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NASSINGTON NEWSLETTER  
 

We would like to wish a Very Happy Christmas and 
Peaceful New Year to all our readers. 

 
 
Committee: - 
Secretary Gill Rowe   Treasurer Robert Phipps   Editor  Maureen Underwood 
Members Mike Colton (aka Old Codger), Sarah Roger, Barbara Curtis. 
 
We are looking for new members to join our committee, so if you would like to 
become more involved with your newsletter; please contact any committee 
member. 
We only meet twice a year, so don’t worry about having to give lots of time.  
It’s your ideas that we are looking for. 
 
Cover Story 
Christmas Colour Cover Competition 
Nassington Primary School children have taken part in an art competition to 
design the cover for our Christmas edition of the Nassington newsletter. 
The newsletter committee would like to thank every child who took part and it 
was a mammoth task to decide, each and every picture was a delight.  
However, there had to be a winner and congratulations go to Luke Braithwaite, 
aged 5 years, who will receive a £5 book token as his prize. 
Tristan Phipps has designed our cover for a number of years; but has now 
moved on to Kings Cliffe.  Thank you Tristan and we wish you all the best in 
your new school. 
With the blessing of Mrs Allen, we would like to make this competition an 
annual event as we feel these delightful drawings give a great deal of pleasure 
to our readers. 
 
Anyone wishing to include an item for the January 2009 edition of the 
newsletter will you please let me have your copy by the 16th of the month 
instead of the 20th?  This is to allow me to deliver the newsletter to the printers 
before the Christmas holiday.  Many thanks. 
Editor. 
 
 
Found: - 
Watch found (posted through our letter box) around 25th October (still on 
BST).  Ladies M&S dress watch.  Small bracelet.   
Contact Dianne, Garner12 Mill Road, Nassington. 01780 784022 
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS – DECEMBER 2008  
 
 
Community Safety Update 
At many Parish Council meetings, there is a representative from the police team at 
Oundle.  You are encouraged to come along to speak to them directly or to contact the 
clerk if you would like the Council to bring up any matters on your behalf.  At the last 
meeting, PCSO Tim Butter attended and highlighted a number of areas of concern 
about which everyone should be aware: 

·  The stealing of licence plates is an emerging type of ‘identity theft’ whereby they are 
removed from legitimate cars and then used unlawfully on cars of the same colour & 
make (E.G. petrol station drive-ways, London congestion zone charging, even in one 
case, kerb crawling) The police are offering a free tamper proof screw for number 
plates which they will supply (and fit if necessary) for free.  The next ‘Operation 
Tiger’ open event is at the Slaters Arms in Collyweston on 7th December from 10am 
until midday and you can get them there then. 

·  Crimestoppers is proving to be a very effective way that people can pass on 
information without having to divulge any information about themselves whatsoever.  
The phone numbers of incoming calls are not traced or logged, you don’t have to 
give your name – just the details of who did what – you will not be identified.  (It’s not 
for reporting crime, but for doing your bit to reduce crime)  Call 0800 555111 or visit 
crimestoppers-uk.org or find them on bebo and facebook.  

·  Residents Advised To Lock Up After Spate Of Burglaries: EXTRA patrols are 
underway in the East Northants North area after a spate of burglaries. There have 
been 17 burglaries and attempted burglaries across the area since the beginning of 
October. 12 of these were dwelling burglaries and 5 at business premises. Sgt Kevin 
Wooldridge said: "In nine of these instances, the offenders have entered the 
properties through an insecure window or door. All of those nine incidents were 
preventable. It’s extremely important that people lock all of their windows and doors 
during the afternoon and at night. “ 
Here is some simple crime prevention advice: Before you go out or go to bed ask 
yourselves are my doors and windows closed and locked? Keep keys out of sight 
and not easily found. Lock sheds and out buildings, spades and garden tools are 
often used to force doors and windows. If you see a neighbour has left their house 
insecure, knock and tell them. 

