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MINUTES 

NASSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Wednesday 11 th February 2009 in Nassington village hall 

Present:   
Councillors:  Barbara Curtis (Chair), Yvonne Banke,  Paul Burgess, Andrew Codman, Guy Curtis,  

Sarah Rodger, Acting Clerk 
 
plus 3 members of the public and Mike Ford, as pros pective co-optee  
Prior to the commencement of the meeting proper, th e Chairman invited members of the public 
to speak, reminding them of the Council’s rules (in  accordance with those laid down by ENC 1) 
whereby public speaking is necessarily time limited  due the number of items to be discussed by 
the Council during the course of the session after the public inclusion part. 
One of the members of the public verbally reiterated a number of points that had previously been made 
in writing to the Council.  This highlighted concerns and fears felt by many people in the village 
concerning intimidating, unacceptable and anti-social behaviour by some of the children and teenagers 
in the village.  A number of incidents involving snowbombing and graffiti were cited and a lengthy 
discussion and exchange of views took place.  It was generally concurred that matters during the recent 
bad snow had gone well beyond high jinks into the realms of criminal behaviour because of the damage 
caused.  The other members of the public had attended about the same issues and summed up the 
overall community concerns by retelling a series of recent events to which they had been personally 
subjected.   
 
NB The police had intended being at the meeting, having been made aware of the issues and to discuss 
with interested parties.  However, during the course of the open session at the beginning had entered 
the hall to advise that they had to attend an incident.  An email was received later on in the meeting 
advising that they were unable to return as they had a prisoner to deal with. 

 ACTION / 
NOTES 

08.146) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE . 
Cllr Liam Gale apologies as he had a medical appointment and Cllr Mark Acred sent 
apologies due to family bereavement.  Both apologies were accepted unreservedly  

08.147) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
Cllrs Yvonne Banke – 08/133 planning due to the proximity of her property to a 
development site 

 

08.148) Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14 th January 2009, 
which had been circulated in advance 
RESOLVED:  That the minutes be adopted as a true record of that meeting.  The 
Chairman signed the minutes 

 

08.149) Nomination for Co-option of a replacement m ember to fill casual 
vacancy in Nassington: 
The Chairman closed the meeting in order that the Council could engage with Mr Mike 
Ford.  A brief discussion took place while Mr Ford left the room. 
Resolved:  That Mr Mike Ford be co-opted onto Nassi ngton Parish Council  
Cllr Mike Ford then joined the meeting the Chairman re-opened the meeting 

Clerk to 
advise ENC 1 
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08.150) PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED : 
NORTHAMPTON MINERAL & WASTE DISPOSAL PLAN : 

The Council considered that as this stage in the process allows for objections to the 
formal planning process rather than the issues at stake, it was unable to make comment 
or raise objections 

 

08.151) FINANCE: 
1. RESOLVED:  That the following cheques be signed and accounts paid 

Cheque Description Payee VAT Gross 
300017 Website/phone/post/stationery Sarah Rodger  4.35 238.65 

300018 Demolition of the youth shelter KA & JP Willis 73.95 564.65 

  TOTAL 17.09 803.30 
 

 

2.  Receipts – None  

3. Full accounts had been circulated in advance of the meeting and no queries raised 
 

08.152)  BANK MANDATE  
The Council RESOLVED the following points: – All cheques to have 2 signatories and 
all Councillors to be signatories to the bank account.  All Councillors not currently 
signatories to sign the bank mandate.  The clerk would advise Councillors of 
documentation required by the bank once the form was fully signed 

08.153) OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS , NOTICES & REPORTS 
1. Chairman:  The Chairman read out correspondence from Jane Norman announcing 

her resignation from the Parish Council.  The Council expressed its regret that she 
had reached this decision, thanked her for her input and tremendous support and 
instructed the Clerk to write to her.   

2. Clerk: None 
08.154) REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 
1. Pocket Park .  Cllr Yvonne Banke thanked Cllr Burgess for mending the fence and 

requested that this be done publicly via the newsletter.  The matter of a dog bins was 
discussed and the clerk asked to investigate a new dog bin 

2. Allotments .  Cllr Yvonne Banke reported that as it was approaching the end of the 
year, she was arranging an AGM for the allotment holders to meet up and elect 
representation to join the allotment committee.  Some changes were expected.  It 
was RESOLVED that the balance of the invoice for laying a hedge last year would 
not yet be paid as it was too early to tell whether everything had taken and 
RESOLVED that rents would stay at the same level and not be increased this year. 

3. Burial Board .  Cllr Yvonne Banke reported on the recent burial board committee 
meeting.  There are health and safety issues with crooked and unsteady 
headstones, so the committee is considering laying flat those unsafe ones that are 
not corrected by the families who had them erected.  The possible extension of the 
cemetery had been discussed as it is an increasingly important consideration as 
there are only about 40 plots unsold, which, without a potentially fatal epidemic of 
some description, allows for 7-10 years.  There is also the matter of trees on some of 
the potential plots, possibly decreasing the potential number. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

08.155) MATTERS ARISING FROM MEETING ON 13TH NOVEMBER 2008  
1. Youth Club  

Paul Wilcox, youth services from ENC1 will be attending the March meeting.  He had 
asked if there were any specific items, over and above possible funding sources and 
general advice, the Council would like to discuss.  It was agreed that an item be 
inserted in the village newsletter advising the facts and asking for any input. 

