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NASSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  
 

Youth Shelter 

As many of you will be aware, the Youth Shelter at the playing field has been the focus 
of much unwanted attention since it was built some two years ago.  It has been 
attacked and vandalised on dozens of occasions.  The Council, the Police, the Youth 
Services and the Young People who built it are all at a loss in understanding why this 
has happened – it was for the teenagers in the village, their own hang out place, and it 
has been wrecked.  It is almost certain that the latest wave of attacks in the last couple 
of months has been by village children and teenagers – it was for them and they’ve 
ruined it!!  

At recent meetings, the Parish Council has been discussing the Youth Shelter in some 
depth.  At the October meeting, it very reluctantly came to the conclusion that 
regretfully the shelter is going to have to be demolished and removed due to its poor 
state, because of the vandalism and abuse to which it has been subjected.   

This systematic abuse has ruined many, many hours of hard work put in by the 
youngsters who were part of the project and is a very sad illustration of wilful 
destruction and diabolical community attitude.  Many of the Young People who built the 
shelter have expressed how upset they have been to see the shelter as it is now – 
what a sad lesson for them to have to learn so young. 

Goal Posts 

The goal posts that the Parish Council bought have experienced a similar story to that 
of the Youth Shelter.  The Parish Council bought them for the young people of the 
village, by request.  The potential users were consulted as to which ones they would 
prefer and got the ones they wanted.  The goals have not been looked after properly 
and have been abused and are now virtually useless.  This matter is going to be 
discussed at the next Parish Council meeting – if you have an opinion, please email or 
write to the Council on the contact details below.   

Street lighting 

As has been mentioned in this newsletter, the Parish Council is weighing up the 
options with a view to changing to white lighting.  The Council is keen to hear from 
anyone who has any views on this matter – again, please write or email with your 
opinions 

King’s Cliffe & Area Community Sports Project 

You will hopefully be aware of this project, which is an £800million+ scheme funded by 
grants including the Big Lottery, Local & District Councils and Landfill tax.  Phase 1 is 
opening as this newsletter goes to press. It includes 2 football pitches, a fully equipped 
young people’s recreation park (including skate board, BMX, basket ball, football and 
informal recreation facilities), and a large public amenity area  If you would be 
interested in taking up the offer of a bus service to this facility and back again, say 
once or twice a week for a few hours at a time, please contact Sarah, details below or 
text to 07767 795825.  If there is enough interest, the Parish Council will pursue this 
idea further. 

Sarah Rodger. Acting clerk 
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ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN NASSINGTON  

 

There are many types of anti-social behaviour, including what is being reported by 
residents in Nassington: rowdy & nuisance behaviour; yobbish behaviour and 
intimidating groups taking over public spaces; throwing of objects (with a real possibility 
of causing criminal damage) vandalism and noisy & reckless driving of cars and 
motorbikes 

There have been incidents of rowdy and very inconsiderate goings-on over the past 
couple of months.  Lots of different users of the village hall have been incredibly 
intimidated by groups of children/young teenagers throwing things at the hall whilst 
people are inside (this has included other children).  Some older people have been 
terrified by the sudden noise of apples being thrown at their windows with some force 
and games of door knock/run-away.  Many ‘ordinary’ people are worried about being 
out in the evening with this ‘gang’ of children intimidating others. This obnoxious 
behaviour will not be allowed to continue – the community will not put up with it. 

The Police know who these children are and so do many of the residents.  At the 
moment, all but a handful of the children involved are from the village.  DO YOU 
KNOW WHAT YOUR CHILD IS UP TO? Your children are your responsibility – you 
are accountable for their behaviour.  The Police will be visiting the homes of persistent 
offenders.  The Police & Community Safety teams will be working with other 
community agencies to stamp out anti-social behaviour. (This includes social housing 
agents – EMHA & Spire Homes have a clause whereby anti-social behaviour 
contravenes your tenancy agreement – think about it….. might you be at risk of losing 
your home?  Do you really want to put it to the test?) 