·  There have also been 12 incidents of auto crime across the area since October 1. 
Sgt Wooldridge said: “You can help to stop auto crime by never leaving anything in 
your vehicle.” An offender is looking for easy pickings so let them see there is no 
point in breaking into your car."   Here are some steps to reduce your risk of 
becoming an auto crime victim: Never leave valuables in the car. Don’t ‘hide’ items in 
the boot or glove box. Never leave you vehicle unattended without locking it or with 
the engine running. Make it obvious there is nothing ‘hidden’ in your car, leave the 
glove box open and boot cover off. Remove your stereo front if possible and your 
Satellite navigation equipment and take them with you. 

·  The Police are liaising with the Parish Council in looking at possible youth activities 
to help find some things for the village teenagers to do.  There was no response to 
last month’s newsletter idea of organising a community bus to go to Kings Cliffe on a 
weekly basis.  Do YOU have any ideas about youth clubs / juice bar / anything else? 
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Or a regular trip to Kings Cliffe youth club or new sports area?  Please email, text or 
call the clerk with any suggestions 

Youth Shelter 
The Council has instructed a contractor to demolish what’s left of the Youth Shelter and 
remove it.  Some names have been put forward as to who caused much of the damage 
in the first place and the other person who is doing the final wrecking, smashing the 
glass and ruining the many hours that were put into creating the window.  The Council 
had no option other than to have it removed, but is very sad that the building created 
just for teenagers has been demolished, in part by children for whom it was made – 
such a pity!  It cost the village nothing to erect, but is costing £491 to demolish. 
Football Posts & Nets 
The Parish Council is going to revisit the matter of the goal posts.  The ones that were 
brought for the football players last summer were abused and broke (they are not 
strong enough to support the weight of people hanging from them or chucking them 
about!!) The Council will be discussing new ones with the Cricket Club and would really 
welcome any input from villagers. 
Street Lighting 
The Council has decided that the streetlamps will be converted from the current amber 
coloured light to white lighting on a rolling replacement basis.  This means that when a 
streetlamp fails, rather than replace it with another amber one, it will be replaced with a 
new white one.  It has been decided not to do it all in one go as it would be a cost 
prohibitive exercise at around £5,000.  The main reason for this decision is on the 
grounds of safety – the white light gives a light more similar to daytime lighting and 
therefore colours and shapes are clearer.   
YOUR Parish Council 
The Parish Council is keen to hear the views of everyone in the village over any 
concerns they might have or to know of anything that you might want.  The accusation 
often made about parish councils is that they do nothing, but this is not the case.  
Every effort is made –affordable housing is a prime example as it was a Parish Council 
led initiative.  The recent constant communication and involvement with the police and 
neighbourhood watch representatives has been actively pursued and encouraged by 
the Parish Council to improve village life. 
It is not easy to wave a magic wand, for example to alleviate over-parking when nearly 
all households have at least 2 cars these days and the village evolved in a world with 
far, far fewer cars.  It might seem unfair that there isn’t a skate park, but with the best 
will in the world, it has not been possible – the Council has investigated it thoroughly, 
but costs, insurance and risk assessment criteria have rendered it non-viable.  
However, central government are keen to pass some the responsibilities for local 
communities to the people themselves – this means you, represented by the Council.  
Let the Council know your thoughts and ideas if there is anything that you feel strongly 
about – you can click on email links or send a message anonymously via the Parish 
Council pages on the village website (www.nassington.org.uk).  Little by little, small 
pots of cash are being made available for local community empowerment – some 
might just end up coming Nassington’s way if such a proposal came to fruition.   
At the moment, the Councillors are: 
Chairman:  Barbara Curtis 60 Station Rd, 782048 
Vice Chair:   Yvonne Banke Old Sulehay Lodge, Sulehay Rd 782841  Mark Acred: 3 
Sewter Gardens, 784477 
Paul Burgess: 8 Westmoreland Close, 783123 
Andrew Codman: The Lily Pad, Northfield Lane, 784394 
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Guy Curtis: 60 Station Rd, 782048 
Brian Farrow: 34 Church Street, 782844 
Liam Gale: Riverside Barn 32a Station Rd,782433 
Jane Norman:50 Station Road, 784550 
(Please note that any abusive or nuisance phone calls or emails will be reported to the 
authorities as a criminal offence) 
However, it is with huge regret that the Parish Council has learnt that there will be a 
vacancy at the end of the year as Brian Farrow has given notice to the Chairman that 
he intends to step down.  Brian has been an insightful and invaluable member of the 
Parish Council for many years and his fellow Councillors will doubtless wish him well. 
Councillor Vacancy  
The aforementioned resignation will leave a space on the Council – if you feel that you 
would like to become involved in helping to shape the future of the parish and uphold 
village life, please get in touch.  If you think it might be for you, one of the Councillors 
would be happy to chat about what’s involved, or have a look at the ‘About Parish 
Councils’ page on the village website (www.nassington.org.uk).  Liam Gale and Mark 
Acred are the most recent additions to the Council and will be able to give a view of 
what it’s like to join the Council, or you could chat to one of the more seasoned 
members. 
The Parish Council would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone the 
compliments of the season and a very Happy Christmas 
Sarah Rodger 
Acting Clerk 
782736 / clerk@nassington.org.uk 
 

