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Parish Council News – April 2009  
 
PARISH COUNCILLOR - VACANCY  
A vacancy exists on the Parish Council – if you feel that you could 
make a positive contribution to your community and would like to 
become involved, please contact a Councillor or the Clerk.  Further 
details about what a Parish Council does can be found on the council 
pages of the village website nassington.org.uk.  Local democracy is 
becoming increasingly influential and the importance of a local voice is 
growing too.  It’s a bit of an exaggeration to suggest, as some do, that 
a Parish Council will have the same input as its French counterparts, 
for instance, but they are becoming much more professional and 
respected organisations.  Have a think about what you could do to 
become part of your community’s future. 
  
EASTFIELD CRESCENT 
Just a reminder that Eastfield Crescent will be closed from 6th April for 
one week for carriageway resurfacing, during the day.  Please ensure 
that your car is removed from the road during the day 
 
YOUTH FACILITIES  
The Parish Council is in discussion with the young people’s services 
co-ordinator at the district council, Paul Wilcox.  Originally the idea was 
to look at forming a youth club, but Paul has advised that the starting 
point is to find out from the children and young people in the village 
what they would like in the way of facilities.  With this in mind, he is 
going to be talking to some of the young people around and about to 
gather their views.  He will also be going to the young people’s 
sessions of the rural programme at the playing field in the Easter 
holidays to try to chat with the teenagers.  If you have any thoughts on 
youth facilities, please let the Parish Council know – you can use the 
mail link on the website anonymously if you’d prefer, or text 07826 
374729.  Mark Acred is the Parish Councillor who is going to be 
working closely with Paul Wilcox and he’d be happy too to hear your 
views.  Email mark@nassington.org.uk 
 
RURAL COMMUNITY PROGRAMME FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE  
This is an excellent facility offering children and young people activities 
in the school holidays.  This year, all sessions are free and the 
organisers, Cultural Community Partnerships, are offering programmes 
for ALL children and young people under 18.  It is a superb provision to 
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counter the “I’m bored” sentiment! The following dates and venues 
have been booked: 
 
Rural Programme 8-12 year olds  (Indoor sports and craft based 
activity in the village hall) on Thursday 9th April at 2pm.  There are 2 
sessions in Woodnewton in the Easter holidays, but they were only 
able to do one in Nassington this time 
 
PlayRangers 0-7 year olds  (Parents or carers are required to stay 
with children) Tuesday 7th April 2-4pm and Thursday 16th 10am-midday 
in the village hall 
 
13+ years  will be at the playing field, based in the sports pavilion.  The 
sessions are on Tuesday 7th and Wednesday 15th, both 10am-midday.  
 
If there is anything at all you would like to know about any of these 
sessions, please contact the clerk. 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY ISSUES 
The new sergeant of the police community safety team, based at 
Oundle, attended the last Parish Council meeting and explained some 
of his thoughts on some of the issues with unacceptable behaviour and 
crime in the village.  He is wholly supportive of Nassington’s insistence 
that this behaviour will not be tolerated and will assist with issues 
where possible.  Equally, the Parish Council supports the police as 
necessary.  The police need to be aware of anything that happens in 
the village that people are not comfortable with.  It may well be the 
case that the matter will not warrant a follow up, but they need to be 
aware of issues and incidents.  Please email 
SCTEastNorthantsNorth@northants.police.uk or call 08453 700700 
and ask to speak to Oundle station. 
 
FOOTPATHS 
The County Council are considering issuing a closure order on some of 
the byways around the Parish in order that if the weather becomes so 
bad that continued use of the lanes would cause permanent damage, 
barriers can be locked shut.  Updates will be reported as the project 
progresses. 
 
