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MINUTES 

NASSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Wednesday 10 TH December 2008 in Nassington village hall 

Present:   
Councillors:  Barbara Curtis (Chair), Mark Acred, Y vonne Banke, Paul Burgess, Andrew Codman 
Guy Curtis, Brian Farrow, & Jane Norman  

Sarah Rodger, Acting Clerk 
 
There were no members of the public or police repre sentation 
Cllr Andrew Codman raised the issue of the length of time that it took the emergency services (fire 
brigade) to arrive at a fire in Fenn Close in December.  He said that he phoned 999 and it was more 
than 35 minutes before they arrived. Clerk to follow up  

08.114) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE . 
Cllr Liam Gale 

ACTION / 
NOTES 

08.115) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
Cllr Andrew Codman agenda item 08.117/2 planning as he knows the architect. 
Cllr Yvonne Banke declared an interest in 08.123 matters arising as her land detailed in her 
register of member’s interests backs on to one of the sites put forward for waste management 
site 

 

08.116) Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8 th October 2008 
RESOLVED:  That the minutes be adopted as a true record of that meeting, with the 
correction of spelling mistake on page 3, item 08/104 

 

08.117) PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED : 
1. EN/08/01708/FUL. Proposal: Proposal: Alterations to existing flat roof annex to 

form a double garage with ridged roof at 6 Station Road, Nassington – 
AMENDMENT 

The Council agreed that there were no further comments to add to its previous comments on 
this planning application  

2. EN/08/012065/FUL. Proposal: 6 Station Road, Nassington – Reserved matters: 
Erection of two new dwellings with double garages and associated works 
(Pursuant to planning permission 07/00151/OUT) 

The Council RESOLVED to object to the proposed development on the following grounds: 

�  There are reserves that the 2 buildings are too big for the plot and it would be too cramped 
– the Council suggests 2 smaller homes or one large one 

�  5 bedroom executive types homes are out of keeping with the setting 

�  The back development of this size on Greenfield land would be setting a precedent 
and the Council is mindful that this can be used to allow appeals (as is the case with 
the outline planning for this plot which was allowed because of the misunderstanding 
by the appeal official over other back development on Station Road which was on 
existing building footprints, not on green land) 

�  The view from the approaches by foot, road and river will be impacted by this 
development and even more so if the large cramped buildings are given permission 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk to 
advise ENC1 

 

08.118) FINANCE: 
1. RESOLVED:  That the following cheques be signed and accounts paid 

Cheque Description Payee VAT Gross 
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300012 Electricity quarterly maintenance  E.on Energy  23.69 181.63 

300013 Nassington Village Hall Village hall hire   78.00 

300014 Website/phone/post/petrol  Sarah Rodger  5.62 257.39 

  TOTAL 25.44  535.04 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.   Receipts – interest £98.95 
 

3. The following financial information was noted: 

Bank statements at 6th December 2008: 
Current (community) account 480.74 
BMM 142 (Money Master #2) 101.82 

BMM 134 (Money Master #1) 20,398.85 
BMM 204 ('playground a/c') 12.73 
Plus uncleared receipts - 
Less uncleared payts & chqs(incl 
those above) 415.04 

Available funds: 20,579.10 

 

BUDGET  Incl 
reserves  

Excl 
reserves 

Budgeted expenditure  25,680.00   11,680.00  

Exp to date: 12,362.75 12,262.70 

Balance 13,317.25  -582.75 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

08.119) BUDGET 
The budget could not be finalised because the Clerk’s salary has not been agreed by the 
scrutiny committee.  It was agreed to carry the budget to the next meeting, but that it had 
to be finalised then because the deadline date for putting in the precept is the date of the 
meeting. 

08.120) FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 
It was RESOLVED that the council would adopt the model Freedom of Information 
Publication scheme with no modifications.  The Council also considered and agreed the 
guide to information available and concurred that the charge would be 10p. 

08.121) OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS , NOTICES & REPORTS 
1. Chairman:  The Chairman reported that Cllr Brian Farrow had tendered his 

resignation from the Council and would be leaving at the end of the calendar year.  
She thanked him for all his years of hard work, particularly as the footpaths warden 
and said that the Council was very sorry to see him go and that he would be sorely 
missed.  These sentiments were reiterated by other councillors  

2. Clerk:  The Clerk reported on the JAG meeting that she had attended the week 
before.  Sgt Wooldridge had been promoted and would be leaving in December after 
a handover period with the new sergeant.  The priority for the Community Safety 
Team (CST) is to encourage involvement with the JAG2 and the CSP3.  The JAG2 
comprises representatives from different groups from with the community, including 
the police, to look at ways of implementing the priorities set by the CSP3.  She 
mentioned that Smartwater would be ordered shortly, but the take up had been very 
low, that NORTHANTS CCError! Bookmark not defined.  Cllr Heather Smith would be 
receiving agenda as a matter of course, and would aim to attend 2 meetings per 
year and finally that the Youth Shelter was being demolished that day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 08/034 

 Chairman’s Initials:    

08.122) REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 
1. Pocket Park  

It was RESOLVED to approve expenditure up to a maximum of £40 for new 
boundary fencing 

2. Footpaths  
Cllr Brian Farrow reported that the stile from Ruisbrick Lane into the field on the 
Northern side was rotten and that he had written requesting a new one (NB since the 
meeting, it became apparent that the stile parts had been dropped off at Brian’s and 
he mended the stile on the day following the meeting)  

08.123) MATTERS ARISING FROM MEETING ON 13TH NOVEMBER 2008  
1. Minerals & Waste consultations  