 NASSINGTON CHURCH. 
 
Christmas Coffee Morning. 
Saturday 6th December sees our last coffee morning of 2008. Come and but 
your Christmas gifts in a friendly relaxed atmosphere—hand made jewellery 
and cards. Also, books, homemade cakes, plants and much more. Then why 
not enjoy a hot or cold drink with mince pies, cakes and biscuits while chatting 
to your friends, old and new. See you there. 
Confirmation Service. 
Sunday 7th December at Apethorpe Church at 11am. Everyone is welcome to 
this Benefice confirmation service for our 4 parishes, to support the candidates 
at this important time in their lives, and also to witness their first Holy 
Communion.  
Christmas Services For Nassington Church. 
Friday 19 th December  at 6pm—Our traditional Christmas service of Lessons 
and Carols, led by Bishop John. 
Sunday 21 st December at 8.30am—BCP Holy Communion Advent Service. 
at 3pm—Our annual Christmas concert given by the Yarwell and Nassington 
Britannia Band. 
Christmas Eve 24 th December  at 4pm—The Christmas Crib Service, with the 
younger members of our congregation performing the Nativity Story. 
Christmas Day 25 th December  at 10.15am—A Holy Communion Service with 
Carols led by Bishop John. 
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Everyone is very welcome to all of these services, so please come and join us 
to celebrate the Birth of Jesus and sing all of your favourite carols and 
Christmas songs. 
Other Christmas services in our Benefice are listed  in the back of this 
newsletter, including midnight Mass at Woodnewton.  
Fellowship Meeting.  There is no meeting in December due to all the other 
commitments leading up to Christmas Day. Next year’s meetings are now 
being arranged, so please check January 2009 Newsletter for more details. 
Open Gardens 2009.  This will be held on the weekend of 4th and 5th July 
2009. The garden committee will be meeting at the end of November (after the 
deadline for December newsletter) so again please check Newsletter January 
2009 for details. 
 Church Chair Appeal.  The appeal is now well underway. Price for each chair 
will be £65, which includes a plaque, engraved with your loved ones name or 
a special occasion. If our first order is for 25 chairs or more we will get a 
discount on each chair. For more information or to give a donation please 
contact Bishop John Flack on 01780 782271 or David Laking on 01780 
782025. Please mark all donations clearly as going to the chair appeal. 
The Nassington Parochial Church Council would like to wish everyone a very  
Happy Christmas and a Prosperous and healthy New Year. 
  