 

 
 



Page 09/041 

 Chairman’s Initials:    

08.156) STREET LIGHTING ON STATION ROAD:  Cllr Yvonne Banke had, along with the 
clerk, met with the representatives of BT and Telent (their contractors) to discuss the 
matter of the street lamps on telegraph poles.  It transpired at that meeting that BT does 
not own the poles as it is not permitted to take on decommissioned poles that have other 
equipment affixed (i.e. street lights).  The clerk reported that she had not been successful 
in reaching the correct person within Eon (Central Networks who now own what had 
been the old Eastern Electric who decommissioned the poles).  A further consideration is 
that the poles have been marked ‘D’ which indicates that there are deemed to be 
‘defective/decayed’ which needs to be brought to the attention of whomever owns the 
poles. 

 
 
 
 
Clerk to 
continue 
endeavours 
to discuss 
with Eon 

08.157) FOOTPATHS:  Since the departure of Brian Farrow, there had been no 
footpaths representative.  However, a villager, Barbara Wooldridge had come forward to 
volunteer.  The Council expressed its appreciation. 

 
 

08.158) NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH: Various matters concerning crime and 
unacceptable behaviour in the village were discussed, along with other issues such as 
the lack of readily available information about how to contact the police.  Self 
responsibility and deterrents (smartwater and tamper evident licence plates screws) were 
discussed along with crimestoppers and NHW2.  The clerk was asked to put some 
information in the newsletter and it was agreed that a full village meeting would be 
convened to endeavour to re-launch NHW2. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

08.159) PAVILION  

1. Update on New Build project:  NCC3 had advised that the architect who had 
previously mocked up some drawings, free of charge, was working for a new firm 
specialising in this type of project.  They had organised a meeting for 20th February.  
The only Councillor able to attend was Cllr Yvonne Banke.  The Chairman advised 
that she had discussed the project with one of the existing trustees of the Sports 
Association, Gordon Smith, who confirmed that he was very willing to be a trustee 
for the new pavilion. However, he was not able to be involved with the spearheading 
committee of the new build project.  The Council concurred that this was the way 
forward, but that there was no individual councillor able to take on the task.  
Suggestions were mooted including reach-online.co.uk and the fact that payment of 
professional fees can be paid retrospectively from grant awards which allowed for 
the employment of a project management team if one were willing to take it on.  It 
was agreed to investigate these options 

2. Heating in the pavilion – The clerk had met with the electrician who had states that 
storage heating is the answer to the heating in the pavilion.  A discussion ensued as 
to the financial viability and cost effectiveness of pursuing this option and it was 
agreed to hold the matter in abeyance until the matter of the Youth Club was more 
tangible 

 

08.160) VILLAGE OF THE YEAR:  The clerk had emailed the information about this 
competition in advance, but only shortly before the meeting as it had proved difficult to 
receive electronically from ACRE.  It was agreed that the village would not enter the 
competition this year.  However, councillors would use the form as a basis from which to 
focus on the Parish Council’s priorities for the forthcoming year and to bring ideas 
garnered to the next meeting. 

All 
Councillors 

08.161) STOP THE DROP: Councillors had received information sent by 
Northamptonshire CPRE4 concerning a local campaign for litter clearance.  It was agreed 
that the Council would take the lead in getting the village involved and the clerk was 
instructed to apply for the action pack and put the information in the newsletter and 
contact scout groups 

Clerk 

08.162) MATTERS FOR POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE: Cllr Mike Ford was 
appointed to the P&R committee.  A meeting date was set for 2nd March at the pavilion.  
Matters to be discussed would be the financial regulations and standing orders. 

 

08.163) PARISH COUNCIL PRIORITIES: This would be discussed at the following 
meeting in view of 08.143 
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08.164) PLAY RANGER SCHEME: RESOLVED to take up the offer of an under 7s and 
13+ rural programme run by CCP5 in the Easter Holidays and to pay for the hire of the 
Village Hall, but request a £1 voluntary contribution 

 

08.165) CORRESPONDENCE: 
����  Rural services network – decline invitation to join 
����  Training leaflet from Northants CALC – no councillor wanted to attend 
 

08.166) NEWSLETTER: 
����  Community safety   

08.167) FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   
MARCH 11TH 2009, NASSINGTON VILLAGE HALL , 7.15PM 

����  Unacceptable behaviour, to include the school bus 
����  Sign for the gate on road to playing field  

 

The meeting closed at 22.15 

Approved by Nassington Parish Council 

Signature of Chairman  
of following meeting:  Date: 11 th March 2009 

 
                                                           
1 ENC - East Northamptonshire Council 
2 NHW – Neighbourhood watch 
3 NCC – Nassington Cricket Club 
4 CPRE – Campaign for the protection of rural England 
5 CCP – Cultural Community Partnerships  


