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MINUTES 

NASSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Wednesday 11 th March 2009 in Nassington village hall at 7.15pm 

Present:   
Councillors:  Barbara Curtis (Chair), Mark Acred, Y vonne Banke, Paul Burgess, Mike Ford, Liam 
Gale 

Sarah Rodger, Acting Clerk 
 
plus 2 representatives of the police, Sgt Phil Holt on and PCSO Tony Green, NCC 1 County Cllr 
Heather Smith and Paul Wilcox from East Northampton shire Council, Children And Young 
Peoples Services Co-ordinator.   
Prior to the start of the meeting proper, the Chair man opened up the public forum for a general 
discussion to take place about matters raised prior  to the meeting and circulated by email.  
These issues had originally been raised at the prev ious parish council meeting and concerned 
unacceptable behaviour in the village by some peopl e, as wel l as problems on the school bus.  
The Chairman invited the police to speak first with  other parties inputting as necessary.  
Sgt Holton introduced himself as the replacement for Sgt Chisholm at Oundle and gave some 
information about his policing background and approach to policing.  He introduced PCSO Tony Green 
as a new member of the safer community team based at Oundle.  Recent crime figures were reported.  
The matter of disruption on the school bus service was discussed in some depth.  Both the senior and 
middle schools served by the service had been involved with discussions in the previous week or so as 
had the transport management at the County Council, following input from NCC1 Cllr Heather Smith   
Reports of actions taken against culprits were reported and the matter of CCTV discussed, although the 
meeting was advised that since the ringleaders had been banned from the bus and the driver replaced, 
behaviour in general had improved.  Follow up on the unacceptable and abusive behaviour during the 
bad snow was reported and discussed.  

It was agreed that the fact that there is very little for young people to do in the village does contribute to 
the offensive behaviour, although it does not detract from the fact that the behaviour is unacceptable 
and that parental/family responsibility is the main factor in the whole situation.  Various options of what 
could be provided were discussed.  Paul Wilcox advised that it would be most beneficial to consult with 
the young people, rather than try to pre-empt what they would like, or decide on their behalf.  It was 
agreed that, rather than ‘work blind’ and try to think of ideas, Paul Wilcox and NPC2 Cllr Mark Acred 
would speak with some of the young people to get an idea of what kinds of things they would like.  This 
unofficial consultation would be followed up with a round table meeting involving the young people to 
formulate ways forward.  The matter of the motorbikes at the quarry in Yarwell was discussed in some 
detail and the Cllr Smith was to discuss the matter with the owners. 

Aside from community safety issues, Right of Way NM32/34 was discussed and Cllr Smith reported that 
NCC are aiming to implement a permanent closure, which will allow a barrier to shut off access in 
unsuitable weather conditions, making it easier to protect the green lanes.  This will replace the winter 
closure orders which are time limited and do not take into account bad weather at other times.  The 
same will hopefully apply to Ruisbrick Lane (NM33) and the areas owned by the Wildlife Trust.  It was 
also explained that the day-to-day running of the rights of way had been outsource to May-Gurney. 

There being no other matters to discuss, the chairman opened the meeting. 

 

08.168) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE . 
Cllr Guy Curtis apologies due to work commitments apology accepted.  Andrew Codman, 
apologies received without explanation 

ACTION / 
NOTES 

08.169) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
Cllrs Yvonne Banke – 08/151 – Finance, as she is on the garden show committee with 
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**Declarations 
of Interest** 
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Peter Riddington 
Cllr Mark Acred on planning 08/150 as he is a statutory consultee as a neighbour 

08.170) Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11 th February 2009, 
which had been circulated in advance 
The minutes circulated had been altered to show the correct surname of Cllr Liam Gale 
and to correct the grammar in one place, and it was RESOLVED that they be adopted as 
a true record of that meeting.  The Chairman signed the minutes 

 

08.171) Nomination for Co-option of a replacement m ember to fill casual 
vacancy in Nassington: 
There were no nominations. 

 

08.172) PLANNING: 
1. Planning application received in accordance with 1990 Town and Country planning 

act Planning application 08/02084/FUL, Proposal Five self contained holiday units at 
27 Northfield Lane, Nassington.: 

After some discussion, the Parish Council RESOLVED to object to the proposed 
development on a number of grounds.  The development is outside of the settlement 
boundary, the existing facilities are not sufficient because one is being lived in, the 
individual units are too large, there is no evidence of existing demand, increased 
traffic in a very congested part of the village, there is not enough parking and the 
possibility that the sewage system may not be able to cope.  The point was made 
that the Parish Council supported the development of local business and tourism but 
this proposal was not justifiable 

2. Schedule of proposed changes to Rural North, Oundle & Thrapston Plan – The 
Council decided not to comment on the consultation paper 

3. North Northamptonshire Core Strategy - The Council decided not to comment on the 
consultation paper 

 