Rehearsals For Crib Service On Christmas Eve. 
Rehearsals for this will begin on Saturday 6th December in Church at 4pm. If 
you would like to take part in the Nativity play,by singing, reading or being in 
the Tableau scene,  especially our younger village people, please contact 
SHEILA BAILE ON 01780 784015. 
Wendy Tomalin            

VIEW FROM THE PEW 
 

I thought it was time to take another view, from the pew, - after a two year gap 
and the good fortune of a new vicar this year. 
As I walk in to the church, I see more formality in the “furnishings”, straight 
lines of chairs, symmetrical tables with books and hymn books, larger candles 
at the altar and a single pedestal of flowers to one side of the altar. 
As the church begins to fill at 9:45am each Sunday, there is a sense of 
expectation and confidence that the vicar will draw us together in our time of 
worship and that the mystery of Holy Communion “do this in remembrance of 
me” will be special to each one of us and more so each time we come. 
In the Old Testament of the bible they talk of burnt offerings at the temple altar 
and fellowship offerings; I don’t know what the latter are (I must ask Bishop 
John!), but it is the sense of fellowship which is now so pervasive in our 
church and which is a prominent feature of the early Christian church.  Come 
and join us this month so it becomes a fellowship of all  those seeking God’s 
Way. 
PCC Member. 
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Dear Friends 
  
Christmas comes round every year and is eagerly awaited by some and 
dreaded by others, depending on your circumstances.     It helps us all to 
remember that Christmas is a celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, who 
came to earth to bring hope and the promise of new life to everyone.   His 
humble birth in a stable began a life of service and unselfishness which is an 
example to us all. 
We hope you will come and join us at Nassington Church to hear this age-old 
story again and to sing the beautiful carols which celebrate Christ's birth.  
Details of our Christmas services appear elsewhere in this issue. 
Julia and I are looking forward to our first Christmas in Nassington, and we 
send our very best wishes to you and your family for a happy Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year. 
With warmest greetings to you all 
  
+JOHN FLACK  

����
����

 
 

Friday 5 th December 2008 Village Hall,  Nassington 
Open  7.30pm, swapping from 8.30pm 

Tickets £5 to include festive mince pies & mulled w ine 
Beat the credit crunch, grab a super new outfit for  the 

holiday season, recycle and support a good cause, a ll while 
enjoying an evening out - Come along and swap a pre -loved 
outfit for a new-to-you one, just in time for Chris tmas!! There 

will also be jewellery, accessories and gifts for s ale. 
You’ll be able to ‘buy’ more than one outfit–either  swap 

more than one item or make a donation If you can’t come, 
donations of clothes & accessories gratefully accep ted – 

please call 07767 795825 or  01780 784755 or 
info@nassingtonpreschool.org.uk for more info.   

Donations of good quality in ready to wear conditio n, please. 
For details: - www.NassingtonPreschool.org.uk  
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COMMUNICARE 
 

 
A meeting was held on Tuesday 11th November at Wansford 
Surgery.  The  
Treasurer reported a small increase in available funds and detailed recent  
expenditure on additional equipment for doctors and nurses use.  The  
volunteer transport scheme was operating well but new drivers would always  
be welcome.  Thanks and appreciation was given to all volunteers for their  
hard work during the year.  
 
Dr. Takhar reported on the launch of the new Patient Library which will be  
located in the reception area at Wansford.  He passed round a selection of  
books - some delightfully light-hearted and others with a more serious  
approach to a subject.  Patients will be recommended to borrow books - there  
will be no charge for a three week period.  In conjunction with this new  
facility there will be a telephone contact line for patients wishing to  
discuss a book's contents and a new Well-Being Counsellor will be available  
at the surgery for half day a week.  Doctors may refer patients seeking help  
with matters such as weight loss and smoking.  
 
Further requests for equipment purchase were discussed - the wheelchair at 
Wansford for transporting patients from the car-park may soon require  
replacing. There had also been the donation of a motorised buggy but is was  
felt that there were too many issues of health, safety and insurance which  
precluded possible loan out.  It was decided therefore that it could be sold  
and any proceeds donated to funds.  Dr. Takhar requested funding for  
portable oxygen measuring equipment, used to monitor breathing during 
sleep.  At present patients have to go to Papworth Hospital for testing.  A  
budget of £1000 was agreed.  
 