 
Sarah Rodger, Acting Clerk 
782736 / clerk@nassington.org.uk 
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Nassington Church News  
 
 
 

 
Sunday 5th April is Palm Sunday, the family service will include 
communion, procession with palms for the children and hopefully more 
young people helping the choir. 
The 6.0pm evening service Bishop John describes as a “Songs of 
Praise meditation” so come and see and sing. 
Maundy Thursday, 9th April at 7.30pm: the “last supper” service. Good 
Friday, 10th April 10.0am: Family service.  Easter Day 12th April, 
10.0am, the most precious festival of the year, again with the families 
joining in. 
As I write on 19th March, the Lent course has been well attended with 
people from all four parishes.  On 26th March a joint PCC for all four 
parishes will also help us to work together (report next month). 
I hope everyone in the village will come in to the church sometime this 
month to see what a difference the new chairs make, many thanks to 
all who have given to this project. 
Coffee mornings – the first is on 4th April, 10.30am to 12 noon in 
church.  This will be as last year; but please bring your ideas, if you 
would like us to alter it in any way. 
Christian Fellowship – this is on Tuesday 28th April 7pm at the 
vicarage, tel: 782271 if you can come – “an ecumenical evening”. 
Church Electoral Roll . The AGM of the Church will be on Thursday 
16th April at 7.30pm in Church. If you are not on the Church electoral 
roll but would like to join, please contact Hilary Hardie on 783855. 
Launde Abbey . Bishop John is leading a Quiet Day at Launde Abbey 
on Saturday 18th April, from 10am to 3.30pm. This will cost £22, which 
included morning coffee, lunch and afternoon tea. If you feel the need 
to “get away from it all”, and have a ‘you’ day at the Abbey in the 
peaceful grounds, house and Chapel, please contact Bishop John on 
782271 as soon as possible to book your place. 
Friends of Nassington church – you may have considered yourself a 
friend for many Years, but this is a new idea for us and Priscilla will tell 
you all about it next month.  Telephone 782415 if you can’t wait! 
An important date; Thursday 16th Aprill, 7.30pm in church, our A.G.M. 
You’re needed. 
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Communicare  
 
 
 

A meeting was held on Thursday 12 March; in the absence of the Treasurer the 
Secretary reported an increase in funds held of just over £300. 
Dr. Nally confirmed that permission has now been granted for a pharmacy to be 
opened at Wansford surgery.  The doctors had been delighted with the level of support 
received from patients for this scheme – written evidence had played a vital part in 
securing a positive outcome.  Thanks were expressed to everyone who had 
contributed towards this very satisfactory result.  It is hoped to have the pharmacy up 
and running within six months; it will operate in conjunction with the dispensary and 
will sell a range of appropriate over-the-counter medicines and products. 
Dr. Nally also reported that the local planning authority have agreed the creation of a 
second car park on the lower level field area with a separate entrance from the road.  
A pedestrian walkway will be made between the two car parks but unfortunately 
because of an existing gas main which crosses the land, the cost of building vehicle 
access from one to the other is prohibitive.  The surgery plans to apply for landfill 
grants towards the cost of creating a garden area overlooking the river valley.  It was 
suggested that when the time comes and patients and the local community are 
encouraged to enjoy this new amenity, donations of seats, trees and plants, perhaps in 
memory of someone, could be sought. 
The transport scheme charges were discussed – small increases for journeys to 
Stamford and Peterborough were suggested; these to be ratified by the Treasurer 
before implementation.  The meeting agreed an expenditure of up to £200 for the 
purchase of an acupressure tool to be used by the doctors in conjunction with 
acupuncture. 
The practice manager, Denise Wilson, reported on the results of the recent patient 
survey.  Two hundred and ten questionnaires had been given out and 179 returned 
completed.   High percentages were regular patients and most aspects of the survey 
received a positive response.  Concern was raised however, with regard to patient 
confidentiality within the Reception Areas of both surgeries; ideas to overcome this 
problem were discussed with a view to providing better facilities as quickly as possible.  
Suggestions had also been made to replenish the children’s toys in the Waiting Areas, 
it was agreed that Communicare would donate funds for the purchase of suitable 
replacements. 
Discussion took place regarding means of making a wider age group of patients more 
aware of Communicare, its function, relevance and the benefits it provides for both 
patients and surgeries.  Various ideas for new literature and notices will be 
investigated. 
The next meeting will be held at Wansford on Tuesday 12 May at 12:45pm. 
The Social Group next meets at Yarwell village Hall on Friday 17 April at 10:00am for 
their monthly coffee morning.  The first of the summer day trips is on Wednesday 15 
April to Henley-in-Arden and Stratford-upon-Avon.  The spring four night coach holiday 
to Shropshire leaves on Sunday 17 May. 
Anyone interested in more information on the social activities should contact Clare 
Wagstaffe 01780 470437 
Wendy Spencer. 
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Nassington Newsletter  
 

Letters to the Editor 
 
Can you help the Newsletter? 
Each month a volunteer collates the pages for the newsletter and takes them 
to the road stewards.  There are twelve on this team so each volunteer gives 
just a few hours once a year. 
Now we need two new people – can you help?  If you can spare several 
hours a year there are vacancies for the June or July editions.  The papers 
and stapler will be delivered to you around the 25th of the preceding month so 
that you can put them together and pass them on to the road stewards for 
delivery.  That’s all that is involved. 
Please help.  Ring Gill Rowe on 783117 to discuss. 
 
