 7pm. The tickets will be priced at £3.00, with accompanied 
children gaining free admittance. Tickets will be available shortly before 
the event at Nassington Stores, Moulds the butchers and some of the 
PCC members. Please look for posters around the village nearer the 
time. 
Church Closure. 
The Church will be closed from Monday 12th October for approximately 
2 weeks to enable the second phase of the electrical work to be carried 
out. Church services during this period will be held in the Village Hall. 
Please check the October Newsletter for further information. The 
services held in the Village Hall during the first phase of the electrical 
works were very popular and we look forward to seeing you all again. 
Baptism. 
We recently welcomed DANIEL HARRY BORRETT into the Church 
family following his Baptism, conducted by Bishop John. We hope to 
see Daniel and his family in Church in the near future. 
The Church In The Community. 
A reminder that there are Church visitors who will be pleased to visit 
anyone in the Village wishing to see a friendly face. A full list of visitors 
for your road/street is available in the Church or from Bishop John 
Flack. 
Band Concert. 
The Yarwell and Nassington Band will be performing their Last Night of 
the Proms in the Church on 9th October. Further details available soon 
for purchase of tickets and start time.    
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Until recently I regarded our neighbouring village of Tansor as that place 
where the residents (if any) are never seen in daylight. Perhaps they come out 
on Halloween, do funny things and then go back to sleep - like in one of those 
old Hammer horror films. But suddenly the place is all over the news, not 
because one of the locals has been spotted in sunshine but because Benson 
the champion carp is no more. 
 
Nobody can say that she didn’t do her bit for anglers all over the country since 
she was put in Kingfisher Lake in 1995. She was a young lass of about 20 and 
at once tempted fishermen from all over to do battle. One of them was a chap 
from Teeside who clocked up 1400 miles on a round trip every week-end 
before he landed Benson. Another said he was desperate for a holiday after 
he succeeded. He just couldn’t resist the lure of this lady carp. In her 14 years 
in Kingfisher Lake she was hauled out 63 times, once at her top recorded 
fighting weight of 67lb 11oz. Benson couldn’t resist fishermen, either. 
 
 Just think of it: every four months or so, she could no more back off a baited 
hook than a drunk can turn down a large scotch. You may say that since fish 
have no memory, she just forgot.  But recent research shows that a two-ounce 
goldfish has a jolly sight better recall than we thought. If you divide two ounces 
into 67lb 11oz you get 1,083 (I think) bank so we can reasonably assume that 
Benson had that much more memory than a goldfish. 
 
No. I think Benson enjoyed it. She was the Siren of the Lake. For weeks she 
played the anglers with nibbles just enough to keep them interested, but at 
regular intervals swallowed the lot just to make headlines. Possibly she 
enjoyed having her picture taken – pity she never saw them. So how and why 
did she suddenly die? It’s thought she took some toxic bait by accident. 
Accident? Maybe… But her latest photograph showed her down to 50lb. I 
think the noble Benson sensed this, realised that her voluptuous curves were 
fading and mottled with cellulite her best days were over. She’d just had 
enough.  So, very sensible for a lady carp, she thought she’d go while she was 
at the top. I think it was suicide. 

OLD CODGER 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
OF THE VILLAGE HALL TRUSTEES HELD ON 

MONDAY 20th JULY 2009 AT 6.30 P.M. 
 
 