There are a number of ways that you can help raise awareness about any concerns 
you have. Report specific incidences or issues you have – there is no way of us 
knowing what is going on in your village otherwise.  Phone 08453 700700 to speak to 
the Safer Community team at Oundle Police Station or 01832 742204 for East 
Northants Council, Or you can email:  SCTEastNorthantsNorth@northants.police.uk  or 
communitysafety@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk –  If you are perfectly happy with how 
things are, no need for these details, but if you have any concerns whatsoever, use 
them. 

If you are really concerned about what’s going on, get involved – make your voice 
heard.  Join the Community Panel which meets to decide what the priorities should be 
for the area safety team and directs the Police and Community teams accordingly. This 
is a panel of everyday people who simply care about what happens in their patch, not a 
bunch of vigilantes or the Stasi! Contact details as above for more info 

If you want to find out more about anti-social behaviour, its causes and effects and how 
you can get involved please look at www.respect.gov.uk.  There is some helpful advice 
on there for parents who want to stop their children’s behaviour – is it your 
responsibility to control your child and put a stop to this intolerable state of affairs and 
help is there if you need it. 
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Could you be a host to Mary and Joseph for the nigh t? 
 
What is Posada? Posada is a Spanish word meaning ‘inn’. Posada 
celebrations originated in Mexico where two young people were chosen to 
dress up as Mary and Joseph. They would travel from house to house in their 
village telling people about the imminent arrival of Jesus and asking them if 
they would give Him a room. On Christmas Eve they would re-enact a 
community play and bring figures of Mary and Joseph to be placed around a 
crib. 
Our own Posada is the modern day equivalent based on this concept, but 
encourages people to give a home to the nativity figures of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph for a night. This symbolises making room for Jesus in our lives, homes 
and communities.  
Each night from the fourth Sunday before Christmas the travelling crib moves 
around our parish, arriving in Nassington Church in time to celebrate the birth 
of Jesus at the Christmas Eve Crib service. 
 
To get involved ……. 
 
All you need to do is add your name to the Journey Rota for a night that will 
suit you to ‘host’ Mary, Joseph and the crib.  
The Crib will arrive on your chosen night for you to enjoy. 
The next day you need to take the travelling crib to the next host on the 
journey rota. It’s as simple as that. 
 
Is this for adults or children? 
 
Definitely BOTH!!  
Our purpose for organising the Posada is to encourage everyone to stop for a 
moment to think about the first Christmas and the birth of Jesus and what this 
means to us. 
To host the travelling crib for a night please contact Philippa Joyce by email 
posada@nassington.org.uk 
or telephone 782773 before November 28th  
Further details are on the Nassington website www.nassington.org.uk 
 
We hope you will enjoy taking part. 
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   NASSINGTON CHURCH 
 