Permission has been granted by the local authority for the expansion of the 
car park at Wansford.  Ideas are now being sought for planning the site  
which could incorporate amenity gardens and seating areas - this approach  
would allow the surgery to seek grants towards the costs.  
 
Deep concern was expressed regarding the proposed changes to out of hours 
service currently available at Rivergate in Peterborough.  There are now  
plans to relocate this to either Kettering or Corby, both sites hugely  
extending the required travelling distance.  Any written objections could  
help reverse this decision - please address them to: A. Crozier,  
Communication Strategy, Northants PCT, Be van House, Kettering Parkway 
South,  
Venture Park, Kettering NN15 6XR.  
cont ............ 
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A current campaign has been trying to overturn a potential ruling which  
would stop the surgery dispensing prescriptions - patients would have to  
travel to local pharmacies.  Dr. Takhar reported that to overcome this  
severe problem he and Dr. Nally had applied for a licence to open a pharmacy  
at the Wansford surgery - this, having been turned down, was at appeal - any  
letters in support of this venture would be greatly appreciated - please  
hand in to reception.  
 
The Social Group next meets on Friday 9th January for their annual Xmas  
Lunch at the Lady Anne Hotel in Stamford.  Tickets are limited - to avoid  
disappointment contact Clare on 01780 470437 as soon as possible.  
Wendy Spencer   
 

NASSINGTON AND YARWELL CONSERVATIVE BRANCH 
 

Annual Curry Supper Feb 28 th 2009 7.30pm Wheelwright Cottage 
 
Come and lift your Winter and credit crunch blues. The event you have all 
been waiting for will take place this year on February 28th 2009, at the home of 
Michael and Priscilla Padley Wheelwright Cottage Station Road in Nassington 
commencing at 7.30pm. 
It’s the annual Curry Supper .   
What better way to lift your spirits on, what could be a cold Winter evening, 
than to sit down surrounded by excellent people with a wonderful home 
cooked curry.   
There are usually many varieties but all are guaranteed to please.  The cost of 
the ticket includes a glass of wine to enjoy whilst waiting, in mouth watering 
anticipation, for your curry.  
To follow there will be a selection of home made sweets to complete a perfect 
evening. 
Many of you will have attended our functions before and will be familiar with 
the pattern by now. 
For those new to these gastronomic delights we hold two – a Curry evening in 
the Winter – see above - and a Point to Point Supper – one meal in three 
locations - in the Summer.  Both are highly successful and tickets sell like the 
proverbial wildfire.  See notice elsewhere in this magazine for details of where 
to get your tickets. 
The date for the Summer event, the Point to Point Supper will be the 27th of 
June 2009.  I suggest you place this date in your diaries to avoid 
disappointment – you would not want to be on a Caribbean Cruise and miss it 
would you? 
The Committee look forward to seeing at these events. 
David Sidgwick 
Secretary  
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Local Gossip ............... 
 
Hello,  
Chris Colton here. Isn’t it alarming how time flies? I’m sure it was only a 
couple of months ago that I was running back from Nassington primary school 
to watch the Sooty show on a Tuesday evening. 
In fact, a couple of months ago I married the rather gorgeous Lisa Baker. I met 
Lisa over 6 ½ years ago after I had moved down to Bristol in 1998 to 
commence my career in IT. 
The line I heard the most on the wedding day was “About time to!”  
It was a super day, with lots of good friends and family around to enjoy it with 
us. 
We’ve just come back from 3 weeks in Australia, where we climbed the 
Sydney harbour bridge, snorkelled on the Great Barrier Reef and walked for 
hours in the rain forest. 
We also stayed with Ed, one of my housemates from university days. He 
emigrated to Oz about 8 years ago, and is doing very well. It is always good to 
catch up with old friends, even if it does involve flying half way around the 
world! 
What have you been up to? 
 
If you would like to contribute to our new “Local Gossip” column with news of 
life in either Nassington or where you are now based, please contact the editor 
whose email address is on the back of the newsletter cover. 
 