Members Present:   
Sue Payne, Ann Bainbridge, Gill Rowe, Jean Wilson  
Apologies For Absence:  Hilary Haggis, Susan Little, Ian MacKay, Jill 
MacKay, Elaine Quincey 
Minutes Of The Last Annual General Meeting: 
The Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting were adopted. 
Proposed by: Gill     Seconded by: Jean 
Chairman’s Report: 
The Charity is Nassington Village Hall, Registration Number 288669.  The 
address is Church Street, Nassington, Peterborough. PE8 6QG 
The aims of the Charity are as laid out in the Trust Deed. 
“The Hall shall be held upon Trust for the purposes of a Village Hall for the use 
of the inhabitants of the Parish of Nassington without distinction of political, 
religious or other opinions including use for meetings, lectures and classes 
and for other forms of recreation and leisure-time occupation with the object of 
improving the conditions of life for the said inhabitants.” 
The Charity Trustees for the year March 2008 to March 2009 are as follows:- 
Mrs. S Payne   Elected Member and Chairman 
Mrs. A Bainbridge  Elected Member and Secretary 
Mrs. C Keigthley  Elected Member and Treasurer 
Mrs. P Burns   Elected Member 
Miss J Booth    Garden Society 
Mrs. G Rowe   Elected member 
Mrs. E Quincey        Carpet Bowls 
Mrs. H. Haggis         Pre-School 
Mr. I Mckay    Cubs/Scouts 
Mrs. S Little              PCC 
Mrs. J Wilson           Monday Lunch Club  
Mrs. J Mackay   Ladies Group 
In the year 2008/2009 the Trustees gained Hallmark 2 which concentrates on 
health, safety, security and licences.  We were awarded 100% marks.  
Nassington is the first Village Hall in Northamptonshire to gain Hallmark 2.  
The Trustees do not intend to apply for Hallmark 3 at this juncture but will start 
to put into place any necessary policies towards this. 
The Premise Licence has been upgraded to include the showing of films and 
dancing on bank holiday’s and Sunday’s.  All groups have been notified about 
the PPL Licence and they have also been asked to carry out a fire drill.  The 
Hall’s insurance has been merged with the Trustee Indemnity Insurance 
making it much cheaper. All necessary electrical work has been completed 
and the Electrical Certificate will now become due every five years.  PAT 
testing will still be yearly.          cont’ .......................... 
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The Trustee’s instructed Abbey Independent Surveys to carry out an 
inspection on the floor and rear door of the building.  Recommendations have 
been made in an extensive report and the Trustees are working towards 
raising the money required for the work.  The surveyor also pointed out that 
the toilet block needed re-felting as soon as it was practical.  This work was 
carried out in early April.  
The Trustees have been promoting the Village Hall to attract more users.  
There have been more children’s party bookings.  A web-site has been 
created and we thank Sharon Jackson of Bay Web Designs for designing it 
and Sarah Rodger for adding it to the village web-site and enabling the Village 
Hall to be emailed from the site. 
The Village Hall celebrated 25 years and the Trustees marked this with the 
installation of a new kitchen.  The project was overseen by Chris Keigthley for 
which we thank her.  The Trustees also thank all the groups who gave 
donations.  County Councillor Heather Smith cut the ribbon and declared the 
kitchen open. The chairman was also presented with flowers and a book token 
for 25 years of service. 
After a kitchen inspection by East Northants Council Scores on Doors the 
Lunch Club and Village Hall were awarded 4 stars. 
For the future the next project is to repair the hall floor and replace the rear 
door followed by decorating.  The Trustees are looking for new groups to start 
up in the Village Hall as many diverse groups are not only an asset to the 
village but a good source of income.  There are vacancies for two elected 
Trustees which should be filled without delay. 
The Trustees are also looking for a treasurer as Chris Keigthley resigned from 
office in March.  The Trustees thank her for her two years of service and wish 
her well. 
The Chairman thanks everyone who has served as a Trustee over the last 
year with a special thank you to the secretary, Ann Bainbridge, for her ongoing 
work and support. 
Sue Payne.  Chairman. 
Accounts: 
The audited accounts were circulated and accepted. 
Proposed by: Sue  Seconded by: Ann  
Appointment of Representative Committee Members 
Mrs. J. McKay Ladies Group 
Miss J. Booth Garden Society 
Mrs. S. Little  PCC 
Mr. I. MacKay Cubs/Scouts 
Mrs. E. Quincey Bowls Club 
Mrs. H. Haggis Pre-School 
Proposed by:    Seconded by:                  
Election Of Committee Members: 
Mrs. S. Payne Elected Member and Chairman 
Mrs. A. Bainbridge Elected Member and Secretary 
Mrs. G. Rowe           Elected Member      cont’ ...................... 
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Mrs. J. Wilson Elected Member 
Vacancy 
Vacancy 
The Chairman read a letter of resignation from Pam Burns. The Secretary to 
write thanking her for many years of loyal service. 
ACTION: Ann 
Proposed by: Gill     Seconded by: Jean   
Any Other Business:  
None 
 

Rubbish Disposal at Nassington Village Hall  
 

The dustbin men collect household rubbish which may be deposited in a black 
bag in the outside dustbins.  Please note these dustbins have to be carried out 
to the cartilage by committee members. 
The village hall is classed as a business by the local council and any re-
cycling collection would incur a charge. 
We ask all hirers to take the rubbish that can be re-cycled home and dispose 
of it appropriately in their re-cycle bins. 
Please take bottles home and do not leave them inside or outside the village 
hall. 
 

 

Wanted 
 

Treasurer for the Village Hall.  Further details from Sue 
Payne 01780 782747 or any committee member. 
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Nassington Newsletter  
 

Letters to the Editor. 
On Saturday 25th July, several 
young adults from the village 
had a “Bit of a Picnic” on the 
riverbank. 
I would like to ask them if they 
would mind removing the 
debris when they return home 
and if they would mind being a 
little quieter at 5:30am in the 
morning when coming through 
the village; as old fogies need 
our sleep!? 
Thank you, Barry Keightley.  