08.173) FINANCE: 
1. RESOLVED:  That the following cheques be signed and accounts paid 

Cheque Description Payee VAT Gross 

300020 
Lighting maintenance contract & 
street light repair (Eastfield 
Crescent) 

E.on 27.21 208.62 

300021 Anglian Water Water at 
Allotments 

 32.50 

300022 Balance of allotment hedge laying Peter Riddington  430.00 

300023 Sign on playing field land gate Tagsigns CANCELLED 

300024 Emptying of dog bins 
ENCError! Bookmark not 

defined. 3 
2.36 15.84 

300025 Expenses & web services S Rodger  207.23 

  TOTAL  894.19 
 

 

2.  Receipts – None, but the clerk made the point that she is still chasing payment of the 
CiLCA4 bursary granted by NALC5 

 

3. Full accounts had been circulated in advance of the meeting which showed that 
ledger totals balancing to the bank balances 

 

08.174) OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS , NOTICES & REPORTS 
1. Chairman:  None   
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2. Clerk: None  
 

08.175) MATTERS ARISING FROM MEETING ON 13TH NOVEMBER 2008  
1. Play Ranger scheme – The clerk confirmed that 2 under7 sessions had been 

booked, 2 sessions for aged 13+ (at the playing field) and one 8-12 session.  These 
would be at the village hall and attendees would be asked to contribute to costs 

2. Sign for gate to playing field  – The new sign had been put on that day 

3. Street lighting update  – It had not been possible to speak with anyone at Eon who 
could help.  It was agreed to leave the matter in abeyance until contacted again 

4. Footpath warden – The clerk was still waiting for the new person to pass over 
contact details to enable liaison with Brain Farrow, the previous footpath warden 

 
 

08.176) POCKET PARK DOG BIN:  The Council RESOLVED to procure the installation 
of a dog bin at the pocket park at a cost of no more than £150 and to pay the emptying 
charge of approximately £50 per annum if necessary 

 
Clerk 
 
 

08.177) NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH AND COMMUNITY SAFETY MATTERS:   
1. Input from the police – The Council recorded that it is very impressed with the input 

of the Safer Community team at Oundle station and appreciative of its support 

2. School bus disturbances – This should be monitored and open dialogue with the 
school continued 

3. Youth Shelter – Agreed to wait until after Paul Wilcox and NPC2 Cllr Mark Acred 
have had chance to chat with people in the village before making any decisions 

4. Neighbourhood Watch – Agreed to arrange meeting for a couple of weeks after the 
Annual Parish Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

08.178) YOUTH CLUB : As with the youth shelter, it was agreed to discuss after Paul 
Wilcox and NPC2 Cllr Mark Acred have had chance to chat with people  

 
 

08.179) PAVILION : Cllr Mark Acred agreed to liaise with the cricket club about the way 
forward with this project 

Cllr Mark 
Acred 

08.180) STOP THE DROP – Litter picking/Fly tipping action plans :  The clerk had 
arranged this for 28th March.  It was agreed to meet at 10.30 and that the clerk should 
distribute the publicity material and procure whatever was necessary to facilitate the 
event 

 
Clerk 

08.181) POLICY & RESOURCES: The Council RESOLVED to adopt the Standing 
Orders and Financial Regulations formulated by the policy & resources committee.   

 

08.182) PARISH COUNCIL PRIORITIES: It was agreed that the Council would prioritise 
the following matters: Community safety, Community Facilities and supporting local 
commerce.  The council decided not to carry out formal consultation involving the 
community 

 

08.183) SUBSIDISED BUS SERVICE – Consultation - Route 23: The Council 
instructed the clerk to advise NCC1 that the bus service should be retained and to ask 
them to look at the bus stop on the lower part of Church Street nearest number 44 with a 
view to replacing it. 

Clerk 

08.184) CORRESPONDENCE: 
����  Local council spring conference – No interest in attending 
����  Variation to licence for Village Hall – noted 
����  Committee reports – on circulation 
����  Housing leaflets – on circulation 

08.185) NEWSLETTER: 
����  Community safety 
����  Playrangers scheme 

����  Support of the police 
����  Councillor vacancy 
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����  Young people informal consultation ����  Footpaths – closure of byways 

08.186) FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   
APRIL 8TH 2009, NASSINGTON VILLAGE HALL , 7.15PM 

����  Approval of 2008/9 accounts 
  

The meeting closed at 21.57 

Approved by Nassington Parish Council 

Signature of Chairman  
of following meeting:  Date: 8 th April 2009 

 
                                                           
1 NCC – Northamptonshire County Council 
2 NPC – Nassington Parish Council 
3 ENC – East Northamptonshire Council 
4 CiLCA – Certificate in Local Council Administration 
5 NALC – National Association of Local Councils 


