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MINUTES 

NASSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Wednesday 9 th July 2008 in Nassington village hall 

Present:  Councillors:  Barbara Curtis (Chair), Yvo nne Banke, Paul Burgess, Andrew Codman 
Brian Farrow, Liam Gale & Jane Norman  

Sarah Rodger, Acting Clerk 

plus 1 member of the public, Kate Wyer-Roberts, rep resenting the board of Nassington School 
Governors and PCSO Tim Butter. 
 
Before the Parish Council meeting started, the Chairman invited Mrs Wyer-Roberts to take the floor to 
raise any points and address queries arising relating to the planning application that would later be 
discussed under items 08.050/1.  Council members were thus able to have clarified a number of points 
regarding the building, use and siting of the proposed extension and the mobile classroom that would be 
in situ by the time construction work on the new building would take place. 
 
PCSO Tim Butter was invited to address the council in advance of the meeting.  He reported: 
�  ASB in Nassington was no longer on the community liaison’s list of top 3 priorities, but speeding in 
Woodnewton was, with a suggestion of a link between the 2 issues. 
�  He personally concurred with the views put forward by the Council previously about speeding, 
especially on Station Road, and would try to pursue this matter. 
�  Rural crimes highlighted were theft from allotments and theft of domestic oil as well as petrol. 

New padlocks and security locks can suggest to thieves that a new piece of equipment is being kept 
safe so a trick is to use old locks to secure new purchases 

08.047) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE .  
None 

ACTION / 
NOTES 

08.048) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

Cllr Liam Gale declared a personal but not prejudicial interest in item 08.050/1 & 08.055 

Cllr Brian Farrow declared a personal but not prejudicial interest in item 08. 050/1 

Cllr Jane Norman declared a personal but not prejudicial interest in item 08.050/1 & 08.055 

Cllr Yvonne Banke declared a personal but not prejudicial interest in item 08.056 

Cllr Paul Burgess declared a personal interest in item 08.055/2 

 

08.049) Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th June 2008 
RESOLVED:  That the minutes be adopted as a true re cord of that meeting.  The 
chairman signed and initialled the minutes 

 

08.050) TO CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED : 
1. TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING GENERAL REGULATIONS 1992, 
REGULATION 3 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT: Construction of a nursery unit at 
Nassington County Primary School, Church Street, Nassington,  

Cllr Jane Norman declared a personal interest as she is the school liaison member of the 
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Parish Council 

Cllr Brian Farrow declared a personal interest as his wife is a school governor 

Cllr Liam Gale declared a personal interest as his son attends the school 

In all of  these cases, under section 10 of the 2007 Code of Conduct Act1, the interests 
were NOT prejudicial and the councillors took full part in proceedings. 

Councillors had looked at the plans online on the NCC website in advance of the meeting 
and had the plans to hand as the school had provided them to the meeting.  A short 
discussion ensued. 

RESOLVED:  That the Council reply without objection  but making the comment that 
if the mobile that will be installed on site as an interim measure were to remain after 
construction of the proposed nursery unit, space in  the playground area could 
possibly be compromised.  

2. TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990.  EN/08/00996. Proposal: Dormer roof 
extension to replace existing conservatory, new side windows and associated works at 65 
Church Street, Nassington  
Cllr Paul Burgess declared a personal interest as he had received notification as a 
statutory consultee as owner of a neighbouring property.  He took no part in the 
discussion but remained in the meeting. 

RESOLVED:  That the Council reply without objection  but making the point that the 
proposed dormer windows raise the roof line to make  it out of keeping with 
neighbouring properties and altering the street sce ne 

3.          HIGHWAYS ACT 1980.  Proposal: 4 new street lights between the 30mph sign 
on Woodnewton Road and the western boundary of the Homefield Development site on 
Woodnewton Road 
After some discussion, the following points were clarified: 

�  The Council understands that it will be responsible for the maintenance, insurance and 
energy costs of these street lights once the development is completed and that in the 
meantime the developers will be responsible for all insurance and running costs. 

�    The conditions under which the Council agrees to this are that the street lights are as 
per the style of the ones CURRENTLY on the site and as per the photographs emailed on 
7th July, they are a maximum of 5metres tall and have 36w PL white lamps and in the 
positions outlined in the plan sent to the Council.   

�  The Council is not able to agree taking on responsibility for Victorian style cast lights 
along the frontage. 

RESOLVED:  That the Council agrees to the installat ion of 4 'standard style' street 
lamps along the frontage of the Stamford Homes deve lopment on Woodnewton 
Road in Nassington.   