WASTE BOX COLLECTION 2008  
Monday 1 st December  Red Box 
Monday 8 th  December  Green & Blue Box 

 Monday 15 th December Red Box    
  

Green Box = Recyclables 
Red Box     = Newspapers and Magazines 
Blue Box    = Bottles and Jars 
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Many years ago at this time, my dad blew  the dust of his copy of “A Christmas 
Carol”  and started to read. He didn’t rush it, but by the Third Sunday in 
Advent, when he had also boned up on the Nativity Story, he was in the right 
frame of mind. I don’t read Dickens’ classic about how charity and goodwill 
came out on top, but I still recall an incident showing how some folk don’t have 
it so good as most of us. And each year it makes me think. 
 
It happened when I stood in for Santa Claus in his grotto at the Peterborough 
Co-op. I don’t know if it still happens but if it does, there may be security 
cameras keeping an eye on things. Things were different then. The 
youngsters came in, bright-eyed and pink -cheeked with excitement, torn 
between the old man in a red suit and beard, and two sacks of toys, one for 
girls and the other for girls. The more adventurous jumped up on my knee and 
tried to pull the beard off. 
 
The routine was that every child whose parents had paid a couple of bob for 
admission went out with a present.  Those who didn’t pay, I was told -although 
it had never happened- went home empty-handed. So I went through the 
routine of “what do you want, little lad/ little lady”, looked at mum or dad for the 
inevitable nod and told them they might be lucky, but if they were naughty they 
wouldn’t get anything and their teeth would fall out.  Until late in the afternoon, 
when I’d just about had enough, there were no non-paying customers.  
 
And then this chap came in with two delightful children, well behaved, neatly 
turned out, eyes alight with magic. He was the only customer that day who 
couldn’t afford a ticket. What would you like me to bring you? I asked the 
youngsters, expecting anything between a Leggo set and a trip to Disneyland. 
So I was dumbfounded as they whispered “new shoes.” I glanced at their 
father. He looked away in shame and shook his head. 
 
What does Santa do at a time like that? There was only one answer. I stuffed 
the two tots into their respective sacks and told them to help themselves. They 
came out with toys stuffed up their jumpers, down their blouses, in their 
pockets. Looking back, I wonder why the staff didn’t suspect that the two 
normal-sized tots who went in, came out looking like Billy and Bessie Bunter. 
The Co-op, I thought, was big enough to stand the loss.

OLD CODGER 
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Bishop John Flack , telephone 01780 782271, Priest-in-charge of 
the Benefice of Nassington, Yarwell, Woodnewton and Apethorpe. 
Pastoral Assistant  Jo Booth 01780 783060.  Churchwarden  
Alan Rodger 01780 782736  
 
 

CHURCH SERVICES FOR DECEMBER  2008 
 
 
7th December  

11.00am  Confirmation Service  at Apethorpe 
 

14th December 
9.45am  Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
10.00am  Holy Communion   at Nassington 
10.30am Family Service   at Yarwell  
11.00am   Holy Communion  at Apethorpe 
 

19th December  
6.00pm   Service of Lessons & Carols at Nassington 

 

21st December  
  8.30am  Holy Communion  at Nassington 
  9.45am   Holy Communion  at Woodnewton 
  10.30am  Service of Lessons & Carols at Yarwell 
  3.00pm    Carol concert with Y&N Band at Nassington 

3.00pm  Carol & Christingle Service at Apethorpe 
 

22nd December  
7.00pm   Carol Service at Woodnewton 

 

24th December  
 4.00pm    Crib Service   at Nassington 

  11.30pm  Midnight Mass  at Woodnewton 
 
25th December  

9.30am  Carols around Crib at Woodnewton 
10.30am  Holy Communion at Nassington 
10.30am  Holy Communion  at Yarwell 
10.30am  Holy Communion at Apethorpe 

 
28th December  

10.00am   Benefice Holy Communion at Nassington 