 
Donations this month 
Anonymous - £10 gratefully received. 

 
“Hold a Fish and Chip Supper to help 
spinal cord injured people live full and 

independent lives.” 
 

 
 
 
Great British Fish and Chip Supper – Friday 15 th May 2009 
 
Want to do something different? Want to raise money where you live or work? 
Want to eat Fish and Chips, while raising money for charity? Hold a fish and 
chip supper on Friday 15th May 2009 whilst raising awareness of spinal cord 
injury and supporting SIA’s information and support services.  
You can hold a fish and chip supper in your own home, at work or hold a 
larger supper at your local community centre. 
SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hints and tips, recipes, 
invitations and donation envelopes. By inviting 7 friends and asking them to 
donate an additional £5.00 means you will raise at least £35.00 from your 
supper but we will also give you additional fundraising ideas to raise even 
more money for SIA. 
In 2009 SIA will celebrate its 35th Anniversary and being that Friday 15th May 
2009 is Spinal Cord Injury awareness day and what a better way to raise 
funds than eating Fish and Chips and raising money for SIA. 
The money raised from the suppers will help the Spinal Injuries Association 
offer support to individuals who become paralysed and their families, from the 
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moment a spinal injury occurs, and for the rest of their lives by providing 
services and publications which enable and encourage paralysed people to 
lead independent lives. 
Every year in the UK over 1,000 people experience a spinal cord injury and 
there are an estimated 40,000 spinal cord injured people in the UK alone.  
Donor Development Officer, Elizabeth Wright, says, “The Fish and Chip 
Supper is a wonderful opportunity for a great evening with friends and family. 
We are also encouraging people who work to hold a Fish and Chip Lunch in 
their work places to raise even more funds. You may be even a local 
community group wanting to run a fun evening with your group. 
2009 is the first year that SIA are running the suppers but we already envisage 
this to be one of our top fundraising initiatives in the SIA calendar over the 
coming years. Be a part of something special and make a real difference to 
help spinal cord injured people gain access to the information and support 
they need to enable them to live full and independent lives.” 
For more information or request a fundraising pack call Elizabeth Wright on 
0845 678 6633 xtn 229 or email fishandchips@spinal.co.uk or visit 
www.spinal.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daffodils, lighter evenings, mowing the lawn…they make you feel good. You 
want to share the spring-washed air with others. Doing anything interesting 
this week-end? I asked the Somerfield checkout girl. I’m going to the Tate 
Modern in  
London, she said, icily. Only then did it hit me that a chap old enough to be her 
granddad asking if she was busy on Saturday might be misunderstood. You 
have to be so careful, and it’s getting worse. 
This dismal conclusion comes after a series of complaints from people who 
seem to have more chips on their shoulders than a berserk lumberjack. 
Leading those who have fallen foul of the political correct brigade is Prince 
Harry, now destined for a military Equality and Diversity course after referring 
to his army chum as a “Paki.” Then there is the nurse in trouble for offering to 
pray for one of her patients. Somebody went for Carol Thatcher, who lost her 
job for using the banned word “g.ll.w.g” Even a five-year-old tot stirred things 