 
10th August 2009 
I re-homed a rescue cat 6 years ago who was dumped on a door step of a 
vet’s surgery. She lived with my parents until two months ago, when she came 
to live with me, on Station Road.  She is a black long-haired cat with a dash of 
white on her bib. She wears a blue velvet collar with a pink metallic ID tag with 
her name (Max) and my mobile number on it.  
Someone in the village appears to be brushing and feeding her. I am writing in 
to ask that this person please stop doing this. Max comes from a good home, 
where she is brushed and fed. She was abandoned as a kitten because she 
has serious underlying health issues, which require her to be on a strictly 
controlled diet. The person feeding her is actually making her sick – literally.  
Cats being cats, she does go into gardens and meow for attention – but I have 
cats come into my garden, which belong to other people and I have shooed 
them away. It is never right to feed a pet that is not your o wn, 
ESPECIALLY when they clearly are wearing collars wi th ID of their 
owner.   If they have underlying health issues, like Max, you could be causing 
more harm than good and it hurts me as the owner to see my cat being sick 
when she gets back home. 
Lauren Ilin , Station Road, Nassington 
 
 

Dear Editor, 
 
This is just a thank you to all Nassingtonians.  I wonder how many others can 
look back on ten, twenty etc years and think how grateful they are that 
circumstances brought them to Nassington.  It was to be 3 years in our case, 
but has turned out to be 50 years this month.  I don’t want to boost their egos 
too much, but they’re a tolerant lot!  So, thank you and God bless you.   
Frank and Susan. 
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A Message From Bishop John  
 

 
September is the month when we all get going again after the holidays. 
Children return to school and the evenings get darker.    It's also the time 
when we celebrate our harvest festivals.     Harvest is a specially important 
festival here where we are surrounded by farmland and farmers.     
If you love Harvest Festivals there's an opportunity to go four weeks running! 
Our special Harvest services are as follows:  - 
 
 Apethorpe       Sunday 13 September at 11.00am 
 Yarwell            Sunday 20 September at 6.00pm 
 Nassington     Sunday 27 September at 6.00pm 
 Woodnewton  Sunday   4 October at 6.00pm 
 
The service at Woodnewton is a very special occasion when we shall be 
dedicating the new chairs which have recently replaced the old ones.   We 
shall be joined at this service by the congregations from the other churches. 
"Back to Church Sunday" is Sunday 27 September, when there will be simple 
morning services in each church at the usual Sunday morning times e.g. 
 
 Woodnewton    9.30am 
 Nassington     10.00am 
 Yarwell      11.00am (note start time) 
 Apethorpe    11.00am 
 
If you haven't been to church for a while, give us a try! 
With warmest greetings to you all. 
 
+John

NASSINGTON LADIES GROUP 
 

Wed. 16th Sept. 2009 
 

The Walled Garden Centre Elton. 
 

Supper & Talk 
 

6.45 for 7.00 p.m. 
 

Contact     Paddy Curnow 01780 782090 
Judy Acred      01780 783279 
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NASSINGTON INTERNATIONAL 
FILM FESTIVAL 

 

          Friday 11th September and 
            Saturday, 12th   September 2009 

 
 

Friday 11th September 
 
7:30pm   “The Wages of Fear”  Certificate PG 
     Actors: Yves Montandd, Folco Lulli and Peter van   
    Eyck 
     Director: Henri-Georges Clouzot 
Winner of the Grand Prix at the 1953 Cannes Festival, an action 
packed film when truckers deliver a tanker full of nitro-glycerine to put 
out oil well fires. 
 
Saturday 12th September 
 
4:00pm   “Kes”       Certificate PG 

Actors: Colin Welland, David Bradley and  
Brian Glover 

     Director: Ken Loach (1969) 
A young English working-class boy spends his free time caring for and 
training a young kestrel.  A marvellous moving and compassionate film.  
So realistic that it is often funny. 
 
7:45pm   “A Fish called Wanda”  Certificate 15 

Actors: John Cleese, Jamie Lee Curtis, Keven Kline, 
Michael Palin and many more 

Director: Charles Crichton 
A tale of murder, lust, greed, revenge and seafood. 
 

Price per ticket, for each film is £5 
Saturday £12 for both films and a light supper. 

Seating is limited so, to avoid disappointment, please call: -  
Charles Stewart on 01780 782155 to purchase your ticket/s. 

 
All surplus to Spinal Research Charity
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Stop Press ........ 
 

Students! 
Nassington has a Trust Fund which can provide help with books 
and equipment for students.  To be eligible you should be a 
Nassington resident with a confirmed place at a University or 
College from Autumn 2009.  The fund is open to students 
following degree or vocational courses, including 
apprenticeships. 
To find out more ring Gill Rowe on 783117. 
 