4.     TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990. EN/08/01149/FUL. Proposal: 2 storey 
side extension at 2 Eastfield Crescent Nassington 
RESOLVED:  That the Council OBJECTS to the proposal  on the following grounds: 

�  Possible  precedence  �  Visual impact from a public right of way. 

�  The extension would change the 
street scene  

�  2 self contained homes could effectively be 
created   

5.   TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990. EN/08/0969/FUL. Proposal: Fifteen 
residential units comprising of 8 two storey and 7 two and half storey residential dwellings 
at OP002 TL0696 Woodnewton Rd Nassington 

RESOLVED:  That the Council would make no comment 
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08.051) FINANCE: 
1. RESOLVED:  That the following cheques be signed and  accounts paid  

Cheque Description Payee VAT(incl)  Gross £ 
100666 Grass Cutting Mar/Apr/May/June Mr W White  515.00 

100667 Sports Association Annual Grant Nassington Sports 
Association  500.00 

100668 Quarterly Street light maintenance ABB ltd 27.64 185.58 
100669 Office Expenses Sarah Rodger 20.32 294.91 
100669 Website services Sarah Rodger  200.00 
 Total   47.96 1695.49 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.   The following receipts were noted: 

 June 08 Interest 124.96 
 Total   £124.96  

 

3. The following financial information was noted: 

 
Bank statements at 31st May 2008: 
Current (community) account 467.83 

BMM2 142 (Money Master #2) 16,079.56 

BMM2 134 (Money Master #1) 3,009.23 

BMM2 204 ('playground a/c') 1,984.65 

Total cash 21,541.27 
  
Plus uncleared receipts  

Less uncleared payts & chqs          1,855.49  

  

Available funds:       £ 19,685.78  

 

08.052) REVIEW OF MATTERS ARISING FROM MEETING ON 11TH JUNE 2008 NOT DEALT WITH 

UNDER ANY OTHER AGENDA ITEM : 
1. Fenland Leisure has been instructed to go ahead with the works at the Under5’s play 

area and the zip slide.  Work will have hopefully commenced by the time this meeting 
takes place. (for information only) 

2. The clerk closed off the slide using plastic sheeting and affixed 4 ‘do not use’ signs to 
it at 3pm one Thursday afternoon, but by the following day this had all been 
removed.   

RESOLVED:  That the Council approves the expenditur e of a maximum of £30 to 
repair the sharp piece of metal at the bottom of th e slide.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk to 
instruct 
repairer 

08.053) THE CLERK ’S REPORT ON ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS  
The clerk’s report was noted and forms appendix 1 to these minutes. 

RESOLVED:  That the Council approve i) the clerk’s holiday (and suggested actual 
details not put on agenda or minutes for security) and ii)a limit of £100 expenditure 
on computer screen.  And iii) The response to the i nsurers reference the claim for 
the youth shelter should be that the Council was ad vised that vandalism would not 
be covered and it has taken so long due to a misund erstanding on the part of 
Council employee. 

 

 

08.054) NOMINATION FOR CO-OPTION OF A REPLACEMENT MEMBER TO FILL CASUAL 
VACANCY IN NASSINGTON 
No responses had been received 

 
 
 
 

BUDGET Incl 
reserves 

Excl 
reserves 

   

Budgeted 
expenditure 
(Incl 
reserves) 

       
25,680.00  

      
11,680.00  

 
Actual Exp 
to date: 

    
5,838.89 

 
5,838.89  

 
Balance 

 
19,841.11 

    
5,841.11 
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08.055) CONSIDER NEXT STEPS IN THE PROCESS OF REPLACEMENT SPORTS PAVILION  
Cllr Jane Norman declared a personal interest as her husband is secretary of the Cricket 
Club.   

Cllr Liam Gale declared a personal interest as his wife is on the preschool committee 
In both these cases, under section 10 of the 2007 Code of Conduct Act1, the interests 
were NOT prejudicial and the councillors took full part in proceedings. 

Since the previous meeting, it had been reported that the questionnaires delivered to one 
councillor’s home by members of the public had subsequently been delivered to the 
village shop and that there were a number of other replies there too.  Cllr Jane Norman 
suggested that perhaps the replies were still there, despite the change of ownership and 
the fact that the previous owners had not mentioned it to any member of the Council.  She 
volunteered to investigate.   

A discussion regarding the ongoing project took place and Cllr Yvonne Banke agreed to 
attend the next meeting along with the clerk and the Sports Association committee 
representatives from the Parish Council.  Cllr Liam Gale gave his apologies as he would 
not be able to attend that meeting on 11th July.  