 
New Church Service Times. 
Our new service pattern has now started. ALL Nassington Church services will 
begin at 10am unless otherwise stated. 
SERVICES. 
1st Sunday of the month  - Short Family service led by Church members. 
2nd Sunday of the month  - Sung Holy Communion led by Bishop John. 
3rd Sunday of the month - Said Prayer book Communion led by Bishop John. 
4th Sunday of the month - Sung Holy Communion led by Rev.Peter Konig. 
Benefice Evensong 
Will be on the 1st Sunday of the month, at 6pm, moving around the 4 parishes 
of the Benefice. 
2nd November Nassington 
4th January Woodnewton 
1st February Nassington 
1st March Apethorpe 
5th April Yarwell. 
Bishop John will lead these services. 
Benefice Eucharist 
Will be on any 5th Sundays, and on other occasions, again moving around the 
Benefice. 
30th November Advent Sunday 10am at Yarwell including Christingle and The 
Posada. 
7th December Confirmation Service 11am at Apethorpe. 
28th December Sunday after Christmas 10am at Nassington 
29th March 2009 10.00am at Woodnewton.. 
Bishop John hopes to lead all of these services. 
Advent Sunday 
At Yarwell at 10am, will include the distribution of the Christingles, and will 
start the journey of the Posada. More details about the Posada are elsewhere 
in Church news. 
Forthcoming Dates for Your Diary .  
Saturday 6th December………..Christmas coffee morning. 
Sunday 7th December…………Confirmation service at Apethorpe. 
Friday 19th December…………6pm service of lessons and Carols. 
Sunday 21st December………..3pm Carol concert given by Yarwell and 
Nassington Band 
Wednesday 24th December…...4pm Crib service. 
Thursday 25th December……..10am Holy Communion with carols. 
PLEASE NOTE Midnight Mass on Wednesday 24th December is at 
Woodnewton at 11.30pm, not at Nassington as previously published. 
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Family Service.   
This will be at Nassington at 10am on Sunday 2nd November, where our 
younger members of the congregation show us their skills at bell ringing, 
reading, playing musical instruments, and leading us in our prayers. Please 
join us and stay for coffee and refreshments afterwards. 
It is hoped that we will soon have a crèche at Nassington for our younger 
children, more details coming soon, also check our Sunday Link sheets. 
New Church Chair Appeal . 
There are two types of new chair samples now in Church for everyone to look 
at and try for comfort. The chairs will cost £70 each, which includes a personal 
plaque. If you would like to purchase one in memory of a loved one, or to mark 
a special occasion in your life, please send donations to Bishop John or David 
Laking clearing marking the envelope Church Chair appeal. If we can order 25 
chairs on our first order, we will be able to get a discount. For more 
information you can contact Bishop John on 782271 or David on 782025. 
Open Gardens 2009 .  
Yes it is time again to start planning your garden for next year. We hope to 
hold this on the weekend of 4/5th July, please check date next month. If you 
would like to open your garden again, or if you would like to be included for the 
first time, please watch out for more details coming soon. In 2007 the 
magnificent sum of £5,000 was raised. 
Christmas Coffee Morning. 
 This is in the Church on Saturday 6th December at 10.30am.All the usual 
stalls and more for you to buy your Christmas presents without the hassle of 
Peterborough shops! Meet old friends and new while sitting chatting and 
catching up on news over coffee and mince pies. 
Fellowship Meeting .  
This will be on Tuesday 25th November at 7pm when Bishop John will give his 
personal view on the Vatican. The venue for this has not yet been finalised, so 
please check the Link sheet for further information. 
Prebendal Manor . 
 Congratulations to Jane Baile for winning a major award for the Nassington 
exhibition put on in the Tythe Barn. Jane came ahead of 40 other exhibition 
contenders to win this. If you attended the exhibition over the summer, I am 
sure you realise just how much work Jane put into this, and how very 
interesting it was. Well done, Jane and team. 
Super Ser Gas Heater . 
 This is surplus to Church requirements, if anyone is interested in donating 
£20 to Church funds, they are very welcome to have the heater. Please ring 
Philippa on 782773 if interested.    
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FRIENDS OF NASSINGTON SCHOOL  NEWS  

It’s been a busy start to the fundraising school year.  We’re collecting old 
mobile phones and we’ve taken orders for plants, chocolate and also from the 
Webb Ivory Christmas catalogue.   All these help us to raise funds to help the 
school.  On October 10th we had our annual Harvest Lunch in school, when 
parents joined the children for soup, bread, cake and apple crumble.  October 
19th saw our sponsored walk from Stibbington to Ferry Meadows.  

On Tuesday 11 th  November  there will be a collection by ‘Bag2School’, who 
will take away any unwanted clothing, bags, soft toys, bedding, curtains, 
shoes, belts and handbags – all for reuse, so must be in reasonable condition.  
So, if you are having a sort out, please consider leaving any bags of the above 
items at the front of the school on that morning, before 10.45am.  (Please 
do not leave anything at school before that day).  The school will be paid 
based on the weight of all bags collected, so if you can help by donating your 
unwanted things in this way it will be much appreciated.  