OLD CODGER 
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up by innocently talking about God to her classmate at primary school. (She 
seems to be a particularly bright lass). 
These are the most recent examples, and in none did the alleged victims 
complain. Action was taken by people with ears like cabbage leaves, finely 
tuned to the Equality and Diversity wavelength. They seem to be as common 
as security cameras. This made me wonder how many old pals I’ve upset 
(“tough night last night, Bill? East Wing again”?) and so on as part of bar-room 
banter. None, as far as I know. At least they still talk to me. But I realise there 
is a risk in my “keep children out of pubs” lonely and futile campaign, which is 
based on the simple idea that a play centre is not the place to enjoy a pint. 
One day they’ll ban me from pubs, like a football hooligan, and the Thought 
Police will be hammering on the door at 2am. 
But, if you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em. So here’s an idea for the Equality army to 
take up. Why are there insects called ladybirds, but no gentlemenbirds? Half 
of them probably are, so let’s even things up. Where are the animal rights 
bullies when we really need them? 
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Friends of Nassington School  
 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Auction of Promises on Friday 13th 
March.  Those who came along on the night were fantastic with their bidding 
on the 77 lots we had.  Your generosity in parting with your money for the 
school is really appreciated.  Our thanks also go to those who promised their 
time and other gifts for bidders to win.  I’m pleased to say that over £3000 was 
raised, 5% of which was donated to Comic Relief.  The pre-school will also 
have a percentage of the profits from items donated by parents of pre-school 
children. 
To everyone who supported this event – in whichever way you did thank you 
very much!  
Now, another note in your diary – the May Fayre, on Saturday 9th May.  
Remember this is for the whole village to enjoy, not just for the children of 
Nassington School.  It would be great to see other children from the village 
(and adults) come along and join in the procession from Griffins Coal Yard.  
This will start, as usual, at 1:30pm then finish in the school grounds to see the 
May Queen crowned.  Don’t worry about lunch.  There will be a BBQ and teas 
and coffees will be on offer and lots of other stalls to enjoy throughout the 
afternoon. 
The bottle tombola is always a favourite at this event, so nearer the time we 
will be asking for donations of any bottles and jars, etc for this stall.  You will 
receive a flyer stating what day to leave out your donations for collection.  Also 
if there are any keen bakers who’d like to support the school, any cakes, 
biscuits, etc. can be left at the school on Friday 8th or in the morning on 
Saturday 9th May and they will be very gratefully received.  If you are willing to 
support with a donation, thank you very much. 
For more information about this event of FONS in general, please contact Sue 
on 01780 783790. 
For more information about the school and FONS go to the website, 
www.nassingtonschool.org.uk  
 
 

“Nassington International Film Festival”  
 

A varied and interesting programme of films will be  screened in the 
Village Hall on the evening of Friday 11 th September; and the afternoon 

and evening of Saturday 12 th September.  Between the Saturday 
afternoon and evening showings, refreshments will b e available on the 
Village Green.  All proceeds in support of Spinal R esearch.  For more 

information, please ring Charles Stewart on 782155.
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The Trials and Tribulations of Allotment Liz  
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Bishop John Flack , telephone 01780 782271, Priest-in-charge of the 
Benefice of Nassington, Yarwell, Woodnewton and Apethorpe. 
Pastoral Assistant  Jo Booth 01780 783060.  Churchwarden  Alan 
Rodger 01780 782736  

 
 

CHURCH SERVICES FOR APRIL 2009 
 
 

5TH April  Palm Sunday 
9.45am  Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
10.00am Family Service   at Nassington 
  with Communion         
10.30am  Holy Communion  at Yarwell 
11.00am  Morning Prayer  at Apethorpe  
6.00pm   Benefice Evensong  at Nassington 
 

9th April   Maundy Thursday 
7.30pm  “Last Supper Service”  at Nassington 
 

10th April  10.00am   Family Service  at Nassington 
  12 noon  Devotional Service  at Woodnewton 

2.00pm  Devotional Service  at Yarwell 
2.00pm  Devotional Service  at Apethorpe 

   
12th April  Easter Day 

8.30am  Holy Communion  at Nassington 
9.45am  Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 

  10.00am   Holy Communion  at Nassington 
  10.30am  Holy Communion  at Yarwell 
  11.00am  Holy Communion  at Apethorpe 
19th April   
  9.45am  Family Service   at Woodnewton 
  10.00am   Holy Communion  at Nassington 
  11.00am  Holy Communion  at Apethorpe 

3.00pm  Methodist Service  at Yarwell 
26th April    
  9.45am  Morning Prayer   at Woodnewton  

10.00am  Holy Communion  at Nassington 
10.30am  Holy Communion  at Yarwell] 
11.0am  Holy Communion  at Apethorpe 

 
 
 


