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MINUTES - NASSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Wednesday 9 " September 2009 in Nassington village hall at 7.15p m

Present: Councillors: Barbara Curtis (Chair), Yvo = nne Banke, and Paul Burgess
Sarah Rodger-Clerk, PCSO Phil Dobson and NCC * Councillor Heather Smith

Before the start of the meeting, the chairman opened the floor so that members of the public could
speak. ClIr Heather Smith advised the meeting of a change of personnel in the highways department,
advised that £1,000 would be allocated to Nassington for the Preschool/Sports/Community Centre
project from the ‘Empowering Councillors’ fund and that she would be speaking with Stamford Homes
with regard to them inputting some funding in order for the 30mph signs on the Woodnewton Road to be
moved

ACTION/
NOTES
09.74) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.
Mike Ford — unavoidable family commitment and Mark Acred — medical appointment
(back). Both apologies accepted
09.75) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA - None
09.76) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 8TH JuLY 2009 —
Some alterations were made, initialled by the chairman and it was RESOLVED that they
be adopted as a true record of the meetings. The Chairman signed the minutes
09.77) CoO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR — There are a number of vacancies on the
council and interest being shown by a number of parties, two of whom are ineligible until
the new register of electors is published and one who was unable to attend the meeting
but hopes to in October
09.78) PLANNING —
1. 09/011555/FUL 37 Station Road Nassington: Two storey extension to rear of
dwelling - RESOLVED to submit comments to the planning authority stating that the
building materials should be in keeping and that the proposed dwelling will be large
compared to the listed building next door
2. 09/00053/WAS - East Northants Resource Management Facility, Stamford Road,
King's Cliffe, - RESOLVED to request more time for consultation
09.79) FINANCIAL MATTERS :
1. RESOLVED: That the following cheques be signed and accounts paid
Cheque | Description Payee VAT (Gross
300045 | Expenses & salary S Rodger 11.16 770.12
300046 | Street lighting maintenance contract Eon Energy Services 23.69 181.63
300047 | Water at allotments Anglia Water 42.23
300048 | Emptying dog bin East Northants Council 2.02 15.50
300049 | Safety inspection RoOSPA 11.70 89.70
300051 | Playranger Village Hall hire Nassington Village Hall 78.00
300052 | Training courses Northants CALC 58.00
300053 | New manhole cover at pavilion carpark | Andy Roberts 93.18
TOTAL 1328.36
2. Receipts noted — interest £2.66
3. Accounts received and Clir Yvonne Banke agreed to check the 6 months to September
4. RESOLVED: To increase fidelity insurance cover to £22,000
5. The clerk advised that finally the PAYE was sorted out for her salary. It was agreed that it would be

prudent to wait a couple of months to see how the deductions went before setting up a direct debit.
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09.80) OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS & REPORTS:

1. Chairman — Advised that a letter of resignation had been received from Liam Gale.
He is unable to commit to Wednesday evenings any longer because of a change to his
working contract. The chairman expressed thanks on behalf of the Parish Council

2. Clerk — Requested holiday period and advised that the qualified audit had been
returned with no issues arising-this would be formally reported at the next meeting.

3. Councillors / Committees:
Parish Watch — minutes had been distributed.

Allotments — The new water had been connected. There is a waiting list for
allotment plots, but some tenants are not using their allotments, which is contrary to
their tenancy agreement and they would be asked if the allotments are still required.
The matter of the bonfire was discussed

Burial Board — The cemetery has been in use since 1882 and there have been
approximately 1400 burials. There is space to accommodate around 30 more and at
the current rate of 6 per year, there are not many years worth left. There is a
possibility to obtain more land which would necessitate additional funding to what is
currently available to spend, to allow for rabbit fencing, planning, and legal fees.
There had been some complaints about untidiness, which are refuted by the burial
board because the area is in a state of good repair, with no signs of interference or
vandalism etc.

Footpaths - A winter closure order had been issued by NCC! for NM32, 34, 40 and
PG14

09.81) MATTERS ARISING FOR INFORMATION :

1. Churchyard wall — The PCC? has appointed someone to liaise with the Parish
Council who was on holiday.

2. Map board — The chairman reported that the technical department at Glinton school
would be willing to take on this project. It was agreed to look into the idea of having an
aluminium map made and the clerk was instructed to investigate

3. Churchyard lvy — It was agreed to take up the grass cutting contractor’s offer of £80
to clear the ivy

09.82) CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE — A letter had been received advising that Paul
Wilcox’s role was being reduced within ENC? and he was no longer covering previous
remit of ‘rural outreach’. It was agreed to keep up discussions regarding a youth club
and to ask ENC? for help in finding a source to assist in this

09.83) NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH AND COMMUNITY SAFETY MATTERS:

1. Update from police -PCSO Phil Dobson had introduced himself to the Councillors
prior to the meeting opening and had reported at that point. He spoke about the bus
shelter and was updated on a brief history of its infamy. He explained that there were
some ASB proceedings already happening with ‘vexatious persisters’ in the village and
neighbouring villages. Speeding was discussed

2. Other community safety issues — The chevron on the approach to the village was
discussed, along with the ‘old railway’ wall on Station Road and the road signs — clerk to
contact highways.

3.  Neighbourhood watch — Potential NHW contact co-ordinators were identified for
most parts of the village.

4. Playground / RoSPA report — All points identified in the RoSPA report had been
dealt with. Still to deal with is the gate to the under 5s area as a matter of urgency.
Clerk to investigate possible volunteer.

09.84) PRESCHOOL UNIT & COMMUNITY SPORTS CENTRE. The Al full colour plans had
been on display, with comments slips and a receipt box for them, at the village show in
August. Both of the comments submitted were very positive about the project. There is
to be a village meeting on 16" September to present the project and receive feedback.
The matter of the lease and ground rent for preschool was discussed at length. The clerk
reported the result of her discussion with land valuers, who were of the professional
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opinion that to have a survey carried out to ascertain the commercial rents would cost
many £100’s. The Council RESOLVED: That this was a community project rather than a
commercial exercise AND that the ground rent be set at £600 per annum initially AND
that the ground rent would be subject to an annual review and increase of at least RPI

09.85) GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT FOR 2010 / TREE POLLARDING It was agreed that at the
moment the trees at the churchyard do not need to be pollarded, but trimming at the
bottom in order to allow the grass to be cut is necessary. The 2 magnolias also need to
be pruned. RESOLVED: To renew the contract with Mr W White for cutting the grass at
the churchyard, strimming at the playing field and pocket park, for 8 months at £1080 and
to ask him to quote for pruning the lime trees, removing the suckers and trimming the
magnolia

09.86) NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTION FOR A PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE INTO THE
EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE STANDARDS BOARD After due consideration of the subitted
biographies of each of the candidates, it was RESOLVED: To vote for Shirley Milton

09.87) CORRESPONDENCE:

1. BT Adopt a phone scheme — invitation to adopt red phone boxes — Decided not to
pursue

2. Land availability details, for reference
3. New bus times — to go on notice board and website
4. Village hall hiring rates

09.88) NEWSLETTER:

Report on village meeting re community sports centre,
NHW,

Liam Gale’s resignation,

new arrangements for the STC*

09.89) FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: Bus shelter funding sources / prices
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: OCTOBER 14TH 2009, NASSINGTON VILLAGE HALL, 7.15PM -

Approved by Nassington Parish Council:

Signature of Chairman
of following meeting:
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Date: 14™ October 2009