Saturday 29 th November is our Christmas Fayre .  There will be the usual 
cake and produce stall, jam-jar tombola, a children’s craft table.  We also hope 
to have many craft and gift stalls for lots of present ideas.  The children will be 
producing their own tea-towels to sell.  There will be mince pies and mulled 
wine on offer and, of course, no Christmas Fayre would be complete without a 
visit from Father Christmas.  I do hope you will be able to come along and 
support this event.   It is a lovely way to start getting into the Christmas spirit! 
Thank you and in the new year I will let you know what your support has 
meant in terms of how the school have been able to use the money raised. 
Sue Rickwood, for FONS 

Royal British Legion 

 
 

Coffee Morning at Fotheringhay Village Hall 
 

Saturday 8th November 
 

10:00am – 12noon 
 

In aid of the Royal British Legion 
 

Nassington & Fotheringhay Section 
 



 7 

BYGONES REVIVED 
 

It seems like only yesterday since I first included “Bygones” in the newsletter, 
but after looking back through my old files I was surprised to discover that its 
seven years ago – doesn’t time fly? 
I thought, like myself the older members of the village might like to take a 
second look at some of the pictures and also to pass on a little of the history to 
all the newcomers.  
If anyone would like a black and white copy of the picture, please let me know. 
Editor. 
 

Nassington Ladies Choir 
1935 – Oundle Music Festival Winners of the Cup & B anner 

 
BACK ROW left to right:-   Ella Rowles, Joan Crowson (Mrs Jakins), Kathleen 
Black (Mrs Bellairs), Mrs Clay (Yarwell, Iris Wetherall (Mrs Lock – Yarwell), 
Vera Brown (Mrs White), Marjorie Fenn (Mrs Skinner), Peggy Ball (Mrs 
Pridmore). 
CENTRE ROW:-  Miss Black (Woodnewton School teacher), Mrs Mould, Mrs 
Fostrer, Mrs Black (neé Beale), Connie Black (Mrs Moisey), Joan Black (Mrs 
Sharman), Mrs Smith (wife of Nassington schoolmaster), Mrs Veasey, Winnie 
Jackson (Mrs Strangward). 
FRONT ROW:-  Mollie Rowles (Mrs Lock), Edie Hull (Mrs Crane), Mrs Thorpe, 
Mr Rowles, May Collins (Mrs Clay), Miss Jones (Yarwell head), Cynthis 
Watson (Mrs Sparrow). 

cont …….. 
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Mrs Dulcie Baxter, nee Goldstone, has sent 
a photograph of her mother going to work on 
the land.  
She is photographed standing outside the 
house where she lived in “The Jitty” which is 
long since gone.   
Dulcie says she had to look after her dad as 
he was disabled in the 1914-18 War and 
could not do any work but they were all 
happy. 
 
Many thanks to Mrs Baxter – a new item to 
add to our “Bygones” collection. 
 

 
The Wandering Minstrels 

 

Are in concert on Saturday 29th November 
 

7:30pm at Nassington Church 
 

Doors open at 6:45pm for drinks 
 

Tickets £10 from: -  
 

Nassington Stores, Una Roe, Madeline Stewart 01780 782155 
 

In Aid of Spinal Research  
 
 

The Wandering Minstrels are a local group of Gilbert & Sullivan singers 
who are very professional and great fun. 
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“Love her or loathe her, Kate Moss is one of the most influential women of our 
age” said my newspaper. That made me think. I know she is a model but 
never realised she was on a par with Mother Theresa, Mrs Thatcher, Sarah 
Palin and Angela Merkel among other women (love them or loathe them) who 
are doing something useful, or once did. Miss Moss spends her time looking 
not very well on the catwalks, wearing a face telling any husband coming 
home after a day’s work that it’s the spare room tonight for you, sunshine. She 
also gets all over newspapers on account of her lifestyle. Is this why she is 
influential? 
 
Then, having thought even deeper, I looked through this morning’s newspaper 
at photographs of celebrities who have apparently done something to earn 
themselves a picture. I could identify (sometimes vaguely) Austin Healy, John 
Sergeant, Jodie Kidd, Bruce Forsyth and Len Goodman, but  Phil Daniels, 
Gary Rhodes, Rachel Stevens, Bruno Tonioli, Andrew Castle, Tom Chambers, 
Lisa Snowdon Cherie Lunghi and so on leave me grasping for something to 
anchor me in the present.  Is it me? What am I missing? 
 