The meeting was advised that the specific objection to increased lorries was not 
applicable to the previous consultation and that a revised consultation was expected 
in January where the points and concerns previously made could be effectively 
made to NORTHANTS CC4  

2. Village Hall kitchen  
A copy of the invoice for the fixtures and fittings for the new kitchen had been 
provided by the village hall committee, but the Council would have preferred proper 
accounts for the kitchen.  However, it agreed to accept the invoice as the grant was 
for £100 the invoice was for £2773 and the entire project was understood to have 
cost in excess of £5,000 

3. Allotments  
There had been a discussion at the November meeting about the waste material 
from the hedge removal in 2007/8.  Nobody had been able to find a copy of the 
contract for the work in the interim so no certainty of the arrangements, but it is 
believed that the waste should have been burnt on site – Cllr Codman pointed out 
that it would have been ideal to have done so that day (as the same contractor was 
removing the Youth Shelter).  (He also pointed out in passing that the tyres left over 
from the Youth Shelter construction should have gone in the tyre skip that was 
currently in the village).  The Clerk was instructed to contact the contractor to ask 
him to burn the detritus on site at the allotments.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

08.124) UPDATE ON COMMUNITY ISSUES 

Police Sgt Wooldridge from Oundle Community Safety Team had spoken with and 
subsequently written to the Clerk about the possible demolition of the bus shelter at the 
junction of Church Street and Apethorpe Road and the possibility of starting up a youth 
club in the village.  After some discussion, the Council decided that if the shelter were 
demolished, the focal point as a meeting place for young people would move to 
elsewhere in the village.  It did not feel that the safety issues that Sgt Wooldrige had 
pointed out made the structure unsafe.  The liability for the shelter and the safety of its 
users was acknowledged, but that these warrant the complete removal of the bus shelter 
was refuted.  The Council agreed that the hole would be filled, which Cllr Codman 
undertook to fix and if the funding that had been requested or funding from a Community 
Safety fund was granted, replacement of the bus shelter would be reconsidered.   

The Council RESOLVED to monitor the situation closely and check the safety of the 
fabric to ensure the safety of all users. 

With regard to a Youth Club, in addition to the letter from the Police, a villager had come 
forward to volunteer to set one up.  The Council voiced its full support of this idea and 
asked the Clerk to pursue by asking the person what they would envisage, to contact the 
STC5 and ENC1 to ask for support for this project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk to 
liaise with 
various 
parties 

08.125) SPORTS ASSOCIATION MEETING  
1. Rabbit Proof Fencing  

Due to the fact that NCC6 had advised at the meeting that they did not feel that 
rabbit proof fencing would be effective in keeping out rabbits, the Council declined to 
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investigate new fencing.  Cllr Jane Norman volunteered to monitor the holes at the 
Sports Field.  The Clerk advised that any public liability claim caused by trip hazards 
would be made ultimately against the Council and the members must be able to 
demonstrate reasonable care in preventing such incidents. 

2. Resurfacing of the roadway to the sports field car park 
The Council declined to invest in a new surface for the access road in light of the 
new pavilion 

There was a brief discussion regarding the other points raised – Dominic McMullen from 
NCC6 had elected to appoint 3 companies to carry out a site survey with a view to 
quoting for safety netting to protect the play area.  NCC6 had been provided with the 
information they need to provide a mock up drawing of the proposed pavilion.  In 
addition, the Council noted that NCC6 would not be in a position to unilaterally make 
alterations to the existing pavilion as it does not belong to that organisation.  It was 
pointed out that building regulations may not be granted.  Cllr Jane Norman suggested 
that it would be advantageous to find the Sports Association constitution. 

 
JN 

08.126) CORRESPONDENCE 
•  Notice had been received of a vacancy at Fenn Close, but could not go in the 

newsletter due to time constraints 

•  An email had been received objecting to the fact that the Council had agreed a policy 
of changing from amber lighting to white 

•  An email from NorthantsCALC7 had been circulated in advance of the meeting 
announcing funding from central government for Parish Councils as the voice on local 
issues - The Council will look at the possibility of Quality Status during 2009 

•  Email from ENC1 advising of an ‘Improving Communications’ meeting, but it would be 
held on the same evening as the next NPC8 meeting 

•  Cultural Community Partnerships – advising of their rural programme for 8-13 year 
olds during the Easter holidays.  The Council agreed to pay for the village hall hire. 

•  A letter had been received from volunteer transport asking for more volunteers. 

•  Crime figures and police newsletter  

 
 

 

08.127) NEWSLETTER 

It was agreed not to put anything other than critical items in the newsletter as there is a 
risk that the articles are not being read because of the amount of information that needs 
to be communicated   

�  Freedom of information  �  Dates of the meetings in 2009 
�  Vacancy for Parish Councillor   

Clerk 

08.128) FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   
JANUARY 14TH 2009, NASSINGTON VILLAGE HALL , 7.15PM 

����  Parish Footpaths warden ����  Pocket park fencing ����  Fire Service 
����  Heating in the pavilion ����  Quality Status ����  New Pavilion update  

 

The meeting closed at 21.35 

Approved by Nassington Parish Council 

Signature of Chairman  
of following meeting:  Date: 14 th January 2009 

 
                                                           
1 ENC - East Northamptonshire Council 
2 JAG -Joint Action Group 
3 CSP - Community safety Panel 
4 Northants CC - Northamptonshire County Council  
5 STC - Safer community team 
6 NCC - Nassington Cricket Club 
7 NorthantsCALC - Northamptonshire County Association of Local Councils 
8 NPC - Nassington Parish Council 