 

 

 
 

WASTE BOX COLLECTION 2009  
 

Tuesday 1st September  Green Box 
Monday 7th September  Red Box 
Monday 14th September Green & Blue Box  

    Monday 21st September  Red Box 
    Monday 28th September  Green Box  
Green Box = Empty Cans, Plastic Bottles, Clothes, Cardboard etc 
Red Box     = Newspapers, Magazines, Catalogues, Junk Mail 
Blue Box    = Glass Bottles and Jars 



 12 



 13 

The Trials and Tribulations of  
Allotment Liz 

Welcome!  We are now approaching the time of mellow fruitfulness when all 
the hard work is starting to pay off and those gorgeous new potatoes, 
which take no scraping and cooking, have been dug up and served to 

the family along with carrots, peas, greens, beans and coming into their own now - 
sweet corn!  This when dug up, popped straight into a pan of boiling water for a 
few minutes, then drenched with butter is heaven, I even eat it raw but hot and 
glossy with butter is the very best way.  The joy of this particular veg’ is that it is so 
good natured and grows away without any fuss even though it does take quite a 
while to be ready for harvest - but it is well having a go at. 
The long dry spell has been replaced by rain, rain and yet more rain so my water 
butt is well and truly full, in fact I could do with several more and interlink them all, 
but that is a job for winter.  The advantage of all the rain is that the soil is perfect 
for sowing more beetroot, carrots, spinach and winter greens such as Savoy  
greens, broccoli and red cabbage.   I have also started a late crop of spring 
onions, lettuce and French beans which grow away really quickly and should 
provide me with a small but useful crop.  I bet you are all well impressed with all 
this activity, I know I am!   I must have inherited this love of home grown from my 
Mum who is now 91 and is enjoying my vegetables very much.  At 45 this 
redoubtable lady dug 2 large allotments in Peterborough only to discover on 
finishing them that she was pregnant with my brother Ted, who duly arrived safe 
and sound weighing in at 9lbs!  This gives credence to the saying “Hard work 
never killed anyone” 
Now my failures!  The hot dry weather has played havoc with my greens and they 
all have come to very sad ends!  I did manage to glean a few cabbages but the 
cauli’s and broccoli - disasters!  As for my foray into melon growing - another 
disaster.  I put the healthy plant into a box well prepared with compost and it grew 
away showing signs of produce then - it rained and I soon realized that I had not 
put any drainage holes in the bottom of the box so my plant effectively drowned!  I 
did manage to retrieve 2 melons - 1 the size of a large gooseberry and the other, 
in poor light, could be mistaken for a Cox’s orange pippin, so I don’t think they will 
make the show on 31st August!  So much for that experiment! 
By the time you are reading this ditty the show will have come and gone but I will 
be reporting on my exhibits and the competition next time, may the weather have 
been kind and the attendance high!!!! 
I now have to add that one of the allotment holders has asked if I would mention 
the fact that some of his produce appears to have been taken and asked if we can 
all be vigilant in watching out for such behavior.  This is a great shame when this 
happens as it is hard work preparing, planting and nurturing our plots and to see it 
vanish is disheartening, so please, whoever you are stop it!  The Nassington 
allotments only cost £15 per year per plot or £9 for half and are really good value 
for money, so instead of taking other peoples produce come and join us and grow 
your own, its great!  
Last off all congratulations to my neighboring allotmenteer, Caroline and her 
husband on the birth of their little boy, well done and see you back in harness very 
soon! 
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Bishop John Flack, telephone 01780 782271, Priest-in-charge of the Benefice 
of Nassington, Yarwell, Woodnewton and Apethorpe. Pastoral Assistant Jo 
Booth 01780 783060.  Churchwarden Alan Rodger 01780 782736  
 
 

CHURCH SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER 2009  

 
 
Nassington 
 September 6th  . 8.30am.  Holy Communion (PB) 
                             10.0am. Family Service 
September 13th.  10.0am    Holy Communion 
September 20th  10.0am.   Holy Communion (PB) 
September 27th.  10.0am    Holy Communion with   
                                          Sunday School. 
                               6.0pm   Harvest Evensong 
 
Yarwell 
 September 6th   10.30am  Holy Communion 
                              6.0pm Benefice Evensong 
September 13th  10.30am   Morning Prayer 
September 20th    6.0pm      Methodist service 
September 27th   11.00.am  Holy Communion 
 
Woodnewton 
September 13th       9.30am    Holy Communion 
September  20th       9.30am     Holy Communion  
September  27th   8.30am    Holy Communion(PB) 
 
Apethorpe 
September 6th    11.0am       Morning Prayer 
September 13th   11.0am      Holy Communion      
September 20th    11.0am       Holy Communion 
September 27th    11.0am       Holy Communion 

 
 
 
 
 