Years ago Brian Mawhinney, then MP for Peterborough and a government 
minister involved in sorting out the mess in Northern Ireland, asked what I 
thought about banning all publicity for the terrorists’ activities. If nobody knew 
what they were doing, they might not do it he said, naively hopeful. Not on, I 
said. You can usually trust a journalist, but you can’t stop MPs, civil servants 
and axe-grinding malcontents from spilling the beans in their own interests. 
There are so many deliberate leaks from Government that the entire army of 
Polish plumbers assembled in Whitehall would be powerless to plug them. 
Whatever happens is sure to get out. 
 
But this conversation has stuck with me over the years, so that I sometimes 
wonder if we would be any worse off if we had never heard of Kate Moss and 
everybody else who doesn’t do anything useful. More importantly, would the 
money crisis we are in now have developed as it has if  the incompetence of 
our financial experts had been reported in less doom-laden terms? 

OLD CODGER 
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NEWS FROM THE NASSINGTON SCHOOL GOVERNORS 
 
We all enjoyed a lovely bracing walk in the autumn sunshine this morning. 
This was the FONS annual sponsored walk from Stibbington NVR railway to 
Ferry Meadows. Everyone walked at their own pace, taking time to enjoy 
spending some time with people we only seem to catch up with amidst the 
hubbub of the school gate. The children did really well, completing the walk 
with plenty of time to spare before the departure of the diesel train, which took 
us all back to Stibbington for a pound! This is a really lovely tradition and our 
thanks go to Sue Rickwood and FONS for ensuring it went ahead so 
successfully. 
Harvest lunch took place last week, (what a busy team FONS are!). This also 
was a lovely occasion, with pupils sharing lunch in the hall with their families 
and friends. 
We are very happy to confirm that Mrs Allen has agreed to continue in the role 
of Acting Head for the rest of the academic year. This is very important for the 
school at this time of change and we are grateful to her for her commitment. 
Kate Wyer-Roberts, on behalf of the Board of Govern ors 
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November at church is the month we remember those who have gone before 
us.    This is especially true on REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, 9th November.    
On that day we shall be having the Remembrance Service at 10.00am in 
church, finishing with the Act of Remembrance and Two Minutes Silence at 
11.00am.     Everyone is welcome to this important national observance. 
  
There is now a service every Sunday morning at 10.00am in Nassington 
Church.   The form of service varies from week to week, and details of this can 
be found on the Notice Board in the church porch. 
It goes without saying that all are welcome on any Sunday at 10.00am. 
  
Also we are looking forward to the Confirmation Service which is happening 
on Sunday 7th December at 11.00am at Apethorpe Church.    There are 
several candidates from Nassington.   There is still time for others to join 
us, so anyone interested should contact me on 01780 782271. 
  
Julia and I are so grateful for all the friendship shown to us by everyone since 
we moved to Nassington.  We are particularly grateful for all the support we 
received during the celebrations which marked our Ruby Wedding at the 
beginning of October. 
  
With good wishes to you all 
+JOHN FLACK
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NASSINGTON SCHOOL NEWS  

 
We have started the new academic year with a few changes. Many of you will 
have noticed the new mobile classroom being craned over the wall into the 
garden over the summer holiday. This caused great excitement and has been 
brought about by the increase in pupil numbers recently. 
 We now have four classes instead of three and consequently have employed 
new members of staff. Miss Darnell and Miss Simms are a welcome addition 
to our team and are still smiling at the end of their first term! We have also 
welcomed 16 new children to the Reception class and 3 children of families 
new to the village. 
We are always proud of the achievements of our children and we would like to 
say a special “well done” to the year 3 and 4 children who took part in the 
cross country events at Prince William School and Corby. As a team our 
children encouraged and supported each other and produced excellent results 
– several medals and all children finishing in high positions. 
Last week we shared Harvest Lunch with families and pupils – a Nassington 
School tradition that continues thanks to the help of Friends of Nassington 
School. The hall was beautifully decorated with floral arrangements made by 
the children of the gardening club. They also picked apples from the school 
grounds which were made into apple crumbles by the parents who run 
gardening club. 
As a school we feel it is important to be part of the community and would like 
the community to share in the life of the school. We are always grateful when 
people are able to share experiences, skills or time with us. If you would like to 
visit to see what we do or to offer help then please drop in – you will receive a 
warm welcome. 
Loraine Allen 
Acting Head teacher 
 