RESOLVED:   

1. That the Parish Council would help drive forward th e project to encompass 
the majority view of the respondents to the questio nnaire, i.e. a large general 
purpose hall with additional facilties.. 
AND 
2. Cllr Jane Norman to investigate retrieval of the qu estionnaire replies mislaid 
in the shop and let the clerk have same if discover ed 
AND 
3. Clerk to confirm meeting on 11 thJuly to the Cricket Club representatives of 
the Sports Association.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr JN 
 
 

Clerk 

08.056) INSURANCE MATTERS: 
1. The latest version of the asset register had been circulated in advance for interest. 
(Included in the Councillor’s report and forms appendix ii to these minutes) Once this is 
complete, it should be compared with the current insurance documents (for interest only 
at this stage) 
2. The garden show and wedding reception at the playing field insurance risks 
required assessment. 
3. The Council has a duty to maintain and preserve all its assets and a duty of care 
to ensure that all risks are assessed on merit of probability.  It must decide on a risk 
assessment policy.  The Councillor’s report gives details of recommended approach.  
(appendix ii) 
RESOLVED:   

1. With reference to the wedding reception agreed to b y the Garden Show and 
the Cricket Club, there should be no glass, confett i is acceptable, the bar hours 
and entertainment hours need to be established with  the Cricket Club, they should 
establish their own first aid requirements and must  tidy up after the wedding 

AND 
2. Cllr Yvonne Banke agreed to inspect the area before  the wedding to ensure 
safe for use and then again afterwards to ensure th ere were no potential hazards 

AND 
3. Cllr Liam Gale agreed to be nominated as the intern al risk assessor to 
nominate insurance matters  for the playground area 

AND 
4. Time prevented discussions regarding the establishm ent of a ‘Policy & 
Resources’ committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 

Cllr YB 
 
 
 

Cllr LG 
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of Interest** 



Page 08/019 
 

 Chairman’s Initials:    

08.057) REQUEST FOR FUEL SURCHARGE ON GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT  
Mr White had written to the Council requesting a £50 fuel surcharge on his current 
contract.  The clerk had been asked to look into the current contract and advise whether 
this was legally acceptable.  There is nothing in documents held to suggest that a 
surcharge is not legally acceptable.  The Clerk was instructed to write to Mr White stating 
only that the Council understands the pressure he is under but that it is not able to agree 
to his request. 

RESOLVED:  That the Council decline this request. 

 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

08.058) CRICKET CLUB REPORT THAT GANG MOWERS ARE SHOWING SIGNS OF AGE AND 
WEAR 
An approach had been made by the Cricket Club to advise that the gang mowers used to 
cut the field are showing signs of wear and nearing the end of their useful life.  No specific 
amount had been requested, but figures of £3,000 for repair and £3,000 for replacement 
had been received via separate communications from different parties.  The clerk was 
instructed to contact the Cricket Club and ask for full details of the sums involved and an 
official approach and this would be discussed at the next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 

08.059) OPEN SPACE STRATEGY INFORMATION REQUEST  
ENC is consulting on Open Space within the district and is asking for assistance in 
updating their records.  Full details in the Councillor’s report. (appendix ii).  Cllr Paul 
Burgess provided the meeting with the map contained in the consultation documents 
annotated with a number of additional ‘important open space’ green areas in the village.  
Clerk to feedback to ENC 

 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

08.060) ADOPTION OF COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE. 
Each Local Council must have a published guide detailing how it will deal with complaints.  
A proposal for Nassington (taken from a model guide) had been circulated.  It was agreed 
that this would be held over to the following meeting 

 

08.061) REQUEST FOR UPGRADED WEB SITE PACKAGE  
Mrs Rodger had requested an upgrade to the website package, which was due for 
payment in any case, to help minimised time expended on the website, at an additional 
cost of £25.52 (to £55.32) 

RESOLVED:  That the Council decline this request.  

 

08.062) CORRESPONDENCE 

As per appendix iii attached 

 

08.063) NEWSLETTER 

Suggested items:  The matter of new shed locks mentioned by the police and that the 
police are aware of the problem with speeding in the village 

Clerk 

08.064) FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   
SEPTEMBER 10TH

 ‘08, NASSINGTON VILLAGE HALL , 7.15PM 
Requested items:  Complaints procedures, Pocket Park, Allotments 

 

The meeting closed at 22.15 
 

  
Approved by Nassington Parish Council 
 

Signature of Chairman  
of meeting:  Date: 10 th September 2008 
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