WASTE BOX COLLECTION 2008  
 

Monday 3 rd November  Red Box 
Monday 10 th November Green & Blue Box 

 Monday 17 th November Red Box    
 Monday 24 th November Green Box  

Green Box = Recyclables 
Red Box     = Newspapers and Magazines 
Blue Box    = Bottles and Jars 
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NASSINGTON NEWSLETTER 
 

Letters to the Editor 
Dear editor, if people are looking for apples to eat rather than to bombard the 
village hall, there will still be plenty in our orchard early in November. 
Telephone: - 782440 before coming please. 
Susan Little. 
 
15 October 2008 
Joyce, Jacqueline and Glyn would like to express their sincere thanks for all 
the cards and letters of sympathy they received after the sad loss of Ray. We 
would also like to thank Bishop John for the lovely service, and also those of 
you who attended the church and gave donations for the Sue Ryder Care 
Home at Thorpe Hall in memory of Ray. We'll miss him dearly and know he 
wuld have appreciated the drinks afterwards at the Black Horse. Joyce is 
especially grateful for the support and kindness shown to her from her friends 
and neighbours in what has been a difficult time. 

Jackie Harkness. 
 

Please remember to let me have all items for publication 
in the newsletter on or before the 20th of the month.  Any 
copy received after this date will not be included but can be held 
over to the following month if advised. 

 
Nassington and Yarwell Garden Society 

 
 

The Annual General meeting of the Nassington and 
Yarwell Garden Society will take place at 8.00 pm in the 
Village Hall at Yarwell on November 27th 2008. 
 
All welcome and anyone interested in joining the 
committee please let me or a committee member know. 
     

Peter Riddington 
Chairman 



 13

Editor. 
 

Nassington Ladies Group  

Wednesday 19 th November 2008 
 
 

“Ghost Walk” 
 

In Peterborough 
 

Contact Josephine Cooper – 01780 782971 
 

Irene Hall – 01780 783509 

1st Nassington & Kings Cliffe Scout Group 

Quiz & Supper Evening 

 

Saturday 15th November in Woodnewton Village Hall 
 

£6 per person (or £40 per table of 8) including hot supper 
(Bring your own drink and glasses) 

 

7pm for 7:30 start 
 

Groups smaller than eight, couples or individuals happily 
accommodated. 

  To book your place phone Ian on 01780 782864 



 14

 Bishop John Flack , telephone 01780 782271, Priest-in-charge of the 
Benefice of Nassington, Yarwell, Woodnewton and Apethorpe. 
Pastoral Assistant  Jo Booth 01780 783060.  Churchwarden  Alan 
Rodger 01780 782736  
 

CHURCH SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 2008 
 
2nd November  

9.45am    Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
10.00am  Family Service      at Nassington 
10.30am  Holy Communion  at Yarwell 
11.00am  Holy Communion  at Apethorpe 
6.00pm   Benefice Evensong at Nassington 
 

9th November 
9.45am  Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
10.00am  Remembrance Service at Nassington 
10.30am Remembrance Service  at Yarwell  
11.00am   Holy Communion  at Apethorpe 

 

16th November  
  9.45am  Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
  10.00am   Holy Communion  at Nassington 
  11.00am  Holy Communion  at Apethorpe 
  3.00pm    Methodist Service  at Yarwell 
   

23rd November  
 9.45am    Family Service  at Woodnewton 

10.00am  Holy Communion    at Nassington 
10.30am   Holy Communion  at Yarwell 

 11.00am  Holy Communion   at Apethorpe 
 
30th November Advent Sunday  

10.00am  Benefice Christingle Service at Yarwell 
  With Holy Communion 

 6.00pm  Dearnery Evensong   at Aldwinkle 
 
 

Nassington Church Flower Rota 
November 2nd  Mrs J Wilson 
November 9th  Mrs J Mee 
November 16th  Mrs J Mee 
November 23rd  Mrs J Acred 
November 30th  Mrs J Acred 
December 7th, 14th, 21st 28th  Band, Carol, Christmas 


